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GROSS INCOMPETENCE? 


‘e could be talking about 

England, but infact it is 

Christian Gross who has that 

label, after being sacked by 
Spurs. 

The north London club announced in a 
statement that Gross, who joined the club in 
November 1997, was leaving immediately. 

Meanwhile Tottenham defender John Scales 
admitted a players’ revolt had led to the end of 
Christian Gross' reign at White Hart Lane. 

The Spurs statement read: ‘The board of 
Tottenham Hotspur regretfully announce the 
departure of head coach Christian Gross with 
immediate effect. 

‘For the present, our director of football 
David Pleat, will take temporary charge 
together with Chris Hughton and the existing 
coaching staff. 

‘The Tottenham Action Group, representing 
the fans, demanded his removal following last 
month's 3-0 Premiership defeat by Sheffield 
Wednesday, 

But Gross had always struggled to impose 
his authority after disputes last season with 
former German star Jurgen Klinsmann and 
England striker Les Ferdinand, who accused 
Gross of making him train while injured and of 
jeopardizing his place on England's World Cup 
squad. 


Scales said: "It is fair to say that there have 
been rumblings, 

Chairman Sugar decided to axe Gross one 
week after the club’s first win of the season at 


Everton and claimed the main reason was the 
coach's poor standing in the media, 

"We were faced with an untenable situation | 
which was created by the media,” Sugar said. | 
"We felt that Christian — no matter how good | 
he is —had been destroyed by the media.” | 

| 
| 


upert 
urdoch's 
BSkyB satellite 
television company 
confirmed on 
‘Sunday reports that 
they are in talks 
with Manchester 
United with a view 
to buying the club. 
The deal to buy 
the Premier League 
club is believed to 
be for 575 million 


pounds. 
The brief E ‘ | 
confirmation from 3 


the TV channel 
said: ‘The board of British Sky Broadcasting | 
Group ple has noted the recent press 
speculation and confirms that it is in 
discussions which may or may not lead to an 
offer being made for Manchester United ple.’ | 

British Sports Minister Tony Banks said in a | 


BBC radio interview on Sunday he was 
concerned over the proposed tie-up. 
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disastrous start for British nations, and Europe’s 
lite, was the main talking point after the opening 
round of Euro 2000 qualifiers. World-champion 
France was held to a draw in Iceland while 
England crashed in Sweden despite scoring the fastest goal of 
the evening when captain Alan Shearer found the net after 
just two minutes (pictured right after scoring in Sweden). 
Spain suffered a humiliating 3-2 defeat in Cyprus, and 
Croatia, who finished in third place in the World Cup, went 
down 2-0 in Ireland in Group eight and had two players sent off. 
The World Champions, proudly sporting a gold star on their 
shirts to signify their July triumph over Brazil, could easily have 
lost to of Iceland in Group Four had striker Christophe Dugarry 
not saved them with an equaliser. 
He should have scored a second goal ten minutes into the 
second-half but sliced his effort just wide from the edge of the 


box. 

If England felt cheated by their World Cup defeat on penalties 
to Argentina they could have no complaints after self-destructing 
against the Swedes. 

Alan Shearer gave Glenn Hoddle's men a dream start with a 
freekick after only 76 seconds for his 21st international goal. 

But thereafter things went dowahill as the Swedes, who had 


| failed to qualify for France 98, scored twice in as many minutes. 


First Andreas Andersson, Shearer's teammate at Newcastle, 
shot home after goalkeeper David Seaman could only parry a 
long-range free-kick from Stefan Schwarz and Adams failed to 
clear. 

Then in the Swedes’ next attack an error by Paul Scholes 
allowed in Johan Mjallby and he made no mistake from close 


range. 
| Swedish coach Tommy Soederberg said good team spirit and 


speed of thought had made the difference. 

Miallby, whom Soederberg has nicknamed ‘the nuclear power 
plant’, was ecstatic after netting the winner. 

J still can't believe I scored against England. This is a dream 
T've had since I was a little boy,” he added. 

England's agony was completed in the second-half when 
Liverpool's Paul Ince, already booked, produced a wild tackle on 
the hour and was given his marching orders. 

England might have had a penalty in the final minute when 
Shearer went down but the referee waved play on. 

A disconsolate Hoddle said afterwards: "We passed the ball 
well for the first 20 minutes but éfter the two goals everything 
went against us. "We thought we were due a penalty at the end." 

Shearer added: "We gave away two silly goals and you can't 
do that at this level. 

"Tt was a penalty at the end. He just kicked me down, Perhaps 
the referee was too frightened to give it,” Shearer added. 

Meanwhile Poland sounded a warning to Group Five rivals 
‘on Sunday when they handed Bulgaria a 3-0 hammering in their 
opening Euro 2000 match. 

‘And Latvia showed that Baltic football is very jolly indeed by 
coming away from Norway with a stunning 3-1 win to throw 
Group Two wide open. 

Strikers Risto Bozinov and Artim Sakiri scored two goals 
each to ease Macedonia to a 4-0 win over Malta in a group eight 
(qualifying match. 

Two second-half goals from striker Sa Pinto earned Portugal a 
deserved 3-1 victory over Hungary in their European 


championship group seven qualifying match on Sunday. 

Zladko Zahovic scored twice as Slovenia drew 2-2 with 
Greece in their opening qualifying match on Sunday. The 
brilliant Machlas plus Franzeskos scored for the Greeks, 

More Euro qualifiers and UK in Global Game section. 
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STARS TURN OUT FOR 
SOUTH COAST CHARITY 


lyroo coach Raul Blanco has 
named a star-studded 18-man 
squad for two friendly matches 
this week, The Australian Under 
23 side played Sydney United at Parklea in 
NSW last night. 

The Olyroos play Wollongong Wolves on 
Wednesday, September 9, the game aimed at 
raising funds for the Lord Mayor's Appeal to 
assist with the recent floods in the Illawarra 
region. Tickets can be purchased by calling 
Wolves on 0242263988, or by dropping in to 
Brandon Park. Kick off is 7pm and the game 
will be preceded by a Youth y Colts fixture. 
Wolves Admin manager Susan Chiarello says 
“tickets are selling fast so fans should pre-buy 
$0 as to not miss out.” 

“The Olyroos are delighted to be able to 
help the community in this way, we hope the 
people in the region will respond and come to 


support the appeal," said Blanco. 

‘The Olyroo squad is: 

Zeljko Susa (Melbourne Knights); Ivan 
Zelie (Canbetra Cosmos); Jacob Burns 
(Sydney United); Brett Emerton (Sydney 
Olympic); Sebastian Sinozic (Wollongong 
Wolves); Noel Spencer (Wollongong Wolves); 
Mile Sterjovski (Sydney United); Kasey 
Wehrman (Brisbane Strikers); Marco 
Bresciano (Carlton); Simon Colosimo 
(Carlton); Michael Curcija (South 
Melbourne); Joe Didulica (Melbourne 
Knights); Vinee Grella (Carlton); Dragi 
Nasteyski (Melbourne Knights); Andy Vargas 
(Carlton); Danny Milosevie (Perth Glory); 
Christian Care (Marconi Fairfield); Kosta 
Salapasidis (Adelaide City). 

Standby: Nick Carle (Sydney Olympic); 
Nathan Wildy (Adelaide Sharks), 


COSMOS BEATEN 
BY SPIRIT 


By Nick Guoth 
‘orthern Spirit made it through 
their first real test when they beat 
Canberra Cosmos in the very first 
game for the new team against 
another Ericsson Cup side, 

Spirit won 3-1 and this was probably a fair 
tesult if you only look at the second half. The 
first stanza saw the home team dominate but 
unable to score and then, after the break, 
through a number of changes the home 
team lost its shape and Spirit was able 
to penetrate and finish their chances 
well. 

Michael Musitano caused 
numerous problems for the Spirit 
defence und had no less than three 
chances to put the locals in front, 
but it was his long throws that 
really worried the static Spirit 
defence and, through one of these, 
saw Lindsay Wilson's header bounce 
back off the cross-bar, 

In the 51st minute a Kresimir Marusic 
cross was met by Clayton Zane whose header 
from close range found the target and put the 
visitors one up. 

Fifteen minutes later Zane nearly doubled 
the score with another header only to see 
Danny Burt clear off the line. 


CANg 


Gsmos 


In the 71st minute the locals were caught in 
a three-on-two and when the ball went out to 
Tony Perinich the ex-Wolves striker's finish 
‘was superb, 

‘Ten minutes later a low cross into the box 
was intercepted by Burt but unfortunately the 
ball went straight into his own net, 

One of Cosmos’ best players on the field, 
Peter Buljan, was rewarded for his consistent 
effort when in the 90th minute substitute 
Matthew Valeri put him through. Buljan round- 

ed the keeper and guided the ball into the 
emply net to give the home fans 
something to cheer about. 
Spirit coach Graham Arnold, 
°4_ who limped off the field in the 
first half with a calf injury, 
believed that this was a 
worthwhile good workout. 
He was happy with the sec- 


ond half performance of his | 


players and the way that they 
used a slow build up to generate 
their chances. 


For the Cosmos, Rale Rasic was | 


extremely pleased with the first half, 
especially as most of his top team were miss- 
ing. 
He added that the team dominated the mid- 
field during this period especially with Olyroo 
Ivan Zelic playing well. 


Edensor Park for the coming season. The Pumas stated 

that the club will adhere to the criteria set down by 
Soccer Australia in order to play home games at their refur- 
bished home in Sydney's west, 

‘Their first two home games back at Edensor Park will be 
played at 3pm, and thereafter kickoffs are planned for Spm. All 
home games are on Sunday. 

On the park and United drew 2-2 with Newcastle Breakers 
last Friday night, with Andrew Crews in goals having a great 
game, including a saved penalty, plus two goals from Dave 
Barrett and Vel Kupresak. 

Incidentally, big Vel is on track to play his 200th NSL game 
in round two of the new season, in the local derby away to 
Marconi. 


| Se United will be back on their ‘home’ turf of 


Sydney United meanwhile are playing Wollongong Wolves 
this Saturday on the South Coast (call the Wolves for exact 
details of time and venue). 

More good news for the Pumas with the news that gun young- 
sters Joe Vrkic and Olyroo Jacob Burns have agreed to terms 
with the club for the new season. 


| 
| 
SOCcKR CLUB 
| 


UNITED BACK HOME 


ydney Olympic (above) have continued their pre-season 

build-up by beating NSW Super League side Canterbury 
Marrickville 3-0. Goals came courtesy of Adem Poric, an own 
goal and ‘Stormin’ Norman Tome. 


U in Queensland and Brisbane Strikers’ new coach John 
Kosmina has had his charges on a “team bonding” weekend 
away north of Brisbane, according to spokesperson Morris 
McGiffin. The camp has included military style training 
designed to toughen up the Queenslanders for the hard season 
ahead, 

The club has signed Olyroo Glenn Kolpak and will name their 


_ club captain tomorrow. They have won all their pre-season 


‘games except their recent match in Lismore against Marconi, 
The club is also tipped to play a triple-header for their first 
game of the season, at home to Frank Farina’s Marconi on 
October 10 (what a game that should be!!). The youth will play 
first, followed by the Queensland Cup then the Ericsson Cup, 


Avene have beaten North Korea 1-0 to win the three match 
international women’s Soccer series 1-0. The winning 
Matildas arrived back yesterday from their Asian tour, For this 
‘and all the Australian news just keep turning the page... 


THE FOUR DIEGOS... COMING SOON 


TO SOCCER WEEKLY? 


Melbourne Soccer's radio personalities, the Four Diegos, enjoying the elements 
ona tropical Melbourne beach! We are currently tracking them down for an interview. 


THE FAE IS OZ SOCCER’S LINK WITH BRAZIL 

A PRO-ACTIVE BRAZILIAN METHODS THAT 
HAS MADE STARS LIKE “RONALDO” 

A ALL BOYS & GIRLS U/7-17 CAN IMPROVE! 

A TOP ACCREDITED COACHES/PROGRAM 

A 12 WKS SEPT 21-DEC 11 AT FAIRFIELD, 
CONCORD, ST GEORGE, WOLLONGONG & 
MIRANDA CTRS 

A ENDORSED BY JOHN WARREN & B.F.A. 

A RECOGNISED BY SOCCER AUSTRALIA 

A DON'T MISS OUT PH: 9450-2022 
OR 0418-452536 FOR A FREE BROCHURE. 

A HEY COACH! GROUP DISCOUNTS AVAIL. 


SYDNEY UNITED 


SOCCER CLUB 


invites applications for 
Super Youth League Coaches 
For all Grades U13-U16 including 
goalkeeper coaches 
To apply send in a resume to: 
ArT: JOHN JEDINAK 


Syoney Unirep SC 


223 EpeNsor Rp 
EDENSOR PARK NSW 2176 
Applications close September 25, 1998. 
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WESTFIELDS BRING CUP “BACK HOME” 


By Rebecca Stanton Stanton 


wift moves, sharp passing and stylish ball-control swept Marconi 

stadium on Friday night in a thrilling NSW Combined High 

Schools and Commonwealth Bank Shield Girls final. Westfields 
Sports High School, with their killer instinct and sheer determination, 
were triumphant over Kadina High school in a close 3-2 victory. 

Three minutes into the game a brilliant cross by Westfields’ Kylie 
Ledbrooke allowed Heather Garriock to slot the ball away for an early goal. 

Kadina fought back and in the 30th minute the dangerous Martene 
Edwards took advantage of a free-kick to place the ball over the keeper's 
head. 

Straight after half-time Julia Bazi eased the pressure for Westfields when 
she scored, taking them to a 2-1 lead and Heather Garriock’s second goal in 
the 50th minute put them ahead 3-1. 

Minutes later, however, Westfields misjudged a floating ball from the left, 
allowing Kadina’s Jamilla Auret to find the comer of the net, putting her 
team back into the match at 3-2. Unfortunately it was too late and Westfields 
triumphed, 

“It was great, it’s a young side, I was pleased for all the girls, for most of 
them it was their first year,” said Westfields” captain, Kelly Golebiowski. 


if the second of the double-header Westfields Sports High School proved 
{o be too strong for local rivals Bossley Park in a brilliant NSW Combined 
High Schools and Commonwealth Bank Boys Cup final, Westfields scaled 
their sixth consecutive Cup victory on Friday night against Bossley Park, 


winning 1-0 in extra time. 

Both teams set a fast pace and in the eighth minute Westfields’ captain, 
Ismail Arrate, hit the crossbar after a screamer of a shot. Bossley Park too 
had their chance when Paul Johnson shot the ball over the crossbar from a 
Tong pass. 

‘The second half was more of an even contest, with Bossley Park’s Chris 
Root making some challenging breaks upfield. 


Westfields Sport High School 
Boys Commonwealth Bank Cup Champions 1998. 


DANIEL 


It only took four minutes of extra-time for Westfields’ Brad Groves to set 
up Shane Cansdell-Sherriff's brilliant left-footed strike that clearly took the 
goalkeeper by surprise. 

“It’s fantastic, no words can describe how I feel, it's like the Cup's 
coming home, our team’s been together all year and I think we deserve il,” 
said Ismail Arrate, 

“Soccer is very special whether it's boys or girls and victories like tonight 
give them confidence to go on even further,” said Westfields’ Principle, Mr 
Phil Tucker. 


ADVERTISE WITH US AND 


THE WORLD SEES YOU! 


WATKINS 


| statistics and. 


BRA Di: Watkins is one of Northern Spirit’s four 
apprentices, He came to the attention of the 
Australian soccer fraternity in 1995 when he became ne 
the youngest player to ever play in the National League. He | Sehin 
CA iP, Ty “A was just 14 years, eight months and 24 days when he turned 
out for Parramatta Eagles against Morwell Falcons. 
DUM 1A From there he went to the NSW Institute of Sport, then he 
signed to play for Northern Spirit. At 18 years of age he stands 
i at 181om, and still growing, and he looms as an attacking force 
LOVES HS of the future. 
He faces some stiff competition for a place in Northern Spirit 
first team but with Graham Amold nurturing the young striker 
ABS MW ie he could not be in better hands. 
Name: Daniel Watkins 
JUST ONE OF Poston Siler 
Height: 181em 
Weight: 80kg i 
74 Hi D1 UU. SAM DS Date of Birth: 8/7/1980 Solicitors and Public Notary 
Place of Birth: Sydney 
WOR DIVIDE! / NSL Matches: 1 
i NSL Goals: i 
Previous Clubs: Parramatta Melita, NSWIS 
Recruited From: NSWIS 
ADVERTISE WITH THE BIGGEST AND THE BEST. Rep Honours: Nil 
Biggest influenice 
ABSW. ee 
Sais oyeseae My Eaaher @ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
COMPETITIVE RATES club: Liverpool have to appear before one of their tribunals? 
AUSTRALIA’S WEEKLY SOCCER BIBLE READ BY ALL! Favourite player: Alan Shearer RRS G Bice eas AOE 
OUR DEDICATED ADVERTISING TEAM Personal 5 x an ee x 
ARE STANDING BY FOR YOUR CALL Larne Par aw 
Pet football ae Lazy players @ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
Fay football memory: My first NSL match contract negotiations with a soccer club? 
eeu a all cea te If your require assistance in relation to any of 
Ricoanite drinks Diet Pepsi the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrnis 
Fayourite TV show: Dharma and Greg who has over 15 years experience in 
Favourite movie: Shawshank Redemption, appearing before tribunals and assisting 
CALL MICHAEL IN SYDNEY ON ... Titanic players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
Favourite music: All music except, country, contract matters. 
9562 0573 qirect Line) classical and heavy metal 


® Please fee! free to call us for an obligation 


Mobile: 018 266 337 free quote on these and all your legal needs. 
rax: 9550 9332 Becnecc ele 
E-mail northern © 91 Glebe Point Road, © 1st Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 


soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 
OR call 
: LES ON (02) 9562 0507 (direct line) X) | 
fe. 


JOHN on (02) 97446984 


KOGARAH 

Tel: (02) 9522 6288 Fax: 

(02) 9660 7349 

@ 1st Floor, 83 Bronte Rd, 
BONDI JUNCTION 

Tel: (02) 9388 0222 

Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


@ ist Floor, 196 Stacey St, 
BANKSTOWN. 

Tel: (02) 9793 9788 

Fax: (02) 9793 9033 
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ZEBRAS LEAN AND MEAN WANTED: STRIKER 
FOR NEW SEASON 


By Dwyght Tutfnell 


Adelaide City this season. The Zebras have had to cut 
their squad dramatically to trim their wage bill. 

“We're not going to be the Adelaide City we used to be, we 
know that” said Matic 

“What we will miss in quality, we'll have to make up by 
working 20% harder.” 

Like rivals Adelaide Sharks, have had a massive clearout of 
players. The Zebras have lost John Gibson to cross-fown rivals 
Adelaide Sharks and Michael Brooks and Les Pogliacomi to 
Wollongong Wolves, Kris Trajanovski to Marconi, and Scott 
‘Thomas has been trialling with Sydney Olympic while Kosta 
Salapasidis is almost certain to sign with Wollongong Wolves. 

Matic said that negotiations regarding Kosta Salapasidis are 
still ongoing. 


Tis Matic has stated that we will see a very different 


“If he wants to go, he can go, but we want to be 
compensated,” Matic added, 
The Zebras could also be without one of their legends come 


Gladesville-Hornsby 
f { Football Association 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
NORTHERN SPIRIT F.C. 
Invite coaching applications for our U/11 — U/16 
Junior and Super Youth League teams for the 
1999 season, 
A minimum Level 2 coaching certificate is 
required. 
Written applications to: 
Director of Coaching 
6/19 Station St, Dundas 2117 
Phone enquiries 0416 012 899 
Applications close Friday 18th September 1998 


OOO Season Trias 


Held at 
Christie Park 


Christie Rd, North Ryde 
(OFF M2 MOTORWAY) 

U/11s Monday 12th, 19th, 26th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/14s Tuesday 13th, 20th, 27th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/12s Wednesday 14th, 21st, 28th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/15s Thursday 15th, 22nd, 29th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U/6s Friday 16th, 23rd, 30th Oct 6.00, 8.00pm 
U13s Saturday 17th, 24th, 3ist Oct 3.00, 5.00pm 
Please be punctual and have gear organised. 
%* We are the most progressive Youth League 
club in NSW. 

%* We can help take you to the top. 


the start of the season. 

Milan Ivanovic has not yet signed a contract and, according to 
Matic, he’s not sure if he wants to, Nick Sabljak has also 
departed, for Dragvoljac in Croatia. 

“We're going to release more. We can’t keep players over 21 
and sitting on the bench, it 
would be better if they went 
somewhere else.” 

To make matters worse, 

Young Socceroo Travis 
Dodd broke his ankle whilst 
on duty in Darwin and is 
expected to be out for six 
months, 

Carl Veart (right) arrives 
after spells with Crystal 
Palace and Millwall in 
England to form what will 
no doubt become a feared 
strikeforce with Damian 
Mori (pictured left). 

“If he (Ivanovic) goes, 
we'll see if (Angelo) 

Costanzo can play the role.” 

The Zebras have games 
coming up against Adelaide 
Sharks on September 13 and 
October 5 for the Fairmont 
Cup. 

They also have a game 
scheduled against Marconi in 
Sydney on October 3. 

“That'll be an indication 
‘of how we are going,” Matic 
noted. 

“The first three weeks, the 
players were ahead of 
schedule fitness-wise. 

“But there are a lot more 
problems we need to sort [ij 
out, we are very much 
struggling in some departments.” 

Despite these problems, who would bet against Adelaide City 
not being finals contenders come next May? 


_ FOR FALCONS 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


ippsland Falcons coach Stuart 

Munro’s search for a striker 

continues, “We've got plenty of small 
speedy strikers but I’m after one with a bit 
of presence” said Munro, 

Munro had been trying to sign Bulleen Inter 
Xings’ Danny Gnjidic but Gnjidic, who lives in 
Melbourne’s western suburbs declined the 
offer. 
| _ “He was happy with the offer, but he’s 
| building a house and there would be too much 
travelling for him to do. 

“Gnjidic was the only striker in the Premier 
Jeague who J think could have done the job 1 
wanted.” 

‘Munro said that looking interstate or perhaps 
even in Britain was a solution to the problem. 

Other than a striker, Munro plans to bring in 
another three players before the start of the 
season, but said: “I'm not going to be bringing 
1 players for the sake of bringing them in.” 

A goalkeeper, defender and central 
midfielder are all high on the priority list. 

Olyroo midfielder Andy Vargas, released by 
Carlton last week, played for the Falcons in the 
‘Tynan-Eyre Cup at the weekend as did former 
Adelaide Sharks defender Bill Misailidis, 


“A lot of people in Adelaide were surprised 
that he (Misailidis) was released. 

“Defensively, we're a bit thin on the 
ground.” 

Munro doesn’t plan to play himself this 
season — emergencies excepted — which 
leaves Jeff Hopkins and assistant coach Claudio 
Canosa as the only two recognised central 
defenders. 

Tasmanian goalkeeper Corey Baldock, who 
has previously played in Bolivia, will also be at 
the club for trials as the Falcons look for cover 
for number one keeper Bojo Jevdjevic. 


Stuart Munro ... on the hunt for 
a striker or two. 


CONFED cuP 
CHANGES? 


the dates of the Confederations’ Cup 
could be changed. 
There has been criticism of the timing of the 
eight-nation Cup which takes place in January 
in the middle of the European soccer 
season. World champions France and 
Brazil are among the countries taking 


| Fe. President Sepp Blatter has said 


In a statement FIFA said the 
Confederations’ Cup and the thorny 
issue of releasing players for the / 
event was discussed at a meeting 
between Blatter, British 
Minister of Sport Tony Banks 
and English F.A, chief 
| executive Graham Kelly on 
| Wednesday. 

Because the Jan. 8-20 dates for the 
Confederations’ Cup clash with league action in 


MACARTHUR DISTRICT SOCCE 


ASSOCIATION INC 


:following positions for 1999 


REPRESENTATIVE COACH 
Senior Coaching Panel 


3. Under 21 Super League Coach 

4. Under 18 Super League Coach 
5. Under 16 Super Youth League Coach 
6. Under 15 Super Youth League Coach 


9. Under 1 
10. Under 


Applications for positions 3 — 10 


This very progressive and ambitious organisation invites applications for the 


1. Association Development Coach 
2. Senior Youth League Coach (including team coaching) 
Applications for the above positions close on 
Wednesday, 9th September, 1998 
Minimum Level 3 required 


7. Under 14 Super Youth League Coach 
8. Under 13 Super Youth League Coach 


Friday, 18th September, 1998 
(Minimum Level 2 required) 

and may be followed by a Practical Assessment 
by the Senior Coaching Panel 


R FOOTBALL 


2 Junior League Coach 
14 Junior League Coach 


close on 


Reedswain 
Australia 


Soccer coaching books, video and CD Roms. 
Holland, Brazil, Italy, Germany. 
Register with Reedswain for a 


FREE colour Brochure. 


(02) 9584 2201 


England, Spain and Italy, Blatter said FIFA's 
executive will examine alternative dates for the 
competition or reducing the number of days for 
which FIFA regulations stipulate players must 
be released, 

The issue will be examined in greater 
depth at FIFA executive committee 
meetings on Sept. 24-25, 

Australia knows all about the thorny 
issue of player releases, particularly 

when we have players at such 
powerful clubs as Aston Villa, 
Leeds United and West Ham. 

At the last Confed Cup 
Australia stunned the world by 

making the final, beating 

Mexico, Uruguay and 
drawing with Brazil on the way to a disastrous 
final, which saw Mark Viduka sent-off. 


LATEST 


Ring 


Post all applications with details of experience anc! qualifications to: 
The Secretary, MDSFA Inc. 
P 0 Box 951, Campbelltown NSW 2560 


CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE ON: 
www.reedswain.com.au 


Australian News 


WATCH OUT 
FOR WATKINS 


‘orthern Spirit played in front of over 
2,000 fans at Brookvale Oval in 
Sydney’s North Shore in a midweek 
friendly, proof yet again that there are 
north shore supporters just dying to see 
Ericsson Cup Soccer, and Spirit, in particular. 

All the major stars turned out, including Robbie 
Slater (right), Kresimir Marusic and Ian Crook, yet 
a young local keeps grabbing the limelight by con- 
tinually scoring for Spirit, - 

His name is Danie! Watkins and he scored in the 
side’s 4-0 victory. 

Spirit flew out of the blocks against the Manly 
Warringah Premier League Champions Brookvale, 
to take a 3-0 lead at the break thanks to goals from 
Arnold, Marusic and the former Sydney Utd 
defender Mark Rudan. 

With Arnold giving his entire reserve bench a 
mun in the second stanza, the side eased off some- 
what, however it was the impressive Watkins who 
scored the fourth goal. 

Brookvale had Matt Lowe (Newcastle Breakers) 
and David Guzzo (Leichhardt Tigers) in their line- 
up. 

Spirit played in the nation’s capital on the week- 
end in their first hit-out against an Eriesson Cup 
side, in this case it was Canberra Cosmos (see 
match report on page two ). 

Iv’s only a month to go till the start of the season, 
and ticket sales at the club are very strong, with 
Spirit playing in the marquee game of the round, 
against Sydney Olympic on October 9. 

See page four for details on Daniel Watkins. 


CERVINSKI FOR 


BOSNICH TOPS 


‘ark Bosnich has been named Oceania's ‘goal- 
keeper of the century’. The Aston Villa and 
Socceroo player was the overwhelming choice in 
a poll by the International Federation of 
Football History and Statistics, 
The ex-Sydney Utd keeper received 53 votes to the 21 of run- 
ner-up Frank van Hattum of New Zealand. 
Despite a recent sex-scandal, and minor incidents along the 
way, Bosnich (right) remains an idol to many and, is arguably, 
the best keeper in the English Premier. 


Ae Dwyght Tuffnell reports that Adelaide Sharks have 
jigned a third new player in the lead up to the new Ericsson 
Cup season, 

Midfielder John Gibson makes the short move from Adelaide 
City to join Manfred Schaefer and the Sharks, 

Paul Souris and Derek Poimer have already signed and 
Schaefer is hoping that a fourth player will soon be signed up. 

“Hamilton Thorp is training with us, but it still has to go to 
the tribunal,” said Schaefer. 

‘Thorp was loaned out to English club Portsmouth but failed to 
make an impact at the First Division club, He was linked with 
Sydney Olympic on his return but is believed to be keen to link 
up again with the Sharks and now the matter rests with the tri- 
bunal. 

It will be a new look Sharks this season as Schaefer has 
trimmed down what was a very large squad. 

“T've had to cut the squad down. Last season there were about 
28 players.” 

Out go Nathan Day, Andrew Borghetto, Jim Tsekinis and 
Pablo Cardozo. 

Also gone are John Cutillo, Brazilians Pedro Oliveira and 
Regirialdo Da Silva as Schaefer creates a more managable squad. 

“We've got about 15 first graders and four or five kids at the 
moment. Lou Hristodoulou isn’t back yet and Jose Iriarte is 
training with us, but nothing has been decided with him as yet.” 

The Sharks have two derby games against the Zebras coming 
up and further matches are planned against South Australian 
slate league teams. 

Schaefer said that pre-season had been going well and the 


| club was looking forward to the new season. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC? 


‘ourneyman Adrian Cervinski is training 

with Sydney Olympic. The striker, who 
began his career at Melbourne Knights, then 
joined Wollongong Wolves, went back to the 
Knights before joining his brother David at 
Carlton last year. 

Sydney Olympic meanwhile have stepped up 
their pre-season training with a game against 
Marconi at Bossley Park last week, The game 
ended 1-1. 

They also played NSW Super League Minor 
Premiers Bonnyrigg White Eagles (pictured 
below) the previous week. 

On the playing front Olympic have two play- 
ers from South Korea trialling with them, one 
of them scoring a beauty against Marconi in the 
friendly. 

Former Falcons keeper Jim Kourtis, who 
signed a few months ago, is injured but should 
be back in the next week. 

And a Brazilian player trialled recently but 
was sent packing, his play not good enough for 
Olympic. 


“There’s a been a little bit of uncertainty with the privatisation. 
of the club but once that’s sorted out everyone will know where 
they stand,” 

Schaefer is refreshed and glad to be back after a year out of 
the game and thinks this season could be one of the best ever. 

“T think the standard dropped a little bit last season. 

“This season though, is going to be very exciting, it’s very 
‘open, it’s hard to pick who will the championship.” 


PETER 
TSEKENIS 
FAN CLUB!! 


After appearing topless on an island beach 
last week in ‘Soccer Spice’s’ piece on Sydney 
Olympic, Soccer Weekly has had a number of 
requests to print more pictures of Sydney 
Olympic adonis Peter Tsekenis! 

We are happy-to oblige. Here he is on holiday 
in Greece during the off-season, 

With him is his new wife. Sorry if we have dis- 
appointed any of the ladies who contacted us. 
Yes, he is married, and his off-season trip was 
also his honeymoon. 
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hose who contemplate nominating 

for the position of Soccer Australia 

chairman, that is David Hill’s suc- 

cessor, should be quite clear about 
one thing. And so should those who are 
about to install him (or her). 

‘The next Soccer Australia chairman will be 
‘one of the most powerful men in the world 
football. Yes, that’s right the soccer boss of a 
non-soccer country being one of the leaders of 
the world’s most important sport. 

It’s simple, The international political reality 
is that the next Soccer Australia chairman will 
be the next president of the Oceania Football 
Confederation (OFC), Because the OFC is now 
a fully fledged member confederation of FIFA, 
with full voting powers on the FIFA executive, 
and because there are but six Confederations in 
the world, the OFC chief will sit at the big table 
of the world game and will be one of its most 
influential men, 

‘On the executive, only the FIFA president 
himself, Sepp Blatter, wields more power than 
the chiefs of the six confederations, 

‘The Australian boss will sit, on technically an 
equal footing, with men like UEFA chief 
Lennart Johansson, Asia’s Peter Velappan, and 
the once touted heir apparent to Joao Havelange, 
the African Issa Hayatou. He will be a man of 
immense influence and power, one of the key 
Sculptors of the game’s shape and future. 

Of course there is a catch, And that is that 
the new man should busy himself mending the 
fences with the OFC which is predecessor has 
left in such a ragged state. That is kiss and 
make up with the former enemy. The faddish 
and trendy nonsense that Dayid Hill cultivated 
during his brief stewardship was that the OFC 
Was a powerless confederation, small in its 
numbers of members and made up of small, 
insignificant nations who can have no collec 
tive force in the game's geopolitics. 

‘That of course was crap and it was proven to 
be so when Hill, with gross naivete, attempted 
to convince the FIFA congress of the view that 
the OFC should be nullified and its members 
merged with Asia, Would FIFA’s member 
nations vote to make Asia, one of its biggest 
confederations even bigger? 

Of course not, And if they did, would not 
necessarily benefit the Oceania nations, includ- 
ing Australia? No, again, So Hill was humiliat- 
py and out-voted. 


a . 

Tn the midst of all that, Hill, with what he 
felt were proper political motives, championed 
the cause of driving a wedge between ourselves 
and our Oceania neighbours who of course 
always viewed us with suspicion because of 
our size and power compared to theirs. 

It has been reported that he insulted the cur- 
rent president of the OFC, New Zealander 
Charlie Dempsey, by likening him to British 
sitcom character Albert Steptoe. For that 


Dempsey wanted an apology. Needless to say | 


he never got it. 

At the OFC congress in Brisbane earlier this 
year high level FIFA officials tried desperately 
Hill to square things somehow with Dempsey. 
To do it behind closed doors, generating no 
publicity and no loss of face. 

Hill would not have a bar of it and left the 
city without even attending the congress. It left 
Australia isolated from the OFC and the 
Oceania members even further solidified 
behind Charlie Dempsey. 

What now remains is a political mess which 
the new Soccer Australia chairman has been left 
to clean up. But cleaned up it must be. The cer- 
tainty that emerges from all this is that the OFC 
is here to stay and it is more legitimate and pow- 
erful than ever. The other certainty is that 
Australia, if itis to regain some sort of political 
relevance, has to fall in line and take its place 
back in the OFC. If the OFC will have it, 

‘The impression one gets is that De 
and his OFC supporters bear no grudge « 
Australia, only against some individuals who 
have worked to snub the organisation. The vet- 
eran Dempsey will want to leave a lasting lega- 
cy on his eventual retirement. And that should 
be that the collapsing fence between the OFC 
and its most powerful nation has been mended 
and that the confederation, with a strong 


Australian superstar, Frank Farina, 


Australia in the cockpit, can lead the region 


into a healthy next century, 

‘The invitation then is there for Australia to 
reclaim its place as the leading force within the 
OFC. Some hard work needs to be done in the 
form of sporting diplomacy. But this will not 
be hard and it will be well worth it for it will 


give Australia a place of power and influence | 


in the world of football vastly disproportionate | 


to its status within international football. 
It should be the new chairman’s number one 
mission. 


DAVID O'CONNOR, 
MR FIXIT 


By Roy Hay 


avid O’Connor, current coach at 

North Geelong in the Victorian 

State League Division One and 

President of the Victorian Soccer 
Coaches Association, is getting a reputation 
as Mr Fixit, 

When he took over at North, the club was 
languishing in the relegation zone after four 
home defeats in its opening five matches, 

Since then North has risen as high as sixth 
spot and is currently in eighth position, 

Certainly the arrival on loan of former play- 
et Mijo Trupkovic from the Melbourne Knights 
has helped, but O'Connor has transformed the 
playing style of the team and had it showing an 
open, attacking approach which was winning 
back the fans. 

North is not the first club O'Connor has 
resuscitated, At Richmond he took the club 
from bottom of the league after five rounds to 
promotion in his first year. 

At Morwell Falcons he helped the team rise 
from third bottom of the first division to the 
third top of the Premier League and a Grand 
Final over two years, 

Holland Park went from the bottom of the 
Teague to a championship Won in the last game 
of the season, and at St Albans he saved the 
club from relegation even though the club was 


second bottom after ten rounds when he took 
over. 

Another Victorian coach, Tony Vrzina, has a 
similar reputation as the man to call on when 
things go wrong, but O'Connor seems to be 
able to turn things around better than most. 


David O’Connor 
Pic by Roy Hay 


SECOND FARINA ERA 


BEGINS AT MARCONI 


et lige 


he official launch of the Marconi Stallions 
1998-99 Ericsson Cup season took place 
at Club Marconi last Tuesday, The 
event was simultaneous with the launch 

of a book by the new Marconi coach and 


‘The book, entitled “My World Is Round’, is an 
account of Farina’s career and experiences. It 
details his early years, through to his European 
venture and triumphant retum home as player and 
coach. 

Farina achieved at both club and international level, 
and he blazed the trail to Europe that so many other 
Australian players have followed. 

As if to justify the symbolism in the book title, Farina’s career 
comes almost full circle as he returns to his old stamping ground, 
where he scaled championship heights in the late 1980s. It seems 
the hunger is still present, and Marconi clearly view Farina as the 
man to take the club back to the top. 

The players are enthusiastic about the opportunity to work 
with one of the most charismatic personalities in the Australian 
game. 

Club captain Brad Maloney spoke highly of his early experi- 
ences of the new coach. 


“It is a very positive thing because the players relate to him 
and look up to him. We have a lot of respect for him and for 
what he has achieved in the game,” Maloney said. 

“He brings his European experience with him and gives 
the players something to aspire to,” he added. 
‘The season kicks off on October 10, with Marconi 
away at Farina’s former club, Brisbane Strikers. 
Maloney was understandably more cautious in 
discussing Marconi’s championship prospects, 
choosing to play down talk of instant success. 
“We have had a few changes on the playing staff 
and we have a new coach, so we will see how it 
goes. Our aim is to be successful and we will cer- 
tainly be competitive. We will aim to make the finals 
and take it from there, The competition will be very even 
this season,” he said. 

Success has followed Farina since his original stint at 
Marconi, After a productive seven year spell in Europe, where he 
topped the goalscoring charts in Belgium, became a huge star 
and moved to Bari in the Serie A, he returned to Australia to lead 
Brisbane Strikers to an historic grand final victory in the 1996-97 
season. 

Whether he can continue his talismanic effect and inspire 
Marconi to glory once again remains to be seen, but it would be 
unwise to bet against it. 


Frank Farina as Captain of the Socceroos in his last game for his country, against Ghana in 1995. 


written by respected Australian coach specialising in 

youth, Richard Alagich, and titled, ‘Winning 
‘Through Technique and Tactics’ has been officially accepted 
in a big way in Japan. 

‘The well-written manual which already has been endorsed by 
FIFA, has now been included as part of the curriculum at Japan's 
Institute of Sport and Management, based in Tokyo. 

Alagich (right) who is Head of Youth Development at 
Northern Spirit, is expected to give lectures to students at the 
Institute in Tokyo as soon as our new NSL season ends, 

Recognised as one of Australia’s highest qualified and experi- 
enced youth coaches and director of the large Pacific Soccer 


T: excellent Australian Soccer coaching publication 


Camps, Alagich said: F 
“Many years of hard work 
and study that I've done in 
former Yugoslavia and here 
in Australia, have culminat- 
ed in producing my coach- 
ing method manual. It’s 
now gratifying to see that 
the Japanese have embraced 
my book and will be using 
it at their Institute of Sport 
in Tokyo as an important 
part of their curriculum.” 
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Northern NSW 


NBN LEAGUE RESERVE GRADE 
FIRST GRADE Budgewoi 4 Dudley 1 
Hamilton 4 Edgeworth 2 
RESERVE GRADE UNDER 19s 
Hamilton 3 Edgeworth 0 Dudley 1 Phoenix 1 
UNDER 18s 
Maitland 6 Hamilton 1 FEDERATION YOUTH LEAGUE 
2HD 2ND DIVISION Ul3s 
FIRST GRADE Oxley 1 Weston 0 
Lambton 5 West Wallsend 0 allother games cancelled due to wet weather 
PREMIER LEAGUE Ferhill 0 Cringila Lions 4 
ROUND 21 Helensburgh 0 Dapto 2 
Port Kembla 1 Kemblawarra 1 
Cringila Lions 46 points —_Lysaghts 2. Northern United 3 
Port Kembla Ah 
White Eagles 40 POSTPONED GAME 
Wollongong Olympic 34 ROUND 18 
Bulli 28 Northern United 1 Cringila Lions 0 
Lysaghts 27 ROUND 22 
Northern United 25 FIRST DIVISION 
Fernhill 25 Shoalhaven City 2 Woonona 0 
Kemblawarra 24 Balgownie Rangers 5. Shellharbour City 2 
Coniston Lions 20 Illawarra United 3 Highlands United 2 
Helensburgh 7 Picton Rangers 2 Albion Park 1 
Dapto 16 Western Suburbs. 3 South Coast United 2 
ROUND 22 University 4 Warilla Wanderers 0 
White Eagles 3 Bulli 3 Bellambi 0 Tarrawanna 3 
Wollongong Olympic 0 Coniston Lions 3 Berkeley 2 Kiama 4 
> 
XXXX LEAGUE Mt Gravatt 27 9:6 eal = 14-7AO 50) 25 
Gold Coast 27 6 GisslS 34, 59le 524 
P W OD UL GF GAPTS Beenleigh Zip eA e023) 252.7312 
Brisbane City BAS 6. 226802) 63. 
Rochedale Rov Diese 28 thes 27.53 ROUND 27 
Brisbane Lions 27.16. 4.7. 50 34 2 Taringa Rovers 0 Rochedale Rov 1 
IPSW Knights 7 See) Ny =) TRS a=, ge Fn 72 Brisbane City 2 Wynnum 0 
Taringa Rovers TIS NS AS ae ls AD = 24 BD IPSW Knights 3 Brisbane Lions 1 
Wynnum 27 8 4 15. 32 478. Mt Gravatt 2 Gold Coast 3 
B'berg Waves 7 9 J 17 34 S4 28 Beenleigh 0 B'Berg Waves 2 


IPSWICH STUN LIONS WITH TEENAGE PRODIGY 


By Glenn Davis 


pswich Knights maintained their late season rush to 
surge into the XXXX soccer league semi-finals with an 
upset 3-1 home win against Brisbane Lions at Eric 
Evans Reserve on Sunday. 

Ipswich, who have strung five consecutive league wins 
together to reach the play-offs, put the writing on the wall for an 
upset, banging in two first half goals to dominate Lions who 
produced a Jekyll and Hyde performance after their 4-nil 
drubbing the previous week of league champion Brisbane City. 

The Knights’ finished a long 27 game season in fourth place 
at the expense of Taringa Rovers, long touted as certain semi- 
finalists, following their I-nil loss to Rochedale Rovers at Jack 
Speare Park. 

A late goal from experienced striker Clayton Koch sunk 
Taringa who earlier had missed a crucial penalty from 
experienced sweeper Dmitri Theochari. 

The Knights, who began the match needing nothing less than 
a win to grab a semi-final berth, couldn't have wished for a 
better start, when Damien Conquest scored after only two 
minutes in controversial circumstances. 

Lions’ defender Steve Starr was in hot pursuit of Conquest 
when he stopped chasing to appeal the ball rolling out of play. 

With several other Lions’ defenders also not playing the 
whistle, Conquest ran towards the near-post unmarked to slot 
home past Lions keeper Jason Lucas. 

The Lions’ defence had a torrid first half with several 
misunderstandings between Lucas and some of his defence. 

Ipswich missed a golden opportunity to increase their lead in 
the 7th minute when John Clark missed from 18 metres into an 
open goal after Lucas was left sprawled on the ground after a 
valiant save on a Peter Vogler shot. 

Such was their early dominance, Ipswich only had to wait 
until the 13th minute to bag their second when Vogler rushed 
onto a long free kick to score after his first attempt luckily fell 
perfectly after rebounding off Lucas. 


Lions made a valiant comeback in the last 15 minutes pegging 
back the difference to one goal when veteran Steve Jackson 
tapped in from close range after Ipswich keeper Barney Smith 
fumbled a Frank Mengotti free-kick. 

However, Lions’ belated comeback was snuffed out seven 
minutes from normal time when Clark slotted home next to the 
upright after being set-up by a header from Vogler ouitside the 
box. 

Ipswich coach Mike Mulvey was delighted with his team’s 
win in front of a big home crowd which also celebrated the 
unification this season of local clubs St Helens and Coalstars 
into the XXXX league under the Ipswich Knights’ banner. 

The match also unearthed a future promising career for 16- 
year-old striker Lawrence Drake. 

Despite his inexperience in the State's premier league, the 
Papua New Guinean gave his former club plenty of concen and 
never shirked the responsibility against the most experienced 
defence in the league. 

Drake, who was plucked out of Lions’ youth side this year, 
eamed the praise of Muley after the match. 

“He dominated a very experienced defence and it was great to 
see him play so well against his old club,” Mulvey said. 

Mulvey agreed with the assessment that Ipswich was the only 
side who tried to play football in the windy conditions while 
Lions reverted to bypassing midfield in a long ball game. 

“We've had to win our last five games to make the semis and 
now we're there,” a delighted Mulvey said. 

“We've played Lions three times now, winning twice and 
drawing the other, and we've got nothing to fear when we meet 
them in the semi-finals next week.” 

Lions, who needed only to draw to retain the vital second 
place, will meet Ipswich in the knock-out semi-final at Perry 
Park next Sunday while Brisbane City play Rochedale in the 
major semi-final at the same venue. 

In other matches, Brisbane City downed Wynnum 2-nil, Goid 
Coast had a thrilling 3-2 win over Mt Gravatt while Bundaberg 
downed wooden spooners Beenleigh 2-0. 


et weather caused the 

postponement of the NBN Soccer 

League minor semi-final match 

between Broadmeadow Magic 
and Toronto-Awaba Stags on Saturday, wit 
the match rescheduled for Tuesday (today) at 
Adamstown Oval. 

On Sunday the minor semi-final between 
Premiers, Edgeworth Eagles and club champions, 
Hamilton Olympic was an action packed affair, 

Edgeworth had lead 2-0 at half-time but played 
the second session with ten men after Todd Bailey 
was sent off in the 45th minute for a solid tackle, 
on Craig Wallwork. 

Hamilton coach, Greg Smith made a tactical 
change substituting David Fahey into the match at 
half-time. 

Fahey, a renowned mud-runner, scored a hat- 
trick within the first 20 minutes to have Olympic 
well in the match and on their way to the grand 
final, 

Rob Mooney sealed the win, 4-2, with his 85th 
minute goal. 

Edgeworth will have to await the result of the 
Broadmeadow and Toronto-Awaba match on 
‘Tuesday to know their opponents for next week's 
final at Jack McLaughlan Oval. 


ambton Jaffas walloped West Wallsend 5-0 in 

the 2HD final on Sunday at Johnson Park, to 
| set up a grand final showdown with Budgewoi 
| next Sunday at Breakers Stadium. 

‘A 38th minute own goal and two penalties sunk 
the Westy mob ending their first grade season, 

Wes Sergeant 39th minute, Brett Macauley 
(penalties) 54th and 56th minutes and Brian 
Southall’s 66th minute header ensured Lambton 
are able to defend their 1997 grand final victory 
over South Cardiff Gunners, 

West Wallsend will play in both the reserve 
and youth grade grand finals next Sunday at 
Breakers Stadium capping off a good season for 
them, 

“I'm disappointed that first grade bowed out 
today,” said West Wallsend Secretary Ted Rowe. 

“Lambton are a good side and were much 


‘est Torrens Birkalla Eagles are 

into their second successive 

grand final after eliminating 

Campbelltown Red Devils 2-1 
in last week’s preliminary final, thanks to 
the prolific goalscoring machine of Jason 
Trimboli scoring a brace to make it 23 goals 
for the season. 

Birkalla Eagles will face Croydon Kings on 
Friday night under the magnificent Hindmarsh 
Stadium lights that will commence at 7.30pm. 
SRTI 92,7 FM soccer commentators will start 
broadcasting from 6.00pm with update scores 
from the State League grand final between 
Modbury Jets and Para Hills Knights 
(commences 5.30pm), the highlight will be 
Adelaide City’s Brad Hassell getting the all 
clear from Zoran Matic to play with the 
Modbury Jets, (Hassell has been guesting for 
the Jets all season). SRTI will have special 
guests, previewing the Premier League Grand 
Final, until an uninterrupted call from 7.30pm. 

South Australian Premier league grand 
finalists Croydon Kings will be out to prove 
that their second semi-final win against 
Birkalla was no fluke (winning 4-3 in a penalty 
shoot out), with a week's rest and only Roy 
Zito out due {0 suspension, the Kings are 
blessed with youth and experience. 


| The experience of Shane Porter, Rick — 
| 


-FAHEY'S HAT-TRICK 
_ SEALS COMEBACK 


better than us today, they will give Budgewoi a 
mun for their money on Sunday, 

“We have had a top year, reserve grade and the 
youth squad will play in the grand final, 

“In two years back in second division we have 
progressed more than ten years in first division 
and are working towards being able to meet all the 
criteria to push for inclusion again in first division. 

“We are one of the oldest clubs around and are 
very proud of our achievements and this year will 
give us all some heart and direction for the 
future.” 


Nees NSW commenced their national 
women’s campaign in Adelaide on Sunday 
with an impressive 3-0 victory over last year’s 
beaten finalists Victoria, 

‘Two quick goals had Victoria on the ropes ‘after 
Tracy Baker (Cardiff) slammed the ball into the 
roof of the net in the 11th minute from a 20 metre 
direct free kick and Martene Edwards (Lismore) 
scoring the second one minute later with a low 
drive that found its way through the Victorian 
keepers legs. 

Tracey Oldham (Charlestown) finishing off the 
Victorians in the 55th minute with a timely left 
foot shot from the edge of the penalty area, 

“A good start to the tournament,” said coach 
Mark Jones, 

“We have come here to win and this is as good 
a start you could want, the confidence is up and 
we played well,” 


= 
= 
om 
C=) 
ma 
ms = J 
Qa 
= 
rr 
r= | 
Ce, 
re 
= 
> } 
= 
iaugel 
“ 


INTO GRAND FINAL 


Piotrowski and John Fontanarosa and the youth 
of Josh Christison, Marcin Kierno and Joel 
Porter have all been in good form and are all 
capable of hitting the back of the net. 

Coach Jan Kierno has done a brilliant job 
with the club after winning promotion this 
season from the State League, he has got them 
into a grand final and no doubt should be 
crowned Coach of the Year. 

The club have also their under 19's and 23's 
in the grand final 

Charlie Villani's Birkalla Eagles will be 
pumped tip for this clash, after going down in 
last year’s grand final to the Adelaide Raiders, 

Villani will be hoping that history doesn’t 
repeat itself and they finally grab that elusive 
trophy which has eluded the club since winning 
the treble in 1950, 51” and 52’, 

The key will obviously be in form striker 
Jason Trimboli, if he is given a bit of space to 
move he will certainly punish the Kings 
defence. 

Other players can also turn it on, including 
Sammy Barbaro, Lachlan Campbell (Will be 
trialing with Adelaide City), Jamie Carreno, 
Steven Degiovanniello, Frank Sergi and the 
ever reliable captain Greg Mills will all be 
pressing hard to bring the cup home to Camden 
Sportsfield, 
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FROM BUSH TO BRADFORD 
AND BACK: STERG’S STORY 


ABSW’s Mark Fowler chats to Ericsson Cup star Marcus Stergiopoulos 


o score a superb goal in a Grand 

Final is a dream for all of us. One 

man who did that last year is 

Carlton player Marcus 
Stergiopoulos. 

“Tt was a very emotional moment,” said 

Stergiopoulos, “When it went in I just ran to 
Eddie Krncevic (Carlton’s coach) and 
wouldn’t let go of him!” 
History shows Carlton, in their first season 
in the NSL, unluckily lost to South Melbourne 
2-1, a late goal preventing the newcomers 
from causing a huge upset. 


Marcus at Carlton last season. 


Stergiopoulos came on a substitute in the 
Grand Final, after injuring his knee against 
Adelaide Sharks during the regular season. A 
comeback against Newcastle saw the knee go 
again, and he had to settle for a place on the 
bench as the team kept on winning. 

“T wouldn’t change a thing about the 
season,” said Stergiopoulos, “If anyone had 
offered me (what happened) before the season 
started I would have taken it.” 

Stergiopoulos said that the same scenario 
this season but this time a victory in the 
Grand Final, would go down well. 

“Tt would be a dream come true. Because 
we did so well in our first year there is a lot of 
pressure on us now, but like all the other clubs 
we've got to make sure first we get into the 
top six.” 

Stergiopoulos’ career could have been 
much different however. He spent three 
seasons with English first division side 
Bradford City, who he impressed enough first 


to be taken on as a YTS (Youth 
Training Scheme) player, then, as a 
first year professional. 

“I played for Victoria in the 
State Championships, and was 
advised to try overseas. I 
fixed up trials with a few 
clubs in the UK, and paid 
my own airfare over 
there. Bradford were the 
first club that offered 
me a contract and 
they also paid for 
my accommod- 
ation.” 

In charge at 
Valley Parade at 


the time was former Welsh coach, and Leeds 
player, Terry Yorath, who Stergiopoulos 
remembers as being hard but fair. 

“He let me ring home every Friday, which 
for someone of my age (16) was good. 


Australians wear!) and when snow 
called a game off, a picture of a 
bemused Stergiopoulos with a 

headline Wizard of Oz was the local 
paper’s offering. 

Coming back to his home 
town of Sale, Stergiopoulos 
spent five seasons playing for 
Morwell — now Gippsland 
—Falcons and working in 

his family’s business. An 
opportunity to play full- 
time for Carlton was 
too good to turn 

down though. 
“T ended up at 

Carlton after Eddie 
played for Gippsland. Coach at the time Frank 
Arok recommended Eddie play for a season to 
get his name re-acquainted with the soccer 
people, so he played at Gippsland. When he 
took over at Carlton he then bought me for the 


However as a coach he was a hard man.” 

Yorath left the Bantams after an 
unsuccessful spell in charge, and was replaced 
by the former Millwall boss John Docherty. In 
the club’s recent history no 
manger has been more reviled @@ 
by the fans than Docherty, for © 
a succession of average 
signings from his old club and 
being an exponent of the long 
ball game. 

“Docherty was my worst 
gaffer ever. (Bradford 
goalkeeper Paul) Tomlinson 
would hoof the ball forward 
so it came down with snow on 


Stergiopoulos then played under formucr 
Arsenal and Manchester United striker Frank 
Stapleton, who in contrast to Docherty tried to 
get the club playing the ball on the ground. By 
then though, Stergiopoulos was planning to 
come back to Australia. 

“My contract was due to expire and I 
hadn’t been playing 
well. My mother 
was sick back in 
Australia and my 
heart wasn’t 
really in it,” a 

At the time of signing for og, 
Bradford there hadn't been an == 


Australian player at the club, Doct R Cy ip 
so the local press reacted 


with predictable enthusiasm. He was 
pictured wearing a hat with corks (like all 


club, and a tribunal set a transfer fee of 30 
thousand dollars.” 

Although a striker as a young player in 
England, the tyro now plays as an attacking 
left wingback. 

“Basically the club said 
because I was quick and fit I 
sould go well playing on the 

left flank. I am naturally 

tight-footed but my left 
foot is probably nearly as 
good now,” 
Stergiopoulos said he 
missed the applause that 
goalscorers get, but his 
strike in the Grand Final 
certainly earned him more 
than polite clapping! 

“Tt was magic to put a smile on all those 
Carlton fans’ faces. It was just a dream come: 
true.” 

The voluble 25 year old added that he 
enjoyed the professional life, and he thought 
the secret of Carlton’s success last year was 
that the players were always 
together, both for 

training and social 

events. 

However he 
admitted he would 
AS like to play for Bradford again, as 
“a= he felt he had some “unfinished 

business there”. Nevertheless the 

professional lifestyle at Carlton 
suits him down to the ground, and he 
said how lucky he felt to be playing 


professional soccer. 

This young man has taken a round about 
way of getting to be a Grand Final hero, but a 
way that has given him the experience of 
having lived overseas at an early age. 

Maybe a bumper year at Carlton followed 
by the winner in the Grand Final will see him 
completing that “unfinished business”. 


Sterg in his Falcons days. 
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SUPER LEAGUE 
GRAND FINAL 
Sunday 6 September 

IST U/21 US 
Bonnyrigg WE vs Blacktown City 04 
Bonnyrigg WE vs Blacktown City 30 
Parramatta Eagles vs Blacktown City. 340 
DIVISION ONE 
GRAND FINAL 
IST UAI U/S 
Hurstville City ys Fairfield Bulls 89 
Hills Utd vs Manly Warringah Ol 
Bathurst '75 vs Hlawarra Lions 24 
DIVISION TWO 
GRAND FINAL 
IST UAL UNS 
Hajduk Wanderers vs Hurstville ZSC 1-0 
Hajduk Wanderers vs Greystanes 54 
Mt Druitt Tn Rangers vs Hajduk Wanderers 13 
DIVISION THREE 
SEMI FINALS 
Major Semi Final 
Saturday 5 September 
IST 2ND 
Sydney Uni vs Maroubra Utd wlo 
Flamencos vs Glebe Wanderers wlo 
Minor Semi Final 
Saturday sth September 
~ 
IST 2ND 
‘Camden Tigers vs Colo Colo. wlo 
Prospect Utd vs Trasandinos wlo 
***Trasandinos vs Sydney Uni 310 21 
**=Rescheduled game from Round 21 
FEDERATION 
DIVISION FOUR 
ROUND 26 
IST 2ND 
Nepean District vs Lithgow Workmen who wlo 
Balmain Tigers vs CSI Schofields 1-2 5-2 
Earlwood Hermes vs Holy Cross 13 
Sunday 6th September 
IST 2ND 
Marrickville vs Sydney Cres Star 04 92 
St Josephs vs Springwood 0-1 43 
Earlwood Hermes ys Fairfield Kings pip 0-3 
Prairiewood Utd vs Fraser Park Pe alch 
Holy Cross vs Utd Eagles 3-0 3-0 
Fraser Park vs Fairfield Kings 10 20 
Fairfield City Kings vs Springwood 02 09 
*=Rescheduled game from Round 22 
FIRST GRADE 
PWODUL F A ODIFPTS 
Fraser Park 23 AT AS A GF 20 MALS. 
Prairiewood Uid- > 25 18 9 1 61.31 40 54 
Holy CrossRyde 23.13 5 5 49 25 24 44 
Sydney Cres Star 2412 4 8 46 43 3 40 
Nepean District WB: WS Pe Se 5 ND 38 
Marrickville B99 8 6 43°31 12 35 
Springwood 2°10 4 Wl St 50 34 
St Josephs 24-96 9 36 4D -5) 33 
CSI Schofields 23 10 Dahle 42 43 32 
Fairfield City Kings 22 9 5 8 38 28 10 29 
Balmain Tigers 24 6 5 13 40 46 4 23 
United Eagles 244 8 12 30 47 -17 2 
Lithgow Workmen's 23 4 1 18 26 75 -48 13 
EarlwoodHermes 22 1 1 20 17 89 -72 4 


Fairfield Kings — deducted 5 points 


SECOND GRADE 


P WODUL F A ODIFPTS 
Fraser Park 24-16 7 1 59 25 34 5S 
Nepean District 24 16 4 4 7 17 56 52, 
HolyCrossRyde 24 15 5 4 54 23 31 50 


Springwood 25 Siow 
Balmain Tigers 24 12 7 5 
Prairiewood Ud 25:10 «6 «9 61 46 15 36 
Marrickville 2 1 3 9 55 43 12 36 
St Josephs B10 4 9 61 55 6 4 
CSI Schofields 24 10 4 10 48 45 3 34 
Lithgow Workmen's 24 8 3 13 46 68 -22 27 
Fairfield City Kings 22 6 4 11 35 58 -23 23 
United Eagles % 5 3 16 41 90 49 18 
Sydney Cres Str 25-5 0. 20 41 119 -78 15 
EarlwoodHermes 25 3 0 22 19 75 56 9 
FEDERATION 
DIVISION FIVE 
ROUND 22 
IsT 2ND 
Homenetmen vs Bossy et 28 
AVA Utd vs Racing 00 24 
Sporting SCC vs Eastem Creek Pioneers 04 33 
Kosciuszko vs Auburn Star O1 35 
Liverpool Warriors vs White Valley iat 
AVA United vs Kosciuszko 03 52 
“Rescheduled game from Round 19 
FIRST GRADE 
P WODL EF A ODIFPTS 
Baste Creek Pioneer 18 13 4 1 48 18 30 43 
Auburn Star 19 11 6 2 38 16 22 39 
White Valley 199 5 5 2% 4 32 
AVA United 20 7 5 8 399 3B 1 26 
Bossy 19 6 7 6 32 35 -3 25 
Homenetmen 9 6 6 7 3 44 -5 24 
Sporting SCC 06 5 9 35 42 7 2B 
Kosciusko 99 2 8 239 4 2 
Racing 19 4 105 2 8 1 2 
Liverpool Olympic 19 3 8 8 31 33-2 17 
Liverpol Warriors 19 «1 2 16 18 63 -45 5 
SECOND GRADE 
P W DL F A ODIFPTS 
AVA United 0 142 4-48 21 27 
Liverpool Olympic 19 12 3, 4 56 23 33 39 
Aubum Star 19 12 3 4 61 32 29 39 
White Valley 19 12 3 4 52 32. 20 39 
Eastern Creek Pioneer 18 11 3 4 48 38 6 30 
Sporting SCC 19 9 3 7 44 38 6 30 
Racing 19 6 2 11 44 43 1 20 
Kosciusko 19 4 5 10 42 6 -18 17 
Homenetmen 194 3 12°33 60-27 15 
Bossy 18 3 1 14 21 64 -45 10 
Liverpool Warriors. 19 2 2 15 13 61 -8 8 
WOMEN'S STATE 
LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 
ROUND 18 
Ist 2ND 
Nepean Panthers vs Gladesville Ravens 122 a2 
FIRST GRADE 
P WODL F A ODIFPIS 
NSWINST/Academy 18 16 2 0 93 8 85 50 
NNSWITC/Academy 18 14 3 1 62 41 52. 45 
MarconiFairfeld 18 11 4 3 72 17 65 37 
Sydney United 18 12.5 62 % 46 35 
Sutherland Sharks 18 10-44. 46 25.22 34 
Gladesville Ravens 18 6 1 10 29 61 -32 22 
UWS Macarthur 18 6 1 11 38 61 -33 19 
Moorebank Spots 16 2 0 14 Il 66 -55 6 
Nepean Panthers 16 1 2 13 17 82 -65 5 
Eastem Suburbs «18 0 «1 17-7: «92-85 I 
SECOND GRADE 
P WODL F A DIFPTS 
NNSWITC/Academy 18 14 2 2 64 15 49 44 
Marconi Fairfield 18 13 2 3 57 13 44 41 
Sutherland Sharks 18 13 1 4 76 17 59 40 
Sydney United 1 11 3 4 57.17 40 36 
GladesvilleRavens 18 10 3 5 48 26 22 33 
Eastem Suburbs 18 6 «4 «8 23 23 0 22 
NSWINST/Academy 18 7 0 M1 44 37 7 21 
Nepean Panthers 16 3 0 13 13 & -72 9 
Moorebank Sports 16 2 0 14 7 59 -52 6 
UWS Macarthur 18 «1 1 16 6 103 97 4 
LE =i 


Jim Nikas ... Canterbury M/ville's dynamic attacking 
midfielder. 


Saso Petrovski ... Parra Eagles' forward, snapped up 
by NSL powerhouse Wollongong Wolves. 


See pages 
19-31 for 
the 
Global 
Game. 
ABSW's 
World 
News 
with 


| and 
analysis | 
from 
Africa, 
Asia, 
Latin 
America, 
Croatia, 
Greece, 
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‘ohnny Buonavolglia, Paul Richardson, 

John Angelucci and Steve Berry have all 

been rated equal hot favourites by the 
bookies to take out the Gold Medal award 
this Friday night at the NSW Soccer 
Federation’s annual Presentation Dinner to 
be staged at the Bellevue Reception Centre in 
Bankstown. 

Last year’s winner was 34 year old St 
George sweeper Paul Carter who retired early 
this season to take over the coaching reins of 
the Saints. 

Leichhardt’s mobile striker Buonavoglia has 
had an excellent season for the Tigers in the 
NSW Super League which saw him recently 
snapped up by Newcastle Breakers’ new coach 
Lee Sterrey. 

Also about to graduate from the NSW Super 
League and step into the ranks of National 
League, and rated highly for Friday night's 
Gold Medal, is none other than Blacktown 
City’s Grand Final winning skipper and 
goalscoring central midfielder, Steve Berry. 

The industrious 29-year-old Berry was two 
weeks ago signed up by Sydney United’s boss, 
David Mitchell to play in the National League. 

Bonnyrigg’s central midfielder Paul 
Richardson is up there with Buonavoglia and 
Berry, as is Blacktown’s key striker John 
Angelucci and Sutherland's goalkeeper Paul 
Henderson, 

There are no less than four ranking 
candidates to take out the ‘Coach Of The Year’ 
trophy which last season was won by Dougie 
Utjesenovic the former World Cup defender 
who coached Parramatta Eagles to the rare 
‘double’, 

Friday night sees Bonnyrigg White Eagles’ 
boss John Turner, Blacktown City’s Grand 
Final winner Alex Robertson, Canterbury 
Marrickville Olympic’s John Xipolitas and 
Sutherland's John Lavin all battle for this 
trophy. 

‘The moustachioed, but luckless Turner, has 
in the last two seasons carefully took Bonnyrigg 
into successive Grand Finals without success. 

But the ever consistent Turner this season 


Arno Bertogna 


... Super League coach. 


striker. 


was rewarded by winning the NSW Super 
League Minor Championship by meticulously 
pushing Bonnyrigg first past the post prior to. 
the play-offs. 

Canterbury's very long-serving John 
Xipolitas, again has done wonders with the 
Berries this season. 

Other prominent awards to be made on the 
evening will include “Best and Fairest’-Under 
21s and Under 18s, ‘Goalkeeper of the Year’, 
“Referee Of The Year’, plus for the very first 
time, a team of ‘Super Stars’ will be unveiled 
that has been selected of players from the entire 
NSW Super League, 


sae 


NSW SUPER 


LEAGUE GRAND 
FINAL SPECIAL 


lacktown City’s 
super-sub striker 
Stuart Cleary scored 


the vital ‘Golden Goal’ in 
the 94th minute last Sunday 
at Marconi Stadium to lift 
his team to win the NSW 
Super League Grand Final 
1-0 over a valiant but 
luckless minor league 
champion Bonnyrigg White 


This was Bonnyrigg’s 
heartbreaking second 
consecutive Grand Final loss 
whilst it was Blacktown’s 
second victory since 1991 that 
had preceded three Grand 
Final losses in 1992, '94 and 
95. 

This will be a grand final 
that Cleary will not easily 
forget. 

Coming on in the 73rd 
minute to replace striker 
Sarkis Boudaher, Cleary 
became Blacktown’s hero 
four minutes into extra time. 

Blacktown’s tenacious left 
back Ben Blake, who 
throughout the match was 
highly industrious with his 
fierce tackling and excellent 
crosses, pushed up into the 
attack desperate to blast a 
shot at the target. 

Instead, Blake's shot 
ricochetted off another 
Blacktown attacker and 
luckily bounced across and in 
front to the unmarked, but 
grateful, Cleary. 

With Bonnyrigg’s cover 
defence racing across to the 
sudden danger and with 
goalkeeper Mladen Kos 
already going the other way to 
cut off Blake's initial drive, 
Cleary calmly half-volleyed 
just inside the right upright to 
give the ‘Red and Blacks’ 
their first League 
championship in seven years. 

This final failed to yield 
any great excitement for the 
paying customer as both 
teams had each other's 


measure, Thus it came as no 
real surprise that after 90 
minutes of normal play the 
match still remained without a 


But Bonnyrigg, in all 
honesty, could have wrapped 
up the match in the first 
session but squandered all 
scoring chances following 
three dead ball moves from 
around the edge of the box. 

Blacktown’s defence 
played well but it was their 
industrious midfield quartet of 
Paul Yates, Steve Berry, 
Damien Smith and Damien 
Brown that gave them the 
edge, greatly bolstered by the 
power and drive that 
galvanised them from the left 
back pocket and generated by 
Blake, 

In the 18th minute 
Bonnyrigg’s striker Robbie 
Gomez shaved the base of the 
far post with his right footed 
Jow drive from the right with 
Blacktown’s goalkeeper 
Fernando Greco airborne and 
fully stretched, 

Seven minutes into the 
second session, Blacktown’s 
striker Sarkis Boudaher from 
the exact same spot emulated 
Gomez’ effort with an 
identical result. 

In the 56th minute, “Man 
Of The Match’ Ben Blake, 
perfectly crossed into 
Bonnyrigg’s box for 
Boudaher to chest down but 
badly sliced his shot well off 
target from three metres, and 
10 minutes later Blake 
himself skied his header over 
the top after meeting a Steve 


Berry cross. 

One minute into stoppage 
time a bullet Berry header 
was magnificently blocked 
on the line by the 
courageous Kos to force 
referee Con Diomis to 
signal 30 minutes of extra 
time to be played. 

Best performers for the 
League champions were 
Ben Blake, Damien Smith 
and Steve Berry whilst 
Bonnyrigg’s goalkeeper 
Miaden Kos and left 
midfielder David Harding 
showed heaps of resilience. 

Blacktown City’s coach, 
said: “Actually Blacktown 
City should be playing in the 
NSL as this club does 
everything right. It’s really 
great winning the Grand Final 
in my first season with a 
senior squad, and } thought 
we dominated most of the 
game as they were kept to just 
three 30 odd yard shows. that 
went well over the crossbar. 

“Overall many of the 
players today were able to 
cancel one another out but I 
felt our defence was very 
good with Damien Smith 
winning a lot of ball for us in 
the midfield. Credit to 
Bonnyrigg’s defence which 
kept Angelucci very quiet.” 


BLACKTOWN CITY: 
Greco: Foxe, Langan, Holst, 
Blake: Yates, Berry, Smith, 
Brown: Angelucci, 
Boudaher (Cleary 73rd), 


BONNYRIGG WHITE 
EAGLES: Kos: Xuereb, 
Crnokrar, Dragas, Racker: 
Dee, Richardson, Mancino 
(Poljak 75th), Harding: 
Gomez, Luff. 


Scorer; Blacktown City- 
Cleary 94th ‘Golden Goal’. 


Referee: C, Diomis. 


Crowd: 4,560. 


Steve Berry ... Sydney Utd's new signing was brilliant for the Demons. 
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nother scoreless draw against North 

Korea in Match Two of the three-test 

series in Pyongyang last Tuesday 

afternoon brought disappointment this 

time around to the Australians, knowing that they 
should haye come away with the desired result. 

‘The Matildas dominated the match throughout and 

created numerous clear chances on goal but the 

problem was finding the target. National coach Greg 

Brown summed it up as being ‘too loose in attack and 

no killer instinct’. 


Greg Brown 


Both sides then struggled as monsoonal rain and 
strong winds marred the second half. 


TALES FROM | 
PYONGYANG 


he first match was attended by the North 

Korean Prime Minister along with many 

other senior government officials, filling the 

VIP stand which occupies one entire wing of 
the National Stadium. 

The touring Aussies were mostly restricted to the 
confines of the hotel but were taken out on a few 
‘occasions. 

They went to see the National Circus, an entertaining 
performance with all the traditional amazing acts, but 
some strange was the backdrop scenery which depicted 
power plants and factories. 

Coach Greg Brown took the goalkeepers out one day 


AUSTRALIA 
DISAPPOINTED WITH 
SECOND DRAW 
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“The players and I are disappointed with the result 
today,” said Brown soon after the game. “We were 
the better side with better chances but we failed to put 
them away. The one positive was that we kept a clean 
sheet. The main thing now is to bounce back and win 
the next match.” 

Now more familiar with the conditions and their | 
opponent, Australia had made the necessary 
adjustments. As a result they looked sharper and more 
comfortable on the ball despite the physical tactics of 
the quick North Korean side. A crowd of 15,000 
spectators had come to the National Stadium to 
witness the midweek fixture. 

Australia believed they had in fact taken the lead 
with a chance set up a Cheryl Salisbury long throw- 
in, flicked on by the head of Joanne Peters. Katrina 
Boyd’s volleyed attempt flew goalwards with the 
Korean keeper making a desperate last ditch lunge. | 
Certain the ball had crossed over the goalline in the 
precess, Boyd started her celebrations, only to find 
the referee ruling no goal. 

Other first half opportunities for Peters, Boyd, 
Sunni Hughes and Julie Murray also failed to produce 
that elusive goal. 

‘Australia’s defence held firm as conditions turned 
sour and the wind gusted against them after the break. 
Keeper Belinda Kitching performed well to stave off 
the slippery ball as North Korea moved into attack. 

More Aussie opportunities in the second term fell 
by the wayside with substitute Sharon Black in with 
the best chance for the winner, Supplied with a 
perfect Boyd through-ball, there was only more 
frustration as the ball sailed wide, 

Australia: Kitching, Bartlett, Cooper (capt), Tann- 
Darby (Swaffer 62), Starr, Boyd, Salisbury (Youman 
77), Forman (Iannotta 62), Peters (Black 55), Hughes 
(Ferguson 80), Murray. 


for some specific trainign work, but on arrival at the 
training ground, discovered a match was being played 
there. 

Such was the high regard for the visiting Australians 
and the locals’ efforts to provide every requirement, that 
the match was stopped to allow trainign to proceed. 

Greg and the keepers carried out a 45 minute session 
hefore a captive audience and upon the Aussies’ 
departure, the match resumed. 

‘The Matildas were once awoken at 3 o’clock in the | 
morning by the sound of singers out rehearsing for 
National Day celebrations, 


PTY LTD 


MURRAY WINS IT 


FOR AUSTRALIA 


ustralia’s Matildas won the testing three- 

match series with a welcome 1-0 victory 

over North Korea last Friday afternoon, 

Australia took the field anxious to break 
the drought of goals and knew it would require a 
special effort to forge their way through the 
unrelenting North korea defences. 

In the end it was striker Julie Murray who scored the 
‘winning goal in typical spectacular fashion in the 72nd 
minute. Accepting a pass from midfielder Sharon 
Black, Murray lined up the target and let fly with a 
scorching drive from 20 metres, and this time there 
‘was no way the keeper was going to stop it. 


Sonia Gegenhuber ... Australia’s skipper. 


A thigh injury to Cheryl Salisbury ruled her out for 
the all important game, causing a reshuffle to the 
Australian midfield. Team mate Kim Revell was still 
suffering from a back problem which had flared up 
after the first game, 

North Korea pushed forward more than the previous 
two matches to play the slightly better first half with 
jefence absorbing the pressure well, 

The Matildas then found their rhythm to dominate 
after half-time, initiating attacking moves from the 
back with the forwards making some fantastic runs to 
threaten up front. 

After the goal, heavy rains fell once again, making 
for some desperate defending with Australia clinging 
to its tenuous lead. 

Sweeper Traci Bartlett was flawless in another 
outstanding performance for Australia, Defender 
Anissa Tann-Darby dominated in the air, and Murray 
was creative and dangerous throughout despite 
constant close attention from the opposition. 

“J am really pleased with today’s win and winning 
the series against a very good team,” said National 
coach Greg Brown. “This victory was especially sweet 
because of the way the players ignored the distraction 
of poor refereeing decisions and focused on the job at 
hand, We defended strongly again and held possession 
of the ball well.” 


Julie Murray 


Australia was forced to battle harder than ever for 


._ the win with the home side not letting up at all with the 


Tough play and the refereeing as dubious as ever. 

A crowd of 22,000 was in attendance at the National 
Stadium to witness the deciding match following the 
‘two scoreless draws. 


The Matildas had little time to celebrate their win 
with an early morning flight out of Pyongyang the 
following day,a nd arrived back in Canberra last 
Sunday. 

Australia: Kitching, Bartlett, Gegenhuber (capt), 
Tann-Darby, Starr, Cooper (Peters 55), Forman, 
Youman, Iannotta (Black 68), Murray (Taylor 83), 
Boyd (Hughes 55). 


TOUR SUMMARY 


ustralia’s 1-0 result in the final mateh in 
Pyongyang ended the historic tour on a 
very high note, and topped off a most 
valuable competition experience, 

Not only do the Matildas return home having eared 


| the result of winning the series, but every situation 


encountered on tour has added to each player's 
knowledge and conditioning, 

At this stage of the program, having settled into the 
full-time trainiag regime at the AIS, it was imperative 
to get back into real match play which can only be 
gained in international competition. 

After a gap of nine months since the Tri-Nations 
Series, everyore was itching to line up in the middle of 
the stadium for the real thing, the pressure, the 
atmosphere and all the little things that make up the 
whole match day and competition situation, 

Just as imgortant at this point was a quality 
opponent, and in North Korea, this was certainly the 
case. Physical, fast, athletic and strong, the North 
Koreans also are good technicians, and very 


With a squad of 35 living and working together full- 
time, the North Koreans will only continue to improve 
and will make their mark on the international scene in 
their first World Cup next year, 

But also it was the total package of components 
which made, this tour such a testing learning 
environment, The exposure to big crowds, the rugged 
aggressive tactics, dubious one-sided refereeing, and 
draining climatic conditions might not all sound the 
best, but these are all situations which challenge the 
character, the strength. 

‘These are all things beyond anyone's control, but 
which will be encountered when the stakes are high 
and on big occasions. They are all things which 
increase a player's mental toughness, an ingredient so 
vital to today’s elite footballer. 

Now it’s back to Canberra and the training pitch at 
the AIS. With precious little time before the October 
World Cup Qualifiers in Auckland, there is just one 
focus. 
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By Graham Cooke 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Division Two 


(Final) 

PW SD D Lb oResA*Pts 
Burns Club 21.16 1 0 4 72 28°50 
ANU ob 15) 2 0) 48 GA 25. “49, 
White Eagles 211442 05 55 4 46 
Cooma’ 21.9 4 0 8 43 30 35 
O'Connor Knights 21 10 0 O Il 32 40 30 
Tuggeranong United 21 6 2 0 13 32 60 22 
Defence Academy 21 7 0 O 14 36 56 21 
CanberraDefence 21 1 1 0 19 19 89 5 


Under 23 (final): ANU 60, White Eagles 40, O'Connor 
Knights 39, Burns Club 37, Defence Academy 29, Canberra 
Defence 27, Tuggeranong United 23, Cooma 8, 

DISCIPLINARY RECORD 
(August 29-30) 


Red Cards 15 (4 previous week) 
Yellow Cards 84 (50) 


BEST AND WORST 


ANU 
(Premier 2 Under 23) - 103 goals 


Best attacking record: 


ANU 
(Premier 2 Under 23) - 16 goals 
Canberra City 
(State League 3) 9 goals 
Blue Light 
(State League 1) 116 goals 


Best defensive record: 
Worst attacking record: 


Worst defensive record: 


Preliminary Finals 
Sanday, September 13 
First Grade 


Monaro v Canberra Olympic 
O'Connor Oval 2pm 


Under 23 Grade 


Gungahlin Juyentus v University of Canberra 
O'Connor Oval noon 


Youth Grade 


Belconnen United vy Weston Creek Royals 
O'Connor Oval 10am 


Sanday, September 6, 
Semi-Finals 
First Grade 


Belconnen United 2) 
‘Canberra Olympic 1 


Monaro 0 
Capital City Suns 0 


Under 23; Belconnen United 2 Gungahlin Juventus 1, 
University of Canberra | Canberra Deakin 0. 


Youth: University of Canberra 3 Belconnen United 3 
(after extra time. University won 5-4 on penalties), Weston 
Creek Royals 5 Canberra Deakin 1. 


Pes AOS ft 


Scott Manson ... Golden Boot Winner 
ACT Premiership. 


NEW ROLE FOR 
VALERI 


Wits Valeri will quit the job of first-team 
coach at Gungahlin Juventus next season, 
but he will not be leaving the club, 

In fact the former Australian Under-23 
international is talking enthusiastically of his new 
tole of head coach in which he will oversee all the 
club's teams. 

“The problem with being responsible for a 
particular squad is the constant commitments I had to 
make to training and match days,” he said, 

“With this arrangement, if 1 want a week off I can 
just go. 


“The club will be advertising for coaches in all 
three grades, but I will have an overall supervisory 
role. It means I can spend some of the time with the 
youth and under-23 teams and identify the promising 
Youngsters coming through. 

It also leaves open the possibility of a younger 
player-coach for first grade, as 1 can be on the 
sidelines to help.” 

Valeri said he would also like to assist with more 
administrative matters in what will be the club's 45th 
anniversary year. 


club. 

‘The Aeros ante ed ie isha 
retain his place with the ACT Academy of Sport. 
which, to concentrate of developing younger 

layers in the 15 and 16 age brackets. 

The problem with this, says Katz’ father, Dan, 
is that at the age of 17 his son appeared to have no’ 
-prospects beyond the ACT Premier Leta if he 
remained in Canberra. 

Katz's move highlights a growing concern there: 
“isa “black hole’ in ACT youth development which 
may swallow all but thé most outstanding local 


players. ‘ 

Youngsters forced out of the Academy at 17 are 
rarely mature enough to find a place in’ the 
Canberra Cosmos Ericsson Cup squad, so if they 
fetain ambitions, they have to moye out of the 
area. 


Academy) 

‘Whether. st ee ‘will permit such venture is 
“doubtful, but without it players like Katz and Matt 
Julienne (Weston Creek and Northern Spirits) will 
“continue to leave the area, it) 

Kaiz's nove maintains a long-running Canberra 
Tink with Gippstand, 

Joe Gagetti, now back in Canberra with 
Monaro, played there some years ago as did Doug 
‘Marcina up until last season, Marcina has now 
also returned to take up a contract with the 
Cosmos. 

Tl remains to be seen whether Katz, a quick- 
thinking creative youngster, will continue that 
tradition, or whether he will be lost.to ACT soccer 
for good. 


BELS RING IN 
GRAND FINAL 


elconnen United put the horrors of last 

season’s finals series behind it with a 

solid 2-0 win over Monaro in the 

major semi-final at Greenway Oval on 
Sunday. 

Last year the Bels suffered their first loss of the 
season at this stage of the competition, 1-0 to 
Canberra Olympic, then went out to Canberra 
Deakin in the preliminary final. 

‘There were no such slip ups this time, despite a 
much improved performance from Monaro, which 
has suffered a severe loss of form in recent weeks. 

The Queanbeyan-based outfit was overrun 4-1 
by Belconnen in the last of the home-and-away 
rounds the week before, but with several key 
players back in its line-up this week, took the 
game to its opponent in the early stages. 

Just two minutes in Paul Chalmers saved off the 
line from Daniel Macor who was to have one of 
his best games in what has been, by his standards 
at least, no more than an average season. Then 
Jimmy Baxter had a shot deflected away for a 
comer. 

United took the lead against the run of play in 
the 21st minute as Matt Whyte broke free, allowed 
Tony Guarino to challenge him, then flicked the 
ball over the goalkeeper into the net. 

Still the initiative remained with Monaro as Danny 
Serena rammed a shot against the underside of the 
crossbar, only to see it bounce back out, and Jimmy 
Baxter, catching the United defence off-guard with a 
quickly taken free kick, also hit the woodwork. 

A minute into the second half Belconnen went 2-0. 
up as Jason Dunn headed home. Referee Chris Conti 
and assistant Ben Williams conferred before Conti 
gave the goal. 


Belconnen United ACT Minor Premiers 1998 


Substitute Peter Farrelly could have sown the 
game up for Belconnen when he found himself 
one-on-one with Guarino, but the youngster 
hurried his shot and Guarino saved with his legs. 

It was not a costly miss. After 73 minutes 
Monaro’s most experienced defender, Joe Gagetti, 
was sent off, and with him went any realistic 
chance of his side getting back into the game. 

United coach Lino Fiorese agreed that his team 
had taken a battering in the first half. “We 
changed our tactics in the second, kept the ball on 
fs om and played much better football,” he 


Mee midfielder John Rakic said Belconnen had 
pushed his side into playing a foreign game. “I don’t 


think T have watched so many balls going backwards 
and forwards over my head all season,” he said. 

Canberra Olympic won the right to play 
Monaro in the preliminary final next week with a 
1-0 win over Capital City Suns, the crucial goa 
being scored by Marcello Fernandez from a pass 
by Baz Giampaolo. 

The Suns lifted their game and Frank Georgi, 
Angelo Ballon and Tony Radic all failed to 
convert chances. Coach Bill Dojcinoski said he 
was disappointed, but was happy the Premier 
League newcomer had made an appearance in the 
finals at its first attempt. 

“The planning for next season begins at once,” 
he said, 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE 3 
ST. ALBANS SAINTS 3 


South won 8-7 on penalties 


By Damian Tripodi 


finally take the points over Victorian Premier 

‘League grand finalist St. Albans Saints in the first of 
a double-header in the Tynan “Eyre Cup at Falcons 
Park this afternoon. 

At the end of the 90 minutes, the scores were three 
apiece, 

The win takes the reigning Ericsson Cup Premiers into 
the semi finals of the newly established pre-season 
competition. 

The Eyre Tynan Memorial Cup supports the “Tynan Eyre 
diagnostic centre’ at Melbourne’s Alfred Hospital trauma 
centre, in memory of slain policemen Steven Tynan and 
David Eyre. 

In a lacklustre first half, South Melbourne only showed 
patches of its noted brilliance. St. Albans, however, in a 
gutsy effort, took the game right up to the Australian 
champions. 


I: took a penalty shootout for South Melbourne to 


TYNAN-EYRE CUP 


FOUR VIC NSL TEAMS vs THE FOUR BEST VIC PREMIER LEAGUE TEAMS! 


KARL BRILLIANT BUT CHAMPS WIN 


Early chances for Curcija, Anastasiadis and Panopoulos 
went begging for South Melbourne and Rados and Curcija 
narrowly missed for St. Albans. 

The Blues opened their account at the 35th minute 
through Clarkson following a clever 1-2 with Trimboli, St. 
Albans tried to respond with a few forward moves, but 
could not find an avenue towards goal. 

‘The Saints equalized seven minutes into the half when 
Karl, unmarked in front of goal calmly slotted the ball past 
Pektovic, following a long through shot from Pelja. 

Four minutes later South again took the lead when, 
following a good run into the penalty box, De Amicis 
served the unmarked Anastasiadis, who chested the ball 
down and easily placed it into the net. 

On 77 Kozic took advantage of a long ball coming from 
the left and brought the Saints again on equal terms. Ten 
minutes later, Curcija inside the penalty box, sent a sweet 
lob over the head of goalkeeper Vundrel to give South the 
lead for the third time in the match. It was short-lived, 
however, because on the 90 minutes Karl from a ball 
delivered by substitute Movric, again scored, 

St. Albans coach Vlado Vanis, after the game stated that 
he was very pleased with his team’s performance “Scoring 
three goals against South Melbourne is a good effort”. His 
South Melbourne counterpart Ange Postecoglou on stated 
that his team played in patches, “We did well in some, 
poorly in others, We have some work to do,” he said. 


nd, Kozic 77 
: Fausto De amis és. Melb.) 


Panopoulos, Coveney, Trimboli, Goutziou! 
th, Karl 90th Penalties: Mogdig, 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 4 
ALTONA MAGIC 0 


By Damian Tripodi 


all their NSL competitors that they are not going 
to be a pushover. 
In a classy performance, the Falcons were no match for 
champions of the Victorian Premier League Altona Magic. 
‘The Falcons won with an astonishing scoreline of four 
goals to nil in the second match of a double header for the 
newly established Tynan Eyre Cup played at Falcons Park 
today. 
‘The Falcons will now meet South Melbourne in the semi 
finals of the cup next week. 
‘The Falcons began immediately with a well balanced 
attacking game. 
‘The home side quickly made its mark on the game with 
early chances through Archie Thompson, Joe Tricarico, 
Manny Gotis and new signing Andy Vargas. 


Ti Gippsland Falcons sounded a warning bell to 


FALCONS SOUND WARNING BELL! 


Lalor United v Ringwood ci 
Springvale City v Altona East, 
Western as Doncaster 


It was not until the 34th minute, however, that the first 
break through came. A great solo effort by the mercurial 
Joe Tricarico, who came from the right of goal, went 
around two opponents and with power and precision 
scored. 

Three minutes later was the scene of a great passage of 
play, initiated by John Hutchinson. The local youngster, 
showed maturity and composure in beating two opponents 
and finding Archie Thompson, who, with a combination of 
skills and determination, from a narrow angle slotted the 
ball between the inner post and the Altona keeper. 

Altona’s only chance in the game came in the 69th 
minute when following a lapse in the Gippsland defence, 


Bogdanovski came close to putting his team on the ‘Round26 

scoreboard . Diamond Valley United v 
Substitute Adrian Savige extended the Falcons lead to : Bell Park. 

three and at the 84th Tricarico controlled well a through South Springvale v Chelsea 

ball and from tight angle scored his second, thus Fitzroy City v Pascoe Vale 

completing the Falcons’ Poker hand. North Coburg United y South 
A delighted Gippsland coach Stuart Munro, after the idee 


game praised the efforts of his team, “I am proud of their 
efforts, they did what was asked of them and did well” 
stated the coach. 


Gippsland E: ae Mili Gotis 
Hutchinson (Di forio), Vargas. 
Altona Magic: McGrath, 
Bogdanovski, Petrevski, Velovski 


- Referes 


Hopkin Puca (Mitroulas), MN 


-Vasilevski, Tasevski Mi ski, 
Goals: Tricarico Bist and 8405, ee ath, Savige 80h. 
‘Zachariaddis 


frost, Rusmir, Georgopolous, Spazovs 2 


PASCOE VALE 


SporTtScene 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 


PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS © 
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MOBILEWORLD 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 1 ROUND 24 RESULTS 


Westvale 4 Westgate 

North Geelong Warriors 0 Werribee City 
Lalor United 2 Kingston City 
Altona East 14 Melton Reds 
Doncaster Rovers 0 Ringwood City 
Richmond 3. Springvale City 
Northcote City 1 Wester Suburbs 


Bis ol 


F A Pts 
15 67 
24 57 
Nl 27 53 
32 40. 
23:39 
48 33 
40 32 
44 30 
45 30 
61 28 
47 26 
Som 
60 17 
157 -1 


Westvale 

Altona East 
Western Suburbs 
Werribee City 
Kingston City 
Springvale City 
Richmond 
Doncaster Rovers 
North Geelong Warriors 
Northcote City 
Westgate. 
Ringwood City 
Lalor United 
Melton Reds 
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ROUND 25 FIXTURES 
Sunday September 13 


Northcote City v Westgate 
Western Suburbs y Richmond 
Doncaster Rovers v Springvale City 
Ringwood City vy Altona East 
Melton Reds v Lalor United 
Kingston City v North Geelong Warriors 
Werribee City v Westvale 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 


DIV 2 ROUND 24 RESULTS 
Cranbourne 1 Bast Richmond 0 
Altona City: 1 Maroondah Arrows 0 
Broadmeadows City 1 Old Scotch Waverley 1 
Regent Bulla 5 Yarraville/Glen Eira = 3 
Oakleigh 1 Frankston Strikers 2 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 1 Melbourne City 1 
Knox City 0 Mooroolbark 1 

PWODLF A Pts 
Oakleigh 24:18 3 3 74 23 57 
Melbourne City 24:14 6 4 47 23 48 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 240712. 39°41" 33" 39: 
Cranbourne. 24:12 3 9 40 39 39 
Frankston Strikers 2A 12 2 1051 35 38 
Old Scotch Waverley m4 il 4 9 44 36 37 
Altona City 249 7 8 38 39 34 
East Richmond 4% 9 7 8 23 25 34 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 24 10 3 11 31 41 33 
Knox City 248 = 5 11 37 34 29 
Maroondah Arrows 24° 8 S 11 28 32 29 
Regent Bulla m4 8 2 14 35 58 26 
Mooroolbark 244 4 16 19 59 16 
Broadmeadows City 24 3 6 15 26 57 14 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SporTSceNne 
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ROUND 25 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 12 


East Richmond y Mooroolbark 
Knox City y Essendon Bruns. Royals 
Melbourne City v Oakleigh 
Frankston Strikers v Regent Bulla 
Yarraville/Glen Eira v Broadmeadows City 
Old Scotch Waverley v Altona City 


Cranbourne y Maroondah Arrows 
CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 3 ROUND 24 RESULTS 

South Springvale 1 Diamond Valley United 2 
Fitzroy City 5 Bell Park 2 
Keilor Park 3 Chelsea 1 
North Coburg United 2 Pascoe Vale 0 
Keysborough 1 Frankston Pines 8 
Banyule City 0 South Werribee 2 
Geelong 3 Stonnington City 2 
PWOULF A Pts 
Geelong 2% 20 3 1 78 22 63 
Diamond Valley United 24 16 6 2 57 24 54 
Stonnington City 2% 16 3 5 51 30 5) 
Frankston Pines 24.15 4 5 74 31 49 
Keilor Park 24 «11 3.10 41 36 36 
South Springvale 24:10 5 9 35 33 35 
North Coburg United 249 6 9 34 33 33 
Banyule City 247 =«5 12 37 42 26 
Pascoe Vale 24 8 2 14 38 55 26 
Chelsea 24 7 1 16 35 66 22 
Fitzroy City % 5 6 13 29 43 21 
Bell Park 24° 7 «3 14 34 52 2 
South Werribee 24.7 2 15 34 77 20 
Keysborough 4 4 3 1734 67:15 

ROUND 25 FIXTURES 

Saturday September 12 

Diamond Valley United y Geelong 

Banyule City vy Stonnington City 

South Werribee v Keysborough 


Frankston Pines v North Coburg United 
Pascoe Vale v Keilor Park 
~ Chelsea v Fitzroy City 
Bell Park v South Springvale 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV 4 ROUND 24 RESULTS 
Sandringham City 1 South Wantirna 
Seaford United 3 Geelong Rangers 
Langwarrin 4 Williamstown 
Melton 1 Sunbury United 
Nunawading City 2 South Caulfield 
Western Eagles 2 Clifton Hill United 
Corio 0 Moreland City 
PWODLFA 
Moreland City mw 20 2 279 2 
South Wantima 416 5 3 8 2 
Seaford United 4 13:8 3 57 33 
Langwarrin wm 14 4 6 57 35 46 
Williamstown m4 14 3 «7 «45 28 45 
Sandringham City 4 11 6 7 63 48 39 
Sunbury United 24:10 5 9 41 35 35 


Victorian Soccer 


Corio 2% 9 6 9 45 39 33 
Wester Eagles 4% 7 8 9 39 43 29 
Geelong Rangers m4 9 2 1331 4229 
Melton 2% 6 2 16 43 61 20 
Clifton Hill United 2% 5 3 16 28 73 18 
Nunawading City % 5 2 1729 70:17 
South Caulfield 2% 0 2 2218 82 1 
ROUND 25 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 12 
South Wantima v Corio 
Western Eagles v Moreland City 
Clifton Hill United v Nunawading City 
South Caulfield v Melton 
Sunbury United v Langwarrin 


Williamstown v Seaford United 
Geelong Rangers v Sandringham City 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 1 
ROUND 24 RESULTS 

Lyndale United 0. Mitcham United 1 
Glenroy 0 Monbulk 1 
Endeavour United 3 North Sunshine Eagles 2 
Riversdale, 1 Croxton Park 1 
Templestowe Eagles 1 Lalor 1 
Brandon Park bye 


Springvale Condors bye 
TABLE - Croxton Park 41, Lyndale United 40, Lalor 34, 
Endeavour United 32, Monbulk 32, Riversdale 28, 
Templestowe Eagles 27, North Sunshine Eagles 25, 
Springvale Condors 24, Mitcham United 23, Glenroy 16, 
Brandon Park 6. 


ROUND 25 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 12 


Springvale Condors v Templestowe Eagles 
Lalor v Riversdale 
Croxton Park v Endeavour United 
North Sunshine Eagles v Glenroy 
Brandon Park v Mitcham United 
Lyndale United - bye 
Monbulk - bye 
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PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 2 STH/EAST 
ROUND 20 RESULTS 
Doveton 3 Old Camberwell Gram. 1 
Newborough/Yallourn 0 Monash University 1 
Noble Park 1 Dandenong 3 
Waverley Wanderers 2. Dingley City a 
Ashburton 0 Morwell Pegasus 4 
Berwick City 0 Braeside United 1 


TABLE - Morwell Pegasus 47, Dandenong 43, Doveton 
42, Waverley Wanderers 40, Newborough/Yalloum 32, 
Monash University 25, Dingley City 25, Noble Park 24, 
Braeside United 21, Ashburton 15, Berwick City 11, Old 
Camberwell Gram. 4, 


ROUND 21 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 12 


Berwick City v Doveton 
Braeside United v Ashburton 
Dingley City v Noble Park 
Dandenong v Newborough/Yallourn 
Monash University v Old Camberwell Gram, 
Morwell Pegasus v Waverley Wanderers 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 2 NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 20 RESULTS 
Hoppers Crossing 3. Sydenham Park 4 
South Yarra 4 LaTrobe University 2 
Meadow Park 1 Brunswick City 7 
Broadmeadows United 1 Melboume University 2 
Ballarat 2. Keon Park 1 
Uni. of Melbourne 2. Elwood City 2 


TABLE - Brunswick City 47, Sydenham Park 46, 
Broadmeadows United 31, Elwood City 29, South Yarra 
29, Melbourne University 28, Keon Park 27, Ballarat 24, 
Uni. of Melbourn: 23, Hoppers Crossing 22, Meadow 
Park 18, La Trobe University 11. 


ROUND 21 FIXTURES 
Saturday September 12 


Uni. of Melbourne v Hoppers Crossing 
Elwood City v Ballarat 
Brunswick City v Melbourne University 
Meadow Park v South Yarra 
La Trobe University v Sydenham Park 
Keon Park y Broadmeadows United 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 3 STH/EAST/CENTRAL 


ROUND 20 RESULTS 
Endeavour Hills 3 Parkmore 
Dandenong Inter 0 Heatherton United 
Caulfield United 2° Clayton 
Collingwood City 0 Flemington Falcons 
North Caulfield 2 Ivanhoe United 


eonuce 


Thornbury United 0 - Noble Park United 2 
TABLE - Dandenong Inter 48, Clayton 43, Heatherton 
United 41, Noble Park United 36, Caulfield United 32, 
Ivanhoe United 27, Collingwood City 24, Endeavour 
Hills 23, Flemington Falcons 23, Thornbury United 13, 
Parkmore 3. 


ROUND 21 FIXTURES 
Sunday September 13 


Parkmore vy Thornbury United 
Noble Park United v North Caulfield 
Flemington Falcons v Caulfield United 
Clayton vy Dandenong Inter 
Heatherton United v Endeavour Hills 
Ivanhoe United v Collingwood City 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 3 NTH/WEST 
ROUND 20 RESULTS 
North Glenroy 2 North Reservoir 1 
Watsonia Heights 4 Northern United it 
Darebin United 1 Somerton City 1 
Mill Park 1 West Preston 0 
Keilor United 3 Whittlesea United a 
Brimbank bye 


TABLE - Mill Park 41, Somerton City 36, North 
Glenroy 29, Darebin United 27, Keilor United 27, North 
Reservoir 22, Northern United 20, Brimbank 19, 
Whittlesea United 18, West Preston 16, Watsonia 
Heights 14, 


ROUND 21 FIXTURES 
Sunday September 13 


North Reservoir v Keilor United 
Whittlesea United v Mill Park 
Brimbank v Darebin United 
Somerton City y Watsonia Heights 
Northern United v North Glenroy 
West Preston - bye 
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TYNAN-EYRE CUP RESULTS 


South Melbourne 3 (Clarkson, Anastasiadis, Curcija) — St Albans Saints 3 
(Karl 2, J.Kozic) (South Melbourne win 5-4 on pens.) 
Gippsland Falcons 4 (Tricarico 2, Thompson, Savage) — Altona Magic 0 


THIS WEEK’S TYNAN-EYRE CUP FIXTURES 


Sunday September 13 - Semi Finals 


Carlton v Melbourne Knights - Knights Stadium - kick off 1.00pm 
South Melbourne v Gippsland Falcons - Knights Stadium - kick off 3.00pm 
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TIGER CUP 
SCANDAL 


hailand’s politicians joined football 
supporters in blasting the country's side for 
its "spiritless” performance in a farcical 
game against arch rivals Indonesia last week. 

"We are Thais, we should play as hard as we can. As | 
know from the game last night, both teams wanted to be 
the loser," Deputy Prime Minister Bhichai Ratakul told 
reporters at Government House. 

"They didn't have any spirit,” 

Vietnamese sporting authorities have reportedly 
Sought to annul the result of the Tiger Cup match 
in Ho Chi Minh City, claiming 
both sides deliberately played 
badly to avoid a semi- 
finals showdown with 
Vietnam in Hanoi, 

Thailand won the 
game 3-2 thanks to a 
last-second own goal by 
Indonesia's Yusuf - 
Ekodono. 

Both teams were jeered 
by fans and pelted with 
objects as they apparently 
did their best to lose, 

After a scoreless and lacklustre 
first half, match officials told the coaches of both 
teams to put more effort into the game and give the 6,000 
fans their money's worth, 

“It was obviously fixed, I was shocked, it looked like 
both sides were playing to lose," said one foreign fan, 

‘Thailand and Indonesia were assured of a place in the 
semifinals before going into the match, with Vietnam set 
to play the winners in the last four, 

Minister to Prime Minister's Office Jurin Laksanawisit 
said he would ask the Football Association of Thailand 
to explain what happened, reflecting widespread outrage 
‘among Thais with the performance of their team. 

The Bangkok Post reported the story under the 
headline "Thailand and Indonesia shame soccer’, saying 
the two sides "made a mockery of the Tiger Cup ... 
insulting the fans in the stadium and millions watching 
the live telecast around Asia.” 

Tiger Cup organizers said the result would stand until 
a meeting of team managers on Tuesday decided whether 
to launch an investigation. 

"Yes, it looked very engineered but you can't say it's 
fixed until we have ample evidence of such," said one 
tournament organizer, 

Matches between Thailand and Indonesia are usually 
hard-fought tussles. Their last confrontation in Indonesia 
resulted in crowd violence after Thailand won. 


\ yim Joined Singapore in the Tiger Cup final with 
‘a comprehensive 3-0 win over Thailand, 

‘Thailand dominated for long periods but were unable 
to score and it was the hosts, urged on by a capacity 
23,000 crowd, who reached Saturday's final, 

Midfielder Truong Viet Hoang opened the scoring 
after 15 minutes with a powerfully struck volley that 
cannoned in off the upright to beat Thai keeper 
Saravouth Cambua, 

Nguyen Hong Son doubled Vietnam's lead midway 
through the second half, 

Van Sy Hung put the result beyond doubt with 10 
minutes left but was sent-off for a second bookable 
offence a minute after scoring. 

The win avenged Vietnan's 4-0 hammering by 
‘Thailand in the 1995 SEA Games final. 


I“ will be excluded from the seventh Arab Nations 
tournament which begins Sept. 22 in Doha, the 
Secretary General of the Arab Football Federation 
Othman al-Saad said Wednesday. 

“Iraq will not be invited to participate in the seventh 
Arab Cup. Iragi clubs will be te-integrated once the 
teasons for their exclusion have definitively 
disappeared,” he told AFP. 

Iraq has been banned from all Arab sporting events 
since its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. It is unlikely to be 
allowed to participate until the UN embargo is lifted. 

The embargo can only be lifted once the United 
Nations believes it no longer has weapons of mass 
destruction. 

Early in August, Iraq said it would suspend 
cooperation with UN weapons inspectors. 

In July last year, Iraqi athletes tried to participate in 
the pan-Arab games in Beirut, but were refused visas 


\ 


under pressure from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. 

Twelve countries will participate in the Arab Cup 
including Qatar, Libya, Syria, Egypt, the United Arab 
Emirates, Morocco, Lebanon, Algeria, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Sudan and Saudi Arabia, 


Dz all the shenanigans, the football crazy nation 
fof Vietnam has the potential to challenge South 
Korea and Japan at the top of the Asian game according 
to their national coach, Austrian Alfred Riedl. 

Riedl, who started coaching the Vietnamese national 
team at the beginning of May, believes the country has 
the ability to match anything that the major powers of 
the Asian region have achieved. 

“The people here are football crazy and the 
players are huge stars," says Riedl who 
coached Austria in the early 1990s. 
“There are 78 million people here 
and the football should be 
improving quicker than itis. 
"Vietnam could be as 
good as South Korea 
if we give the players 
good food, good 
money and tum them 
into professionals. We 
need good planning and good coaching. We 
need facilities like they have in Europe, then the football 
will get better." 

South Korea, one of the dominant forces in the Asian 
game for almost 15 years, has qualified for the World 
Cup on four occasions and will co-host the next 
tournament in 2002 along with Japan. 

‘The Japanese qualified for the finals for the first time 
this year and were not disgraced in France despite being 
eliminated in the first round, 

Vietnam, in contrast, has done little in the game at 
regional level, their most notable achievement coming 
when they won the silver medal in the South East Asian 
Games in 1995, They have never got past the first 
qualifying round in the World Cup and their club teams 
have made minimal impact in the Asian club 
competitions, 

But their historic lack of success, however, has not 
tempered the enthusiasm of the Vietnamese. 

Over the past week fans have flocked to venues in 
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City to watch the Tiger Cup, the 
first major soccer tournament the nation has ever hosted, 

Tickets have been on sale on the black market for 
anything up to $50, a month's salary for many people, 
while those without tickets have crowded into bars and 
restaurants to Watch the games on television. 

"I have never seen enthusiasm like it before," says 
Riedl. "On any comer of any street in any city kids are 
playing football at five o'clock in the morning. 

"The people here love sport and especially football. 
The development of the game should not be held back. 
The kids should be allowed to play but it should be 
controlled,” 

Riedl says that if the Vietnamese want to become a 
successful football nation then the people have to be 
patient, 

“Success will not come after one year but maybe after 
three or four,” he says, * 

"The potential is there but I don't ‘think you can 
compare it to what is happening in Europe. The people 
here are about 15 kilogrammes lighter and about 15 
centimetres smaller so it's not fair to make comparisons. 
‘The Europeans are much more powerful. 

"But we have to start. There has been some 
speculation about professional football and that's the first 
thing they need. 

"In a country of 78 million people we have about 20 
million men of the right age to play the game and among 
that we should be able to find 20 or 30 players of the 
Tight physique. 

‘Then we must work with them but we also have to 
educate the people and the supporters to help us. 

"Potential is not enough on it's own. We must together 
work and we must have a plan. 1 want to help them 
because football is the main sport here." 


ingapore beat Indonesia 2-1 in the other semi-final in 

Ho Chi Minh City. 

All three goals came in the first half. Rafi Ali and 
Nazti Nasir fired Singapore ahead before Mirabaldo 
Bento replied. 


VIETNAM IN SHOCK 
AFTER DEFEAT 


ingapore stunned Vietnam 1-0 in the Tiger 
Cup final Saturday before a crowd of 23,000. 
Singapore's Sasi Kumar scored the only goal 
with a header after 71 minutes in a game 
dominated by the aerial prowess of Singapore. 

Dismayed Vietnamese fans fell silent when the 
referee blew the final whistle after standing for most 
of the match. There were tears in the eyes of some 
home supporters. 

"I am sad," said one female supporter after the 

me. 

But the Vietnamese players traded their jerseys 
with Singapore before going to the awards stand to 
accept their runner up medals, 

Fans filed forlornly out of Hanoi Stadium, some 
with tears in their eyes over the home team's loss, 

Vietnamese head coach Alfred Riedl said 
Singapore owed their victory to taller players. 

"The tallest player on their team scored the goal, 
This is our problem, we are too small," he told a post 
match press conference. 

"This is not an excuse, it is a fact," he said, 

Singapore head coach Barry Whitbread agreed the 
height of his players helped. 

"In this region you need some big players, and we 
got alot of our goals from set pieces," he said. 

But he also credited his team with staying cool in 
front of a fanatical home crowd. 

"I am absolutely delighted. We worked really 
hard, trained hard. We showed we can defend under 
pressure," he said. 

In Ho Chi Minh City Indonesia beat Thailand for 
third place in an earlier match Saturday 5-4 on penalty 
kicks. The match was tied 3-3 at full time. 

A mere 300 fans had turned up to watch a rematch 
of two teams who played a farcical game on Monday 


Ror Paraguayan international Juan Carlos 
Villamayor will join J-League club Avispa 
Fukuoka on a one-year contract, a club official said. 

He is expected to replace Miodrag Bojovic of 
Yugoslavia, who has been sidelined because of an 
injury. 

Villamayor helped Paraguaya reach this year's 
World Cup finals in France. He has played 27 games 
for the national side and scored seven goals. 

Avispa head coach Takaji Mori said Villamayor 
would play his first match today (Tues) if fit enough. 

Avispa finished bottom in the 18-team first stage of 
the J-League and they had two defeats in the second 
stage. The bottom five teams will have to compete ina 
playoff round to stay in the first division next year, 


| A top Chinese Football Association (CFA) official 


jas lashed out at recent handling of suspected 
cases of players throwing games for payoffs, a 
newspaper report said, 

Sunday's Chongqing Evening News quoted Ma 
Kejian, the director of the CFA’s professionalism 
department, as criticising two club coaches who 
publicly censured their players for such conduct 
recently without any proper evidence or investigation. 

Chen Xirong, the coach of first-division side 
Guangzhou Songri, and Shaanxi Guoli coach Jia 
Xuquan should have supplied evidence of wrongdoing 
to the CFA before going public with the allegations, 
Ma said. 

"If they could not provide evidence, they should be 
responsible for their words," he said. 

The CFA stands ready to investigate evidence of 
crooked play provided by any club, and if verified, all 
players involved will be "severely punished without 
mercy," he said. 

The Public Security Bureau and public prosecutors 
will be brought into play as necessary, he warned, 
adding: "Once these cases are clear, the offenders will 


| be punished by law.” 


Gambling is strictly illegal throughout China. 
Although underground betting on sports does occur, its 


which resulted in both teams being fined $40,000 for 
“violating the spirit of the game," according to match 
organizers, 

‘Thailand won that game after Indonesia scored an 
own goal in the final seconds of the match. 


ae 


Vietnam's Le Huynh Duc grapples with giant 
Singaporean defender Kumar in the Tiger 
Cup Final. The height advantage for the 
visitors was a major factor in their win, 


ins low except in the south. 

Lawmakers in Beijing admitted earlier this week 
that social vices such as gambling remain "persistent" 
despite repeated crackdowns by police. 


figs Urawa Red Diamonds notched a third straight 
victory in Japan's J-League with a 3-0 win over 
two-time champion Verdy Kawasaki on Saturday. 

Shinji Ono, who represented Japan for the World 
Cup finals in France, turned the momentum in fayor of 
the Red Diamonds after Verdy repeatedly threatened 
their goal in the first half. 

Ono dribbled through the Verdy field and his shot 
hit the bar and Spanish striker Aitor Beguiristain 
Mugica quickly collected the rebound for the first goal. 

Ono headed on the ball for Australian defender 
Giuseppe Zappella to score the second in the 63rd 
minute, 

The Red Diamonds stood on top of the standings 
with a 3-0 win-loss record for nine points in the second 
Stage to be tiea with Kashiwa Reysol, followed by 
Yokohama Marinos with eight points and Gamba 
Osaka with seven points, 

Reysol missed 1994 World Cup top goal scorer 
Hristo Stoitchkov who was on European championship 
duty with Bulgaria, but it posted a 2-1 win over the 
Yokohama Flugels thanks to Brazilian Bentinho's two 
goals in the 16th and 33rd minutes. 

Marinos defeated Vissel Kobe 3-2, while Gamba 
Osaka edged past JEF United Ichihara 1-0 in sudden 
death extra time. 

Bellmare Hiratsuka put an end to their match-losing 
streak since key player Hidetoshi Nakata left for 
Italian Serie A club Perugia. Brazilian Claudia scored 
twice for a 2-1 victory over Kyoto Purple Sanga. 

A Brazilian duo of Bismarck and Mazinho led 
Kashima Antlers to a 2-0 victory over Cerezo Osaka, 
while defending J-League champions Jubilo Iwata 
gained their first win in the second stage beating 
Nagoya Grampus Eight 4-2. 

Avispa Fukuoka was a 1-0 winner over Consadole 
Sapporo. 
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COSAFA CUP 
ALIVE 


ngola have ensured that the southern 

African regional championship will remain 

on a knife edge to the very end. A 

controversial goal from striker Amaral 
gave Angola a 2-1 victory over Zimbabwe at 
Citadela Stadium in Luanda last weekend and 
dashed Zimbabwean hopes of clinching the trophy 
with a game in hand. 

The match entertained a crowd of 20,000 in the 
Angolan capital, with fluid movement on and off the 
ball and both teams committed to attack. 

Television replays proved that Amaral touched the 
ball into the net with his hand in the 59th minute to give 
Angola their first win in the final round of the 
competition, The referee allowed the goal to stand, 
despite vigorous protests from the Zimbabwean players. 

Speedy Angolan winger Betinho opened the scoring, 
dribbling his way through the Zimbabwean defence 
before cutting into the penalty area and unleashing an 
unstoppable shot past goalkeeper Abdul Karim. 

Zimbabwe, defending a 100 percent record following 
victories over Namibia and Mozambique, responded 
within three minutes, 

South African based Murewa rose to head home a 
Norman Mapeza cross, his powerful header giving the 
Angolan goalkeeper no chance. 

However, the controversial second half goal took the 
wind out of the Zimbabwean sails and several times 
they were close to conceding a further goal, with Karim 
making a number of crucial saves. 

Although debutants Angola remained unbeaten in the 
event with a victory and three draws, they cannot finish 
higher than second, Namibia face Mozambique to 
determine the minor placings. 

Zimbabwean disappointment was deepened by 
yellow cards shown to defender Kaitano Tembo and ™ 
midfielder Mapeza, They constituted second bookings 
for both players, who are now suspended for the match 
‘against Zambia, 

‘The visitors badly missed star striker Peter Ndlovu of 
English First Division club Birmingham City. Ndlovu 
flew from Harare to London before the game for 
personal reasons. 

‘The outcome of the championship will now be 
decided when Zimbabwe and Zambia meet in Harare on 


27 September. A draw in the final match will be 
sufficient for Zimbabwe to secure the ttle, but Zambia 
will retain the trophy if they win away from home. 


ifferent views are being expressed in Zambia 

regarding the composition of the team to take on 
Zimbabwe in the COSAFA Cup decider in Harare at the 
end of September. 

Acting secretary general of the Football Association 
of Zambia (FAZ), James Mazumba, said that he will 
summon several overseas professionals in a bid to 
assemble the strongest possible team. 

He included Kalusha Bwalya, currently playing for 
Al Wahada in the United Arab Emirates, and Elijah 
Litana of Saudi Arabian side Al Hilal. 

However, another Saudi Arabia-based Zambian 
player, defender Harrison Chongo, has advised FAZ to 


leave overseas professionals out of the side for the 


critical match. 

He said in Lusaka that anyone who agreed to retum 
for the match would be taking the risk of shouldering 
the blame if Zambia failed to deliver the result. 

He was alluding to the suspension of nearly the entire 
team after the elimination of Zambia from the Nations 
Cup finals in Burkina Faso in February. 

He suggested that FAZ show more faith in the home 
based players who have featured in the last three games 
of the championship. 

Midfielder Tenant Chilumba agreed with Chongo, 
saying there is enough talent among the home based 
players to retain the trophy. 

However, unlike Chongo, Chilumba said he would 
be happy to play in the Harare match if asked by coach 
Fighton Simukonda. 


‘The two players, both seasoned internationals, were | 
speaking at the Saudi Arabian embassy in Lusaka where | 


they renewed their visas ahead of their return for the 
soccer season Which opens later in the month. 

The presence of a player of the stature of Kalush 
Bwalya would be a huge boost to Zambia. He is a 
popular figure on the African continent and has good 
memories of Harare after his last trip in 1993. 

It was his second half header past Zimbabwean 
goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar that secured Zambia's 
berth at the Nations Cup finals in Tunisia in 1994. 


ROTHMANS CUP 


he lucrative Rothmans Cup resumed in 
South Africa last weekend with sixteen 
teams playing the first leg fixtures in their 
quest for the quarter-finals, 

‘The match of the round was between Orlando Pirates 
and Bloemfontein Celtic in Bloemfontein. Rampant 
Pirates destroyed the early pace-setters in the premier 
league, with new recruit from African Wanderers, 
Sibusiso Zuma, proving his worth. 

Zuma was the star in a struggling Wanderers side last 
season. Against Celtic the 23-year-old was outstanding, 
particulary his intelligent running off the ball. 

Pirates should have taken the lead as early as the fifth 
minute, but for a desperate tackle by Fabian McCarthy 
on Zuma. McCarthy would later be harshly sent off for a 
further foul on Zuma. 

Celtic almost scored against the run of play in the 
10th minute, but an excellent stop by Nigerian 
goalkeeper William Okpara kept the match goalless, 
| Zuma was a constant threat and it came as.no surprise 
when he opened the scoring in the 16th minute. He gave 
Celtic goalkeeper Simon Gopane no chance with a 
blistering shot after a pass from captain John Moeti. 

Two minutes later Zuma latched on to a defensive 
mistake by Willem Vries to put the ball beyond the 
outstretched hands of Gopane. 

‘The home team started well in the second half and 
livewire striker Lebohang Kukane pulled one back in the 
47th minute. 

However, with Celtic pressing for the equaliser, gaps 
| appeared at the back and Pirates caught them on the 


AFR 


outh African international Bradley Carnell 
has joined German club Stuttgart on a three- 
year deal, The 21-year-old midfielder left 
South African side Kaizer Chiefs to join the 
| Bundesliga club. No transfer details were announced, 

Stuttgart coach Winfried Schaefer said that Carnell is 
aggressive, very fast and technically good. He will 
provide the club with an additional option on the left 
side of midfield. © 

Former Dutch team manager Thijs Libregts said last 
week that the Nigeria Football Association (NFA) had 
offered him the coaching job but “certain matters” 
needed to be resolved in his contract. He said that he 


| | would be travelling to Nigeria soon for further talks, 


The Nigerian daily Post Express reported that 
Libregts had demanded a substantial signing-on fee, a 
police bodyguard on 24-hour call, a furnished luxury 
apartment and three air tickets to the Netherlands every 
| year. 

In other coaching news, former Brazilian coach 
Carlos Alberto Parreira and English managers Ron 
Atkinson and Howard Wilkinson have been approached 
to coach the South African national team. 

The trio were contacted after a dismal response to 
advertisements for the position. Only five responses 
were received by the stipulated deadline. 

South Africa need a coach in place by October 3 
when they play Angola in an African Nations Cup 
qualifier in Johannesburg. 

The Libyan national football team, absent from 
African competition for over four years, will take part in 
| qualifying matches for the Sydney 2000 Olympics, the 
Libyan Football Association announced. 

A total of 33 African countries, including Olympic 
champions Nigeria, will take part in the qualifiers. Much 
| of Libya’s absence has been a result of the air embargo 
imposed on the country in. 1992. 

‘The Ghana Football Association announced last week 
that it had ceased to do business with the Referees 
Association of Ghana and suspended the services of its 
| members until further notice. 

The action is in response to a threat by the referees 
association that it would boycott matches organised by 
| the football association because the ruling body did not 
notify it before bringing in referees from Togo and 


| RESUMES 


break as Zuma completed his hat-trick in the 50th 
minute. Silent netted a controversial late penalty to 
complete the rout. 

Celtic finished the game with nine men after 
substitute Benjamin Saydee was sent off for a reckless 
tackle on Silent, but Pirates were full value for a 
convincing win. 

In other games, Jomo Cosmos and Santos of Cape 
Town produced a dull goalless draw, with both teams 
frustrated by their inability to penetrate. 

Moroka Swallows and Wits University also drew 0-0 
ina match almost cancelled due to poor conditions, 

Supersport United secured a 1-0 win against Bush 
Bucks at the Caledonian Stadium to give themselves 
something to take into the away leg in two weeks time. 

Kaizer Chiefs negotiated a dangerous hurdle, 
disposing of Qwa Qwa Stars 2-0 at Charles Mopeli 
Stadium in Phuthaditjhaba, Fanie Madida and Pollen 
Ndlanya, both recently returned to the Amakhosi, netted 
a goal each to sink the determined Stars, 

In another first round encounter, Sundowns defeated 
Hellenic 3-2 at Loftus Versfeld, Roger Theunissen put 
the visitors ahead in the first minute, bul Raphael 
Chukwu equalised for Sundowns just before the half- 
hour mark. 

Hellenic scored again through defender Shaheen 
Bobbs in the second half, but Chukwu struck again on 
the hour and the decisive goal came from Charles 
Matlohi three minutes from time to set up an enthralling 
second leg. 


CAN 


Benin to officiate some premier football league matches 
last week. i 

MLN. D, Jawula, chairman of the football association, 
told a press conference in Accra-that the a 
the right to select referees and match com 
‘any match as stipulated in its constitution. He said the 
association had given the referees who want to continue 
officiating one week to apply. 

FIFA has directed the Football Association of Zambia 
(FAZ) to pay former national team coach Burkhard 
Ziese the full amount of $200 000 within 45 days, 

FIFA has also rejected a request to meet FAZ officials 
to resolve the crisis still engulfing Zambian soccer 
following the dissolution of the Teddy Mulonga 
executive committee earlier this year, 


Carlos Alberto Parreira...in line for the SA job. 
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START 


FOR CLUBS 


roatian clubs made a bright start to the 
European club competitions with two of 
the three clubs that have played so far 
making it through to the next round. 

‘The third club was unlucky not to follow suit losing 
on the away goals rule, 

Croatia, Zagreb reached the round robin of the 
Champions Cup with a convincing home victory against 
Scottish champions, Celtic, 

Hajduk pulled off an improbable away victory at 
Malmo after playing a draw in Split. Osijek almost fol- 
lowed Hajduk into the next round of the UEFA Cup but 
their opponents, Anderlecht, scored a late goal that 
eliminated them on the away goals rule. 


Croatia . 3 Celtic . 


obert Prosinecki scored twice as Croatia Zagreb 
thrashed Celtic 3-0 to reach the European 
Champions’ League 3-1 on aggregate. 

Prosinecki struck after talented attacker Silvio Maric 
opened the scoring in the 23rd minute, cancelling 
Celtic’s first leg lead. 

Maric shook off Scottish defenders on the edge of the 
penalty area and fired a superb shot into the far corner 
of the net. 

Maric indicated which way the match would go in 
13th minute by. serving a defence-splitting pass to 
Australian-born Marko Viduka, whose shot hit the post. 

Croatia, boasting six members of the national squad, 
was the dominant side throughout and created more 
than a dozen excellent opportunities, 

‘A Prosinecki free-kick was well saved by goalkeeper 
Jonathan Gould in the 37th minute, Five minutes later a 
header by Viduka went just over, 

Maric’s dash into the area in the 44th minute was 
‘stopped by a foul and Prosinecki calmly converted the 
penalty. 

The midfielder took the spotlight again in the Sist 
minute, providing Viduka with a perfect pass inside the 
the penalty box, but the shot went straight to the goal- 
keeper. 

Prosinecki’s beat the Scottish defence in the 68th 
minute, his shot took a slight deflection off a Celtic 
defender and the ball finished in the net for 3-0. 

Celtic squandered their best and only chance in 
injury time, when Jackie McNamara intercepted a short 
pass in front of goal, but ‘keeper Drazen Ladic denied 
him. 


Celtic's off- 
field concerns 
clearly put them 
off their stride as 
Croatia Zagreb 
marched into the 
lucrative 
Champions 
League at their 
expense. 

Celtic’s players 
allowed the build- 
up to the contest 
to be dominated 
by their now pro- 
tracted dispute 
cover win bonuses. 

After a 1-0 
first-leg success at 
Parkhead, the Scots felt they had done enough at home 
to travel with confidence. But it was a humbled Celtic 
who staggered into the UEFA Cup draw, as one of the 
lucky losers in the Champions Cup. 

Maric’s 23rd-minute long-range strike was avoid- 
able, as was the penalty given away by Tom Boyd for 
Prosinecki’s first goal. 

Boyd tripped Maric needlessly when the midfielder 
‘was running away from goal, and Prosinecki slotted the 
ball to Gould’s right, 

Celtic’s best move of the contest saw them win a free 
kick on the edge of area. Alan Stubbs’ strike had power 
but Ladic was able to save. 

Emerging talent Silvio Maric was Croatia's best with 
a sparkling display, well supported by Prosinecki, 
Viduka and Rukavina. Jonathan Gould was Celtic’s 
man of the match with some great saves that helped to 
keep the score down. 

Croatia now enters the Champions League being 
joined by Olympiakos, Porto and Ajax in Group A. Its 
first match is a home game against Ajax on the 16th 
September. 


Mark Viduka 


Croatia: Ladic, Tokic, Simic, Cvitanovic, Rukayina, 
Jurcic, Prosinecki, Jelic(Mujcin 60th), Maric(Saric 
83rd), Viduka (Sokota 73rd) 


Hajduk... .+-2 Malmo 


fier a one-all draw at home in the first leg, Hajduk 
had no option but to attack their Swedish oppo- 
nents in the second leg. 

This they did with a line-up that included three 
attackers, whereas Malmo seemed set on holding out for 
anil-all draw that would have seen them advance on the 
away goals rule. 

Hajduk had a couple of opportunities in the first half 
before Jurica Vucko played a one-two with ex- 
Melbourne boy, Josip Skoko, and fired the ball into the 
net in the 41st minute. 

The away team continued with an attacking ploy in 
the second half and it wasn’t long before they were 
rewarded, 

In the 55th minutue Vucko, again, played a one-two, 
this time with Deranja, and found himself facing the 
keeper only ten metres out from the goal. He coolly 
slotted the ball past Simunovic to put Hajduk two goals 
ahead. 

Hajduk continued in the same attacking vein and 
were unlucky not score more goals with Deranjan hav- 
ing two opportunities, in the 61st and 64th minute, but 
on both occasions he over-complicated things and was 
dispossessed. 

Later, both Deranja and Leko were astray with their 
shooting when given opportunities, while two goal hero 
‘Vucko had a chance which he missed narrowly. 

Malmo scored in the last minute when Mrzlecki’s 
clearing kick went stray into an opponents leg and past 
a stranded keeper to complete the final score of 2-1 to 
Hajduk. 

Hajduk was inspired by scorer Vucko, while Skoko 
and Miladin gave him good support, 

Hajduk now plays Ttaly’s Fiorentina in the first round 
of the UEFA Cup. 

Hajduk’s: Gabric, Brajkovic,Sablic, Mrzlecki, 
Miladin, Skoko, Seric(Mujda 78th), Racunica (Weiss 
81st), Baturina (Leko 64th), Vucko, Deranja 


Osijek... cscrsnvceces 3. Anderlecht........3 


sijek were unlucky not to advance past the qual- 

ifying round of the UEFA Cup when Anderlecht 
scored a goal in the last minute of their second leg to 
win 2-0, this win tied the two-legs 3-3 but Anderlecht 
advanced on the away goals rule. 

Anderlecht started the game exactly as it would have 
hoped for. As early as the fifth minute, man of the 
match, Stoica, waltzed past a number of Osijek defend- 
ets to provide a perfect pass to Aarst, who put the ball 
past Susnjara, 

Osijek were overrun for the first part of the half but 
slowly came more into the game and produced chances 
of their own. 

First, a combination play between Krpan and Prise 
gave the latter the freedom to shoot ,but his well struck 
shot went past the left post. Later, J. Vranjes made a 
telling pass to Vuica who centred the ball where 
Vranjes, having continued his run, headed the ball over 
the bar. 


Anderlecht’s best player on the night, Zetterberg, 
created two chances for himself with excellent free 
kicks, one of which was cleared of the line after a goal- 
mouth scramble. : 

In the second half it was all one way traffic towards 
Osijek’s goal. Their only tactic was to pump long balls 
to their lone striker, Krpan, who was easily handled by 
the home defence. 

Eventually the pressure had to tell — it did so in the 
last minute of normal time when Zetterberg crossed to 
Stoica who received the ball twelve metres out from the 
goal and shot the ball into the right hand comer. 

With five minutes of injury time having been played 
Osijek had one last chance. Krpan crossed the ball from 
the left to Prise, who had time to produce a strong shot 
but it was well saved by Anderlecht’s ‘keeper De 
Wilde. 

Stoica and Zetterberg were Anderlechts best players, 
while goalkeeper Susnjara saved Osijek on a number of 
‘occasions and Krpan toiled hard up front on his own. 

Osijek: Susnjara, Beljan, S. Vranjes, Vidovic, Vuica, 
J, Vranjes, Balatinac, Besirevic, Ergovic, Krpan, Prise. 


CROATIA OFF TO 
SHAKY POST- 
FRANCE START | 


roatia’s quest for the 2000 European 
Championship had a setback when its two 
attacking spearheads withdrew a few days 
before its opening game against Ireland. 

Both Davor Suker and Alen Boksic were forced to 
withdraw from the championship qualifying match 
played in Dublin, 

Real Madrid's Suker, top scorer in this year’s World 
Cup, and Lazio striker Boksic were originally named in 
‘an 18-man squad, but were forced to withdraw as their 
injuries proved more serious than previously thought. 

“T am worried about Suker’s not playing. But just 
because of that the game with Ireland will be the best 
test for our side,” coach Miroslav Blazevic was quoted 
as saying before the game. 

Suker, who scored six goals as Croatia finished third 
in the World Cup, visited the national squad's training 
camp at the Adrjatic city of Porec to “boost the side’s 
morale.” 

He had not recovered from the knee injury that 
forced him to miss last week's Super Cup final that saw 
Real lose 1-0 to Chelsea, Suker suffered the injury dur- 
ing training after his return from France 98. 

Boksic remained in Italy to nurse the knee injury that 
kept him away from the World Cup. “It is true that our 
latest results put us in the n of favourites but it 
would be foolish to think we're up against an easy 
opponent. It will take special inspiration to beat them,” 
Blazevic said in a pre-match inteview. 

Croatia called up three non-capped players from 
national champions Croatia, Zagreb as well as a last- 
minute call to striker Igor Pamic of German side Hansa 
Rostock, after Boksic and Suker proved unfit. 

Croatia received a pre-match boost with the devision 
of impressive World Cup goalkeeper Drazen Ladic to 
change his mind about retiring. 

A personal plea from Croatian president Franjo 
Tudjman persuaded goalkeeper Drazen Ladic to change 
his mind about retiring from the national team, a news- 
paper reported. 

Ladic, 35, had said he wanted to stand down because 
he lost motivation after this year’s World Cup, where 
Croatia finished third. 

But he told a Croatian daily that coach Miroslav 
Blazevic did all he could to persuade him to stay - and 
then said the president also wanted him to continue, 

“Blazevic handed me the telephone and said ‘OK, 
now you tell him you don't want to be in the squad’,” 
Ladic told the daily, but stopped short of revealing who 
was on the other side of the line. 

“For those who cannot read between the lines, ‘him’ 
refers to president Tudjman,” the daily added. 

Ladic was left out of the original squad for the open- 
ing match of the 2000 European championship qualify- 
ing campaign, 

But he announced his change of mind on the Monday 
before the game and joined the squad that trained in the 
Adriatic city of Porec. 

The good news stemming from Ladic’s return was 
countered by the news that midfielder Robert Prosinecki 
had previously vowed never to play for the national 
iin while Miroslav Blazevic remains coach. 

‘sion is final and no-one can affect it in any 
way,” Prosinecki told the local press. 

Croatia’s team is further weakened by the earlier 
injury to Goran Vlaovic and the absence of Slaven 
Bilic. 

Blazevic selected the following squad for the game 
against Ireland, an interesting absence was that of 
Australian born, Ante Seric: 

Goalkeepers: Ladic, Mrmic. 

Defenders: Stimac, Tokic, Tudor, Simic, Jarni, 
Soldo. 

Midfielders: Boban, Asanovic, Stanic, Cvitanovic, 
Rukavina, Jurcic. 

Forwards: Panic, Krpan, Maric. 


fome match day, and the Rebublic of Ireland brought 

the high-flying Croatia down to earth with a well- 

deserved 2-0 victory over World Cup semi-finalists 
Croatia on Saturday. 

Mick McCarthy's new-look Irish team scored twice 

in the first 15 minutes and then sat back to defend their 

lead, a task made easier by the dismissal of two 


Asanovic (right) tangles with Dennis Irwin. 


Croatian players midway through the second half. 

With only one player over-30 in the starting Line-up, 
Treland are looking towards the future but it was the one 
golden oldie, Manchester United's Denis Irwin, who 
produced the breakthrough goal afier just four mintues. 
He was flattened in the box and got up to slot home the 
penalty. 

After 15 minutes, Irwin’s club colleague Roy Keane 
marked his accession to the Irish captaincy with the sec- 
ond goal, heading in from close range after a Jason 
McAteer shot had been deflected into the air, 

Croatia were without five of the players who took 
them to third place in France, including World Cup top 
scorer Dayor Suker, and never looked likely to recover. 

Ireland continued to make all the running and Mark 
Kinsella, who had an excellent competitive debut, might 
have scored twice but for good saves by Croatian keep- 
er Drazen Ladic. Substitute Lee Carsley also rattled the 
crossbar with a great shot. 


In the 70th minute Mario Stanic was sent off for his 
second bookable offence and two minutes later he was 
joined by Krynoslav Jurcic, red carded for a crunching, 
tackle from behind on Steve Staunton. 

It was a disappointing end for Croatia but a real 
morale-booster for Ireland, who face a tough next group 
eight match in Belgrade against Yugoslavia, The Croats 
will look to get back on track away against Malta. 

Both games are on October 10. 


NEWS IN BRIEF VASCO DA GAMA 


omario’s miserable spell of form continued when he 
missed the easiest of chances during Flamengo’s 1-1 
raw with arch-rivals Vasco da Gama and was jeered 

off the pitch for the third match running. 

Romario fired the ball straight at Vasco goalkeeper Carlos 
Germano from point-blank range in the 83rd. minute, missing a 
golden opportunity to give his crisis-torn team a win over their 
most bitter rivals. Last week, he missed a penalty, Romario has 
been plagued by injuries, one of which caused him to miss the 
World Cup, since May. 

‘Vasco, newly-crowned South American champions, fielded a 
reserve team, 

Officially, they said they wanted to rest their top players after 
winning the Libertadores Cup in Ecuador. 

But many felt Vasco, whose victory parade through the streets 
of Rio went right past Flamengo’s headquarters, wanted to avoid 
the possibility of having their celebrations dampened by a defeat 
against their arch-rivals, 

By fielding their reserves, they had a ready-made excuse in 
the case of a defeat and the possibility of totally humiliating their 
‘Opponents in the case of a win. 


jonships, went top of the Clausura, the second stage of 
the Uruguayan championship, by coming from two 
goals behind to beat Bella Vista 4-3. 
‘The Clausura winners will meet Nacional, who won the first 
stage (Apertura). 
Nacional, who will take the title automatically if they win the 
second stage as well, beat Wanderers 4-1 to stay one point 
behind their arch-rivals in second place. 


P=. winners of the last five Uruguayan champ- 


\guayan goalkeeper Jose Luis Chilavert scored his 
first goal of the Argentine Apertura (opening) champ- 
ship as champions Velez Sarsfield beat Talleres 3-0. 

Chilavert, his team’s regular free kick and penalty taker, con- 
verted a penalty as Velez went top of the table on goal difference 
from Union, Boca Juniors and Newell's Old Boys. All have eight 
points from their four games and are unbeaten. 

Former Argentina and Mexico coach Cesar Luis Menotti, at 
last, had something to celebrate as his Independiente side picked 
up their first points with a 4-1 win away to Platense. 

River Plate's wretched run continued as they lost 4-3, at home, 
to San Lorenzo and dropped to 13th place. The Apertura is the 
first of two championships played in the Argentine season. 


were held to a 1-1 draw away to midtable Iquique as 
the championship reached the halfway mark. 
Second-placed Concepcion took advantage by beating 
Cobreloa 3-2 at home while Colo Colo’s traditional rivals 
Universidad Catolica moved upto fourth with a 2-1 win away to 
Rangers, 


E=: are ready to let coach Marcelo Bielsa quit the 


C olo Colo saw their lead cut to three points after they 


club, leaving him clear to take charge of the Argentine 
‘national squad. 

‘The Spanish first division club said Bielsa would stay with 
them until December 24. He can go sooner if they find a replace- 
ment coach before then. 

Bielsa, who joined Espanyol from Velez Sarsfield in June, 
was offered the Argentine national team job last month and has 
since been negotiating his release from the club. 

Agreement for his departure finally came on Wednesday, 
although Espanyol president Daniel Sanchez Llibre said the 
decision was a reluctant one. 

“We've done the best we could for the club,” said a disap- 
pointed Sanchez Llibre. "The worst possible thing would be for 
Bielsa to leave right now. 

“But there are no winners or losers -- we're losing a friend." 

Bielsa said he was relieved to have finally reached an agree- 
ment over his future but had mixed feelings about leaving the 
club. 

Espanyol began their league campaign with a 2-1 victory over 
Tenerife last weekend. 


Tm left with a feeling of gratitude and debt towards the club 
but this decision leaves me satisfied and I welcome it,” he said. 

"The chance to coach the national side is the greatest thing to 
happen in my professional life. You can't go any higher than 
that.” 

Espanyol do not have another league game until September 13 


and Bielsa is expected to travel to Argentina, in the next few | 


days, to finalize his agreement with the country's Football 
Association. 

Bielsa will replace Daniel Passarella who resigned after 
Argentina's quarterfinal exit in the World Cup finals. 

The new coaching structure will be headed by Jose Pekerman, 
the Argentine youth team coach, with Bielsa running the senior 
squad. 

Pekerman, who has led Argentina to two junior World Cups, 
had been the favorite to take over from Passarella but will now 
coordinate the senior and youth teams, 

Bielsa played just four matches in a short playing career, at 
Argentine first division side Newell's Old Boys, but he has had 
more success as a coach, leading Newell's to the league title in 
1990-91 and repeating the feat with Velez Sarsfield last season, 


‘asco da Gama celebrated its 100th 

anniversary in style by winning 

the 1998 Libertadores Cup, the 

major champioship at club level in 
South America. 

The club was funded on the 21st August, 
1898, as a result of the merge of three regatta- 
clubs: Lusitania, Lusitano and Centro 
Deportivo Portugues. 

Tt was the first team from Rio de Janeiro to 
win the Brazilian championship in 1974, fol- 
Jowed by victories in 1984 and 1997. 

It won the Rio de Janeiro championship 21 
times. 

Vasco da Gama also produced some of the 
greatest Brazilian players of the past and pre- 
sent. 

Among them Domingos Da Guia, a brilliant 
| midfielder who also starred in Argentina and 
Umiguay; Ademir Menezes, the highest scorer 
of the 1950 World Cup; Bellini, captain of the 
Brazilian World Cup winning side in 1958; 
Vaya member of the Brazilian World Cup win- 
ning sides of 1958 and 1962; Romario, the 


highest scorer of the 1994 World Cup, and 
Roberto Dinamita, one of the greatest Brazilian 
strikers, who scored 705 goals for his club. 


THE ROAD TO THE CUP 
First Phase 
Gremio 1 Vasco daGama 0 
Guadalajara (Mexico) 1 VascodaGama 0 
America (Mexico) 1 VascodaGama 1 
Vasco da Gama 3 Gremio 0 
Vasco da Gama 2 Guadalajara 0 
Vasco da Gama 1 America 1 
Second Round 
Vasco da Gama 2 Cruzeiro 1 
Cruzeiro 0 VascodaGama 0 
Quarter Finals 
Gremio 1 Vasco da Gama 0 
Vasco da Gama 1 Gremio 0 
Semi-Finals 
Vasco da Gama 1 River Plate (Arg)0 
River Plate 1 VascodaGama 1 
FINALS 
Vasco da Gama. 2 Barcelona (Ecu) 0 
Barcelona 1 VascodaGama 2 


rmer South American champions 

Gremio, until recently one of the most 

feared teams on the continent, ended a 

run of 14 matches without a win by beating 

Universidad Catolica 5-1 in the Copa 
| Mercosur. 

Since their last win in May, Gremio have 
had two changes of coach, been knocked out of 
the South American Libertadores Cup and 
slumped to bottom of the Brazilian champi- 


onship. 
| They had also lost their opening two Group 
E games in the Copa Mercosur, South 
America’s attempt at a superleague, before their 
luck turned against their Chilean opponents, 

A three-goal streak midway through the first 
half put Gremio on command in Porto Alegre 
and a penalty on halftime by Ronaldinho, his 
second goal ofthe night, effectively ended the 
‘game as a contest, 

Fernando Cornejo pulled one goal back for 
the Chileans, who have also been disappointing 
in their own championship, but a minute later 
Gremio striker Ttaqui added his second goal of 
the night. : 
| Gremio, South American champions in 1995 
| and Brazilian champions one year later, are 
| third in the group with three points from three 
| games while Universidad Catolica are bottom 
with two. 

River Plate of Argentina and Vasco da Gama 
of Brazil, the newly-crowned South American 
champions, have four points each. 


In the night's other two games, Corinthians, 
the team coached by new Brazil boss 
Vanderley Luxemburgo, were still looking for 
their first win in Group C after being held to a 
1-1 draw in Sao Paulo by Uruguay's Penarol. 

Edilson put Corinthians ahead in the first 
half but De Souza forced a late equalizer after 
Corinthians had dominated the game, 

Racing Club went top of the group with 
seven points from three games by beating 
Paraguay’s Olimpia, 1-0, in Buenos Aires. 
Diego Latorre scored in the 73rd minute. 


Group C 

In Sao Paulo: Corinthians (Brazil) 1 
Penarol (Uruguay) 1 

Scorers: 

Corinthians - Edilson 24 

Penarol - De Souza 75 

Halftime 1-0 

In Buenos Aires; Racing Club (Argentina) 
1 Olimpia (Paraguay) 0. 

Scorer: Diego Latorre 73 

Halftime: 0-0; Attendance: 5,000 


Group E 

In Porto Alegre, Brazil: Gremio (Brazil) 5 
Universidad Catolica (Chile) 1 

Scorers: 

Gremio ~- Itaqui 24,65, Ze Alcino 26, 
Ronaldinho 29, 45pen, 

Universidad Catolica - Fernando Comejo 64 

Halftime: 4-0 
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AEK BEATS APPOLON 
TO SHARE LEAD 


tar striker Demis Nikolaidis scored two goals 


n. 

But the round was marred by incidents when PAOK 
and Aris fans, both from Salonica, clashed soon after the 
end of their game, 

Four days after its promotion to the Champions 
League, defending champion Olympiakos Piraeus was 
disappointingly held to a 1-1 draw at home Sunday by 
Panelefsiniakos Elefsis, a club that advanced to the first 
division this season, 

In another game, Panathinaikos Athens beat 
Proodeftiki of Korydalos 2-1 away, 

After two rounds, AEK, Aris, Ionikos Nikea and 
Panathinaikos are atop the standings with six points 
each. 

Christos Maladenis gave AEK the lead in the fifth 
minute, but Panayiotis Lahanas equalized for Apollon 
four minutes later, Nikolaidis put his team ahead in the 
43rd and made the final 3-1 in the 82nd. 

In its match Proodeftiki took a 1-0 lead when Isaac 
Almanidis hit a penalty in the 40th, 

Polish striker Krzysztof Warzycha (pictured below 
right) equalized with a shot from the edge of the box in 
the 68th, 

Ten minutes before the end of the game, Yiannis 
Goumas scored the winner with a header off a cross 
from Croatian star Aljosa Asanovic, 

Olympiakos besieged the Panelefsiniakos area partic~ 
ularly in the second half, but the visitors’ defence resist- 
ed well. Panelefsiniakos took a 1-0 lead with Giorgos 
Koutsis in the 27th. Stelios Giannacopoulos levelled for. 
Olympiakos off a center from Grigoris Georgatos three 
minutes later, Six minutes before the final whistle, 
Serbian striker Sinisa Gogic had a shot on 
Panelefsiniakos’ right post. 

On Saturday, police chased fans outside the stadium. 
after they clashed soon after the referee marked the end 
of the game in which Aris trounced rival PAOK 4-1 
away. 

Officially, one fan and eight policemen were injured. 
However, media reported that at least 25 supporters 
from both teams were slightly injured, but they avoided 
going to hnspital in order to avoid arrest. 


lordanescu overseas the national team’s preparation for the qualifier 


against Slovenia. 
received the call while two of the mainstays of the last 
regime, Apostolakis and Karataidis have been omitted, 
at least temporarily. Pao youngetser Goumas has 
received his first call up and must be hoping to emulate 
the success of club mate Nikos Lyberopoulos who made 
the switch from the U-21 team to the sentor squad. 

‘The main surprise from Tordanescu is that he intends 
to play an attacking formation with a twin strike-force, 
spearheaded by Nikos Machlas and Demis Nikolaidis. 
‘The coach insists they have too much ability to be sepa- 
rated and firmly believes such a potent partnership must 
be given every opportunity to flourish, to the point 
where his entire tactics will be based around these two 
players. 


Finally Nikos Machlas and Demis Nikolaidis, meet. 


Police said 12 fans were arrested and will be referred 
to a public prosecutor to be charged. The clashes led to 
damages at many shops and cars around the Toumba 
stadium, PAOKs home field. 

‘The defeat, combined with PAOK’s elimination by 
Glasgow Rangers from the UEFA Cup last week, led the 
club's administration to accept Ukrainian coach Oleg 
Blachin’s resignation. 


Great Hopes for Euro 
2000 


Ns team coach Anghel Tordanescu finally 
released the names of his twenty man man squad 
for the Euro 2000 qualifier against Slovenia on the 
weekend. All ex-pat players plying their trade abroad 


After failing to score against Denmark in their penul- 
timate World Cup qualifier, and thus costing themselves 
‘a place in France, the team, press and public has reacted 
with overwhelming enthusiasm to the coach’s plan to 
play an attacking game in a scenario where he would 
rather lose by 6-4 than 1-0. 

‘The full squad is: 

New(ish) caps: Mavrogenidis, Lyberopoulos, 
‘Goumas (new cap). 

Recalled: Markos, Poursanidis. 

‘Tsartas, Ouzounidis, Atmazidis, Michalopoulos, 
Kallitzakis, Dabizas, Borbokis, Kasapis, Zagorakis, G. 
X. Georgiadis, Frantzeskos, Georgatos, Nikolaidis, 
Machlas, Anastasiadis. 


ne of the bitter fueds ofthe off season was between 
PAO and G.X. Georgiadis. The player, who utilised 


‘a release clause in his KT 
to sign with Newcastle, 
referred the matter to 
FIFA after PAO refused to 
released his ‘blue’ playing 
card. 

The matter has been 
resolved with FIFA decid- 
ing the player must pay 
the Greens $750,000 con- 
pensation within 30 days 
and in returns PAO must 
release his playing card, 

Following on from the 
opening day, the contro- 
versy surrounding the ref- 
erees reached flash point 
when the FA look the 
@| unprecedented step of 
4 intervening and banning 
Dionisi Stefanopoulos 
from refereeing all 
Division One games for 
the rest of the season, 

‘The award of the penal- 
ty to Panathinaikos that 
gave the club its winning. 
goal against Paneliakos 
was regarded to be of such a 
blantant nature as to consti- 
tute in interference in the natural course of the game and 
the FA was left with little option but to impose the ban. 
Yiannis Kourtis, the observer from the referee's associa- 
tion was also banned for the season after he failed to 
report Stefanopoulos’ actions, 

Additionally, lesser bans were handed out to referee 
Giotis, who disallowed a fair goal by Giorgios Donis in 
the AEK — Panionios game, as well as Pericles 
Vasilaki, who critisized the performances of referees. 


xk * 


TRS five star performance of Demis Nikolaidis against 
Ferencvaros was not lost on the person that matters 
most, coach Dragoslav Stepanovic, 

‘Stepi’ rewarded Demi with nothing less them the 
club captaincy! The new coach has been so impressed 
with Demis’ natural ability, he is formulating his team 
tactics around his star player. 

Playing very much an attacking formation the players 
main directive is to give Demi the ball as often as possi- 
ble. 


‘t seems that firing a coach after only two games in the 
new season isn’t restricted only to England. 


Krzyst of Warzyche in action. 


Oleg Blochin became the first casualty of the season 
when fancied PAOK was demolished 4-1 by newly pro- 
moted Aris. 

‘The second loss in as many games was too much for 
the board and old coach Aggelos Anastasiadis is set to 
return to Toumba as Blochin’s replacement less than 
two months after leaving. 


Heard it through the 
grapevine ... 


is appearance and the goal against the team of 

Paniliakos does not change Stradli’s decision to 
meet with PAO president George Vardinogiannis in 
order to discuss his future plans with the team. 

Ronnie Whelan did not use Yianni Kamitsi in the 
match with Panionios because he saw him take out the 
team jersey and throw it out after the Cup final last year 
with Panathinaikos!!! 

AEK players were not too happy to hear from their 
coach Dragoslav Stepanovic after the game with 
Panionios that they had practice at 8:30am the next 
morning! 

One more step closer to 100 games straight for 
Warzycha and Anastasiou, Warzycha needs 11 more and 
Anastasiou 15. Good job .., but the hard games are just 
starting! 

Lisandros Georgamlis made his 390th appearance in 
the A Division! Ten more and he'll be the one that oth- 
ers need to look up to, Noplias is just three games 
behind so the heat is on to see who will break the magic 
barrier first! 

Olympiakos broke a record for the stadium of 
Korinthos in the amount of money for its match with 
Apollon. Tickets sold came out to 24.480,000 milliion 
drachmas (AUS $130,000). The old record was 
18,006,000 million drachmas (AUS $95,000) between. 
Olympiakos and Korinthos in 1992. 

Ethnikos Asteras is the 56th team that will play in the 
A’ Division and the 6th after Athinaikos, Xanthi, 
Edessaikos, Naoussa, and Paniliakos that came to the A’ 
Division in the last decade. 

Whenever a player from ABK receives a red or yel- 
Jow card that is not justifiable in this year’s champi- 
onship he will haye to stop by the team’s accounting 
department at the end of each month to pay his dues... 


[ the first two months of the new year the FA (EPO) 
will be busy moving offices from the current building 
in Leoforos Siggrou to the Olympic Stadium. 

Panathinaikos won the game against Steaua the play- 
ers had a visit from president Vardinogiannis who in 
tum thanked them for their performance. The only think 
that he did not mention 
was the bonus money... 

AEK is trying to fig- 
ure out how come fast 
year the paid 1,5 mil- 
lion drachmas (AUS 
$12,000) to print half of 
the “diarkias” booklets 
where this year they 
paid 800 thousand 
drachmas (AUS 
$7,5000) to print all of 
them! 

Panelefsiniakos soc- 
cer player Dimitris 
Kalikas who is on 
active duty with the 
Greek Navy, is one of 
the first one's that gets 
to do all the mundane 
and dirty jobs around 
the military base, 

With his first goal 
against Apollon last 
weekend Demis 
Nikolaidis has now 140 
in the Greek champi- 
‘onship. In the A’ 
Division he has 77, C’ 
Division 13, and in the 
D’ Division 50. 
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SERIE A PREVIEW 98/99 
IT’S INTER! 


DOMENICO GENTILE, SBS 
RADIO (ITALIAN PROGRAMME) 
JOURNALIST 


his will be Inter’s year, the first 
for a while, given they haven’t 
won a ‘scudetto’ since 1989, It 
could even be a return to the old 
Inter of some 20 odd years ago, when they 
were arguably the world’s best team. 
Stuff that dreams are made of really. 

Tn attack they have a superb combination 
in Ronaldo and Baggio (right), however 
Baggio will need to keep up his World Cup 
form to make it really work, Fresi should 
return to form this year as the great Italian 
defender that we know he can be. 

Lazio are the other team that could really 
challenge. Already this year they have beat- 
en Juventus in Turin in the Italian Super Cup 
and with Christian Vieri in superb form they 
could really be a big surprise. 

Last year they had a great championship 
and this year should be no different, with 
good performances also expected of them in 
Europe’s Cup Winners’ Cup, 

Juventus can never be forgotten because 
they are truly one of the giants in Italian 
football. They are always a team to be feared 
and it remains to be seen whether or not they 
will receive the same favourable assistance 
as last year from the referees 

Parma appears to have lost its golden 


J 


moment to win a ‘scudetto’, that was a few 
years ago. They are not the team they were 
‘and would not appear to be a serious threat. 
Thave never been a fan of AC Milan and 
this year it is most unlikely that they will 
trouble Inter, Juventus and Lazio. We can 
write-off the likes of Roma and Fiorentina.” 


Meanwhile ABSW’s Joe Russo says 
my tip is definitely Inter. They are long 
overdue for a ‘scudetto’ and this to me will 
be their season. Close behind them we will 


find both Juventus and Lazio, | 

As for a ‘dark horse’ I would say 
Fiorentina, with the mercurial Gabriel 
Batistuta on the field and the legendary 
Giovanni Trapattoni at the helm. 


UVE, INTER A 


ND LAZIO 


FORZA 


GIANLUCA BUTTARELLO, LA 
FIAMMA (ITALIAN NEWSPAPER) 
SPORTS JOURNALIST 


'y tip is Parma. They have been 

in the Serie A for eight years 

and have never finished below 

fifth place. In that time they 
have won everything, from Italian Cup, 
UEFA Cup and Cup Winner’s Cup, but are 
still to win a ‘scudetto’. This would make 
their trophy cabinet complete. 

They have made some good buys this year 
and have a very strong midfield with the likes 
of Dino Baggio and Diego Fuser — the latter 
purchased in the close-season from Lazio, 
They remind me a lot of Sampdoria in 1991 


| and Verona in 1985 when they won the “scud~ 


eto’. 
Juventus, the defending champions, will be 


| somewhat weaker this year with Ciro Ferrara 


still out injured and Zidane, Deschamps, Del 
Piero (right) and Davids backing up from the 
World Cup. I would still predict them to finish 
second. 

Inter have spent a lot of money but I am still 
not 100% convinced about their ability. In the 
past they have spent a lot of money but haven't 
received the desired results. 

‘Their weakness is coach Gigi Simoni, who 
has never won a ‘scudetto’, while their last win 


PARMA 


in 1989 was under the master coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni. My prediction is third place for 
them. 

Lazio I would expect to finish fourth — they 
are always good but not quite there. As for 
Inter, their achilles heal is also their coach, 


RALE RASIC, AUSTRALIA'S 1974 
WORLD CUP COACH ... 


‘n the Serie A you can never say with any great 

certainty one particular team, With the excep- 

tion of AC Milan in their heyday a few years 

ago, there is always a group of teams that could 
win the ‘scudetto’. This year those teams are : 
Juventus, Inter and Lazio, 

Juventus are a super team, both on and off the field, 
and at Juve this is a key to their success. They have 
great management in Roberto Bettega (vice-president) 
and in Marcello Lippi (coach). 

Juventus are a phenomenon in Italian football and are 
always there with great results and a super system, At 
Juventus you play the ‘Juventus way’ and their World 


Cup players such as Del Piero, Zidane, Deschamps et al. 
should be better for the experience. 

Zidane is today’s number one play-maker in world 
football and it is a privilege to have him in their team, 
and as for Deschamps, there isn’t probably a player that 
runs more than he does in the modern game 

Inter have a very interesting attacking combination 
with Roberto Baggio, Ronaldo and Ivan Zamorano. I 
was most impressed with Zamorano’s mobility in the 
World Cup and it will be interesting to see whether or 
not Baggio is a luxury for the team ? Inter will be a big 
threat and once again have spent a lot money in recent 
years buying a lot of quality players. 

Lazio will make a big impact on the league just like 
they did last year and will be even better for having pur- 
chased Christian Vieri. He has made a stunning contri- 
bution to world football in recent times and I am not 


saying this just because I have a close family association 
with him dating back to the days when I coached his 
dad, Roberto, at Club Marconi. 

Let us not also forget young Dejan Stankovic, their 
recent acquisition in the close season. This very impres- 
sive 20 year old has had a taste of the big time with the 
Yugoslav team in the World Cup and is certainly one 
worth watching. 

Parma could be a possible outsider but it is unlikely 
that they are a team that could take the title away from 
the previous big three. They have been together for a 
while, but as always they will be up there, but not as 
“scudetto’ winners. 

Finally, | have mixed feelings about AC Milan, how- 
ever there appears to be something wrong with their set- 
up because some of their better players wanted out. This 
won't be their year either. 


Sven Goran Eriksson, who is yet to win a 
championship. 

Unfortunately for AC Milan supporters, it 
will still probably be a couple of years away 
their next championship as they are rebuilding 
from scratch, They will not set the world on 
fire this season, We can forget about the likes 
of Roma and Fiorentina as well. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 


he owner of AS Roma said he plans to sell his 
Italian Serie A club after covering the club's losses 
in his six years at the helm, 

"Til put Roma at the disposition of whoever wants it,” 
club owner Franco Sensi told the Messaggero news- 
paper in an interview. 

“Tye called in an international company to value the 
club, They'll come up with a price, I'l make it public 
and will wail here, in this chair, for news from the 
buyer," Sensi was quoted as saying, 

But Sensi also stressed he wanted to be sure any 
buyer would have deep enough pockets to safeguard 
Roma's future and its players’ wages. 

"They will have to guarantee me that they have the 
funds t0 manage Roma for at least three years,” he said. 
Whoever buys the club will take control of a team 
tipped-do well this season after finishing fourth in Serie 
A last season which earned them a place in this season's 
UEFA Cup. 

Although they are not tipped to win the Italian title, 
they should finish high in the table and could do well in 
Europe. 


Rae hopes to play his first match 
since the World Cup final next week 
when Inter Milan play an Italian Cup game 
against Cesena, 

“{'m working hard. Preparations are 
going Well and I believe I'll be there (next 
week)," the Brazilian striker said, 


had are a thing of the past now,” he added FTALSANA 
after watching from the stand as Inter drew 
1-1 in a friendly against Bologna on 
Wednesday. After gaining around three ke | 
(6.5 Ibs) in weight, Ronaldo returned to 
Ttaly last month and began training on August 21. 

‘To boost his fitness, Ronaldo trained on his own on 
‘Thursday and Friday while the rest of the Inter team 
took a break following Wednesday's friendly. 


Mi Branca, currently with English club 
Middlesbrough, is a target of a prosecutor's inves- 
tigation into tax evasion at Serie A club Udinese, the 
ANSA news agency reported. 

Branca was brought in for questioning Monday but 
employed his right to refuse to answer "because he was 
not familiar with the evidence and the reasons for the 
ANSA quoted the player’s lawyer as say- 


ing. 
Branca, who had three different stints with Udinese 
between 1986 and 1994, allegedly evaded 694 million 
lire (about $400,000) in taxes. Udine prosecutor Paolo 
Alessio Verni has been conducting an inquiry into 
whether Udinese evaded taxes in transfer deals, 


layers in Italy's top league will be subjected 

to surprise, blood and urine anti-doping tests in the 
new season, Italian federation president Luciano Nizzola 
said, 

Nizzola made the announcement after meeting with 
the Italian Olympic Committe’s ruling council, which 
approved new testing for 10 different sports. 

Last season, some Serie A players were randomly 


in two rooms at the team's hotel in north 
Wales. 


"The World Cup and the problems I've FEDERADONE 


@uoco-cavcio properly and checked every mini-bar in the 


selected to provide urine samples after weekend league 
games. Under the new guidelines, blood and urine tests 
for banned performance-enhancing substances can be 
carried out unannounced at any time during the week. 

‘The International Olympic Committee relies only on 
urine tests because it says blood tests are less reliable. 

"We'll try to do the tests from the beginning of the 
season. Maybe we won't have them right from the first 
game but we will soon after that," Nizzola said. 

Representatives of sports doctors, the players’ associ- 
ation and the coaches’ association will meet Monday to 
discuss specifics of the new testing. 

The Italian soccer world was shaken last month by 
three separate investigations — two by city prosecutors 
and one by the Italian Olympic Committee's anti-doping 
commission — into possible use of banned substances 
after AS Roma coach Zdenek Zeman remarked he was 
"amazed" by the sudden muscular growth of some play- 
ers. 


‘elsh water wasn’t good enough for 
Italy's superstar players — they 
brought gallons of their own with them in 
preparation for Saturday's European 
Championship qualifier against Wales at 
Liverpool's Anfield ground. 
Not only water, but all their own food 
and tons of pasta, and it has all been stored 


Italy also changed yellow curtains in 


players’ rooms because they couldn't sleep 


65 booked rooms — one for each player and 
2 backroom staff — to keep temptation away. 

‘They have also brought their own chef with 
them. 

But it was the gallons of Italian mineral water that, 
along with the mountain of food that had to be transport- 
ed to the hotel from the airport ina seven-ton lorry when 
the team arrived, that has amazed Welsh FA officials. 

Said a source: 'The Italians have brought enough 
water with them to have a lake of their own, 

‘They wanted it so that it could be used to boil their 
‘own pasta rather than use the, local water.’ (sound famil- 
iar Sydney??). 

And coach Dino Zoff hardly endeared himself to the 
media by refusing point blank to hold any press confer- 
ence until Friday evening at Anfield - at the same time 
as the Wales-Italy Under-21 match was taking place in 
Wrexham. In the end the Italians squeezed home cour- 
tesy of goals from Fuser and Vieri. 
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EURO SUPER LEAGUE 


Ree Hecht said there would be no 
losers in his plan to revolutionise 
European soccer. 

The 38-year-old Italian, whose Milan- 
based Media Partners company is trying to 
form a European Super League, spent the 
day in London giving details of how the new 
Teague will not only satisfy the continent's 
big clubs but also pour unprecedented riches 
into the game. 

"There is absolutely nothing harmful for 
European football in our proposal -- far from 
it," he told Reuters in an interview. "It is a 
proposal with no losers. 

"The league is built on a merit concept 
with 100 percent ownership in the hands of 
the clubs, on a similar model to the English 
premier league. 

"It is totally transparent and the benefits 
are so impressive — to all levels of the game 
<a that football could not be insensitive to 
it 

Hecht said that competing Super League 
clubs would receive about three times as 
much as they currently get from the 
Champions’ League and promised huge 
investment at grass roots level. 

After further consultations with the clubs 
this week, Media Partners have come up 
with a revised plan for how the league would 
work, 

It would feature 18 "founder member" 
clubs, two more than announced in the origi- 
nal plans, 

They would be selected on their perfor- 
mance over 10 years and would be guaran- 
teed a place for three seasons. A further 18 
(also up from 16) would be invited to play 
based on their performance during the previ- 
‘us season. 

The 36 teams would be divided into three 
groups of 12, each club playing the-others 
once, The top five in each group plus the 
sixth placed team with the best record would 
advance to a knockout last 16 and onto a 
one-off final. 

A secondary competition, the Pro Cup, 
would involve 96 clubs from all 51 UEFA 
countries in a knockout competition, Clubs 
would qualify on the basis of domestic 
league and cup performances. 

Sixty four clubs would play in an initial 
round with the 32 winners advancing to play 
a pre-selected 32 and then straight knockout. 

Hecht said the new competitions would be 
played in midweek to complement, not 
replace, the current domestic ones. 


" want to keep alive the dream of 

clubs like Wimbledon, who can not 
only dream of making it to the Super League 
but also of winning it,” he said. 

"This plan makes the dream financially 
sustainable because the money will go to all 
levels of the gam and not just to the already 
rich." 


For that to happen the new league must 
have the blessing of world and European | 
governing bodies FIFA and UEFA, a sce- 
nario that looks unlikely at the moment. 

"We want their approval and are seeking 
to get it," he said. 

"We have offered them (UEFA) a regula- 
tory role and really do not understand why | 
they feel they have to own the competition,” | 
he added, before warning that if approval | 
was not forthcoming then he would be happy | 
to follow the alternative route. 

UEFA have already said they want no part 
of it and are planning their own new compe- 
tition, likely to be based on a further expan- 
sion of the Champions’ League. 

FIFA has threatened to ban Super League 
clubs from playing in domestic leagues and 
ban their players from representing their 
countries but Hecht is confident such steps 
would be illegal under European Community 
Taw. 

He also said UEFA's current monopoly on 
selling TV rights through its own marketing 
arm would be unlikely to stand up to EC scruti- 


ny. 

Not a penny has been pledged nor have 
there been any negotiations with anyone 
regarding TV rights. 

"It would have been far easier for us to 
have sold everything in advance to a multi- 
media giant — and we had several approach- 
es — but that would have delivered the 
future of the game to them. 

"Our plan keeps control with the clubs 
and the fans and we can go to the EC and get 
the exemption we would need as a result of | 
those benefits," 


echt said Media Partners were able to 

resist the pressure to sell the product in | 
advance because of a $3 billion guarantee | 
given by merchant bankers JP Morgan. 

"They obviously hope they will not have 
to spend that money once we have sold the 
TV rights but it means we can were able to 
present to concept to the clubs and offer 
them control." 

Hecht, who pioneered digital TV pay-per- 
view coverage in Italian soccer, said that that 
technology would play an important part of 
the deal but promised that there would still 
be plenty to see without payment. 

"The semi-finals and final of the league 
and the entire Pro Cup will be available free 
and there will be highlights of the other 
games available 30 minutes after they fin- 
ish," he said. ; 

He is meeting the chairmen of the 20 
English premier league clubs on Thursday 
when he will outline the latest developments. 

The plan is still for the new league to 
begin in the 2000/2001 season but Hecht | 
promised there was still ample time for 
changes. 


| 
| 
| 
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FLAT GERMANS 


fter their dramatic post-World Cup reconstruction, 
German coach Berti Vogts must have been hoping 
for a convincing victory over Malta last Wednesday 
(Sept 2). 

Tt was not to be however, as the three-time world champions 
Were unimpressive and needed a 72nd minute goal from substi- 
tute Stephan Passlock to seal a 2-1 win. 

The Borussia Moenchengladbach defender, winning only his 
third cap, struck with a brilliant volley from just inside the penal- 
ty area, 

The Germans, playing their first game since the World Cup, 
‘went in front after six minutes when Maltese defender Darren 
Debono diverted a comer kick from Mario Basler into his own 
net. 

Just twenty minutes later however, Malta leveled when mid- 
fielder Joe Brincat scored from close range, after being beautiful- 
ly set up by Carmel Busuttil. 

Despite casting aside some older players, Vogts gave only two 
new caps in this friendly international, to Hansa Rostock defend- 
et Marko Rehmer and Bayer Leverkusen midfielder Stefan 
Beinlich. 


alencia striker Adrian Jlie (right) scored a hat-rick 

as Romania crushed Lichenstein 7-0 in their open- 

ing Group Seven European qualifier. Ilie’s goals 

came in a 19 minute period either side of half-time, 
with his third after 51 minutes the best. 

Despite Lichenstein goalkeeper Martin Oehri keeping the 
score down to single figures with some brilliant saves, Romania 
scored other goals through Gheorghe Popescu, Catalin 
Munteanu, Viorel Moldovan and an own goal, 
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New Romania coach Victor Piturca was a happy man after the 
game. 

“This was a perfect training session for the next two key away 
matches against Portugal and Hungary.” 

Romania play Germany in a friendly in Malta before meeting 
Portugal in Lisbon on October 10 and Hungary in Budapest on 
October 14. 

Meanwhile on the domestic front, a fresh wave of violence 
has gripped Romanian soccer with senior club officials punished 
for assaulting referees and 
the country’s most skilled 
players coming under 
attack during matches. 

‘The latest outbreaks of 
unruly behaviour has cast 
new doubt on the integrity 
of the sport in a country 
already plagued by chron- 
ic violence and deep-seat- 
ed racism among fans, 
many plunged into pover- 
ty and despair by post- 
communist economic 
hardship. 

"Romanian soccer is 
now in a critical situa- 
tion," Romanian Soccer 


Federation (FRF) General Secretary Adalbert Kassay told 
Reuters in an interview this week. 
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EURO 2000 QUALIFIERS 


‘orld Cup finalists Spain suffered a rude 

awakening Saturday in their first 

European Championship Group Six 

qualifier, going down 3-2 to minnows 
Cyprus, 

After their premature exit from the France 98, the 
Spanish had been keen to show that failure was a flash 
in the pan, 

Instead, coach Javier Clemente, already under fire in 
the summer, will now fear for his future. 

Engomitis, a telecommunications engineer away from 
football, hit the opener with a fine lob two minutes 
before the break and naturalized Yugoslav Gocic made 
it two just after the restart to put the Spaniards on the 
ropes. 

Real Madrid star Raul pulled one back with 18 min- 
ules remaining but Spoljaric restored the two-goal 
deficit to render Morientes' late reply academic. 


The hapless Javier Clemente... Spain 
- lose yet again. 


elarus and Denmark drew 0-0 in their opening 
European championship group one qualifier on 

‘Saturday. By all accounts it was a fairly lacklustre affair. 
Denmark, quarter-finalists at this year's World Cup, 
were rarely able to penetrate a tough Belarus defence as 
the hosts were lifted by a noisy 35,000 crowd, which 
included Belarus president Alexander Lukashenko. 

Martin Jorgensen wasted an excellent chance to win 
the match for the Danes when he went one-one-one with 
Belarus goalkeeper Andrei Satsunkevich in the 53rd 
minute. Jorgensen got past the the onrushing keeper but 
Belarus defender Andrei Ostrovsky got back to clear the 
ball off the line. 

Goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel was in good form for 
Denmark, making one particularly good close range 
save from midfielder Vasily Baranov in the first half. 


inland edged at Moldova 3-2 in a tense group three 

European championship qualifier on Saturday after 
the two traded three goals in a span of four minutes 
early in the first half. 

PSV Eindhoven striker Jonas Kolkka gave Finland its 
first goal eight minutes into the game, shooting into the 
top left comer from close range. 

Moldova's Igor Oprea equalized in the 10th minute 
with an easy shot in front of the goal after a sleepy 
Finland defence failed to intercept a long cross. 

Just one minute later Oprea was left wide open in 
front of goal and left keeper Antti Niemi no chance. 

Moldova's lead evaporated in the last minute of the 
first half with an equalizer by Jonatan Johansson and 
their fate was sealed in 63rd minute when Mika 


Paateleinen, Finland's best player, scored with a header. 

Just before the final whistle, Moldova's Ghenadie 
Pusca was sent off for the second yellow card after a late 
challenge on Finland's playmaker Jari Litmanen of Ajax 
Amsterdam. 


kraine beat Russia 3-2 in the first game between the 

former Soviet allies, though the scoreline in 
Saturday's European championship qualifier belied the 
Ukrainians’ dominance over their big northern neigh- 
bors. 

Ukraine led 2-0 at half-time but Russia clawed their 
way back into the match before their goalkeeper Dmitry 
Kharin of Chelsea was dismissed for bringing down 
Ukraine's Serhiy Rebrov. 

Rebrov made it 3-1 from the spot. 


Despite a string of clear chances, including a Rebrov . 


drive that crashed against the bar with stand-in keeper 
Stanislav Cherchesov beaten, Russia's Ukrainian-born 
captain Viktor Onopko restored respectability three min- 
tutes from time. 

"Frankly speaking, we didn't have a team here,” 
Russia's newly-appointed Ukrainian coach Anatoly 
Byshovets admitted after the game. "I had about six 
days with the squad since I was appointed (in July). To 
be honest, 1 was quite satisfied." Kharin, brought back 
for his first competitive game since Euro 96 as 
Byshovets sought to steady nerves in Kiev's intimidating 
Olympic stadium, failed to cut an Andriy Shevchenko 
flick that found Serhiy Popov at the far post to head 
Ukraine's opener after just 14 minutes. 

When Ukrainian sweeper Vladislav Vashchuk sprint- 
ed 60 metres down the cenfer on a break 10 minutes 
Tater and cut across for an unmarked Sethiy Skachenko 
to lob Kharin for the second, it seemed that the Russians 
were in for a rout. 

The Ukrainian media had dubbed it the "Game of the 
Century,” relishing the prospect of making up for three 
centuries of Moscow mule and avenging the way Russia 
snatched the mantle of Soviet soccer when the USSR 
fell apart. 

‘The 82,000 fans, accustomed to goal feasts from the 
Dynamo Kiev club side that makes up the bulk of the 
national squad, were disappointed, however. 

Russia's foreign legion, led by Onopko and Rangers 
winger Andrei Kanchelskis, both Ukrainians who opted 
to play for Russia, steeled their makeshift side and held 
on till half-time. 

Ukrainian goalkeeper Olexander Shovkovsky had 
scarcely been troubled for an hour, when Spanish-based 
Alexander Mostovoi came on for anonymous Roma 
midfielder Dmitry Alenichev in the 64th minute. Two 
minutes later he found Yevgeny Varlamov at the far 
Post from a free kick and it was 2-1. 

Ukraine came back with a vengeance, 

Rebrov and Shevchenko tormented the ragged 
Russian back line but tended to over-elaborate, 

However, when Rebrov pounced on the misunderstand- 
ing between Kovtun and Kharin, the Dynamo Kiev striker 
stepped up to the spot to put the game out of reach. 

An almost carbon copy Mostovoi free kick put 
Onopko clear with a far-post header in the 87th minute 
to restore Russian pride. 


Ne: Ireland's hopes of qualifying for Euro 2000 
suffered an immediate setback when they slumped 
to a 3-0 defeat to Turkey in their opening Group Three 
tie. Lawrie McMenemy's men were outclassed at the 
Galatasaray's Ali Sami Stadium as the skillful Turks 
gave them a footballing lesson. 

‘Turkey were transformed from the side who had lost 
recent games against Israel and Albania, and Besiktas 
striker Okray Derelioglu led them a merry dance at the 
back as he helped himself to two goals. 

Tayfun Havutcu hit the other goal as McMenemy's 
defensive 4-4-1-1 formation backfired. 

McMenemy’s tactic failed from the first whistle as the 
Turks, whose under-pressure coach Mustafa Denizli had 
promised the country a victory, poured forward. 

The visitors, ironically, might have taken the lead 
when Keith Rowland won a free-kick on the left-hand 
side of the box and the unmarked Ian Dowie sent a diy- 
ing header wide from Hughes’ cross, 


England's Jamie Redknapp and Henrik Larsson (no. 10) battle during the Swedes’ 


‘successful first Euro qualifier. 


But the Turks stepped up several gears and went 
ahead on 18 minutes. 

Keith Gillespie Jost the ball upfield to Mert Korkmaz, 
who fed Abdullah Ercan and he played a lovely 50-yard 
pass over the Irish defence for Okray to outpace Morrow 
and chip Alan Fett. 

Alpay Ozalan went close to a second goal for Turkey 
when he headed just over the bar from Sergen Yalcin's 
comer on 32 minutes. 

‘Turkey carved out another opening four minutes from 
the interval, but Okan Buruk carelessly sliced his shot 
high and wide. 

Within four minutes of ther restart Turkey had dou- 
bled their lead. 

Sergen received Abdullah's pass and ran into the area 
where he was brought down by Hill and Tayfun sent 


* Pettis the wrong way to slot home the penalty. 


Oktay produced another exquisite finish for their 
third and his second of the night on 58 minutes from 
Tugay's pass, 


Nee world champions France struggled to 
impress in their opening qualifier on Saturday, 
finally settling for a 1-1 draw against Iceland. 

The Icelanders, who had scored two draws in eight 
previous matches against France, took the lead in the 
33rd minute with a header from Rikhardur Dadason. 

Dadason, who plays for Icelandic league side Viking, 
nodded past onrushing keeper Fabien Barthez, who 
completely mistimed his intended punch as he came for 
a long ball from the left. 

But the crowd at the Laugardalsvollur stadium were 
stunned two minutes later when Christophe Dugarry 
stabbed in the equalizer from four yards out. 

Dugarry should have scored again ten minutes into 
the second-half but sliced his effort just wide from the 
edge of the box. 


pportunist strikes from Diego Fuser and Christian 
Vieri saw Italy beat Wales 2-0 in Saturday's 
European championship Group One qualifier. 

Fuser capitalized on a calamitous defensive error by 
Chris Coleman to beat Paul Jones in the Welsh goal 
from the narrowest of angles in the 20th minute. 

Thirteen minutes from time Vieri held off two chal- 
lenges to fire home a second after neat interplay 
between Francesco Di Francesco and substitute Roberto 
Baggio. 


Italy were given a tough time by the passionate 
Welsh and were lucky to see Ryan Giggs’ free kick hit 
the bar minutes before halftime. 

In the end the sheer professionalism of the Italians 
(who caused a stir by bringing their own water, see Italy 
news on page 26) saw them through against one of 
Europe’s most underrated sides. 


Jovakia made a convincing start to their European 

championship qualification campaign with a 3-0 win 
over Azerbaijan in group seven on Saturday. 

The home side, entering only its second European 
championship as an independent state after 
Czechoslovakia split in 1993, controlled the match from 
the start and could have won by a greater margin, 

Azerbaijan never really threatened Slovak goalkeeper 
Alexander Vencel while they frequently had to bring all 
their players back to defend their own goal. 

Martin Fabus slotted the opening goal with a low shot 
in the 17th minute after breaking into the penalty area 
between two Azerbaijan defenders and leaving goal- 
keeper Dmitrii Kramarenko with no chance. 

Real Oviedo’s midfielder Peter Dubovsky converted a 
penalty in the 26th minute after Kramarenko fouled 
striker Jozef Majoros, 

Midfielder Lubomir Moravcik, finding himself 
unmarked in the penalty area, and scored from close 
range for the third goal in the 40th minute. 


goes Israel came from behind to earn a surprise 
1-1 draw with Austria in their qualifying match 
played in torrential rain on Saturday. 

With group six favorites Spain losing 3-2 in Cyprus 
on Saturday, it was a missed opportunity for Austria. 

"This was not the result we wanted," a visibly disap- 
pointed Austrian coach Herbert Prohaska said. "Spain 
losing to Cyprus shows us that our group is more diffi- 
cult than we had previously expected." 

A second-half penalty from striker Serge} Barbarez 
earned Bosnia a 1-1 draw against Estonia in a European 
championship qualifier on Saturday. 

‘The home team dominated the opening minutes of the 
group nine game with Fenerbahce's in-form striker Elvir 
Baljic causing problems for the Estonian defense but 
Baljic and his team mates lacked the finishing touch in 
front of the goal. 


, 
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EURO 2000 QUALIFERS | 


ithuania's and Scotland's defences dictated a scoreless draw in a 
European Championship Group Nine qualifying match on Saturday in 
an evenly-matched game with few good scoring opportunities, 

Lithuania took the initiative early on when Edgaras Jankauskas forced 
Scotland goalkeeper Jim Leighton into a diving save with a 22nd-minute 
header, 

Lithuania threatened again with its best scoring opportunity in the 45th 
minute when Aidas Preikshaitis fired a shot from outside the penalty box, 
shaving the post, 

Scotland's best chance came three minutes into time added on when 
central defender Colin Hendry headed over the bar. 


rmenia breezed to a 3-1 win over Andorra in their European champ- 
ionship Group Four game on Saturday but drew concerns over its 
inability to score more. 

‘The Pyrrenean minnows, having travelled 3,000 km to the Caucasus 
mountains, barely managed to get into their opponents’ half for long peri- 
ods, 

But Armenia, who must face world champions France as well as former 
Soviet heavyweights Russia and Ukraine, failed to capitalize on their con- 
sistent pressure. 

Tt took until five minutes before half-time before Garnik Avalyan final- 
ly got the opener from 10 meters out. 

When Avalyan was taken off in the 69th minute, substitute Tigran 
Yesayan was swift to get into the game, driving home from an angle just 
two minutes later, 

‘Yesayan popped up again in injury time, making amends for a shock 
86th minute penalty from Andorra’s Julian Lucendo, 


sl KS Russian team fell prey to the country's financial crisis when it was 
held up at a Moscow airport in a row over money before flying to 
Ukraine for Saturday's European championship match. 

Tt took the arrival of an armored car laden with hard cash from the state 
gas monopoly Gazprom, which supports the national squad, for officials at 
Ynukovo airport to let the team leave for Kiev on Friday aboard a plane 
‘owned by Gazprom. 

"It was a complete mess," Russian coach Anatoly Byshovets said, "I 
wouldn't have imagined it in a nightmare." 

It took his squad four hours instead of one to reach Kiev, where it faces 
a tough opening encounter in qualifying group four which also includes 
world champion France, 

‘The Russian business newspaper Kommersant-Daily, which has a cor- 
respondent traveling with the team, said the airport management insisted 
that Gazprom, Russia's biggest company and the largest natural gas firm in 
the world, pay up front for the fuel and servicing of the charter flight. 

With Russia's banking system paralyzed following the collapse of gov- 
ernment finances last month and the ruble in free fall, only hard cash -- 
preferably dollars -- will do for even some of the biggest Russian busi- 
nesses. 

Acting Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, who used to be the head 
of Gazprom, outlined a policy on Friday that many analysts said could see 
the ruble lose even more than the two-thirds of its value it has lost in the 
past three weeks. 


A" France this week were once again lauded by their government with 
special commendations. Pictured right is Marcel Desailly after the 
ceremony which took place before their Euro 2000 qualifer against 
Iceland. 


Jason McAteer of the Republic of Ireland against Croatia's Mario Stanic. 


Turkey's Hakan Sukur and Northern Ireland's Colin Hill do battle. The Turks won 3-0. 


EURO U/21 CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 


In Minsk: 
Belarus. s..+eeeeeeeeee¢60 Denmark ..........0604.2 
Scorers: Klaus Jensen 27, Dennis Rommedahl 43 
Red card: Morten Petersen (Denmark) 86 
Halftime: 0-2; Attendance: 4,500 


In Wiener Neudorf; 
Austria... sipverseO” MAEM an yerssecdeotes ard 
Scorer; Yossi Shai Benayoun 28 
HT: 0-1; Att: 600 + 
In Thilisi: 
Gedrgian cesmt eiveteet OO eAlbania.<. 2... 2.000e02 = 


Scorer: Albert Duro 87 
HT: 0-0; Att: 10,000 


Ukraine. 
Scorer: Sethiy Dranov 
HT: 1-0; Att: 5,000 


In Limassol: 
Cipraeiads «+ Le - Spain Setcneses--<cee8 


Cyprus; Lambos Lambrou 60 
Spain: Jose Mari Romero 47, 87, Miguel Angel Angulo 77 
HT: 0-0 Att: 120 


In Sundsvaal: 


Sweden. cvecseeseceO England ccesucvsnssseened 
Scorers: Jamie Carragher 8, Frank Lampard 86pen 
HT: 0-1 
In Wrexham: 
tg esietieis.- 1 malty exeezs et) 


Walés: Bellamy 45pen 
Italy: Grandoni 14, Camandini 25 


‘HT: 1-2 
In Vilnius: 
Lithuania ............---.0 Scotland .....,.0-...040-.0 
In tzmir: 
Turkey «eee2 Northern Ireland.,..,....0° 
Scorers: Koprulu 57, Acbayrak 69 
HT: 0-0 
In Kilkenny: 
Scorers: 
Treland: Conlon 2, Baker 59 
Croatia: Tomic 56, Sokota 77 
HT: 1-0 


In Brussels; 
Belgium...........-.+..+.0 Czech Republic..,....... 2 
Scorers: Marek Jankulovski 15, Tomas Dosek 57 
HT: 0-1 

tn Zenica; 


+3 Estonia... 


jevgeni Kurjanov 4, Teet Allas 79pen 
Halftime: 2-1 


In Bourgas: 
Datearcemmansea 2) PPOMNG=.cocamaiuaanacteree 


Bulgaria: Vesselin Velikov 31, Hristo Yovoy 33pen 
Poland:Macej Bykowski 13, Artur Wychniarek 72 
Halfti 1; Attendance: 5,000 


In Akranes: 
Tceland .22.252c,csesee000  Fametssc.e.ssayneannsaa ld, 
Scorers: 
France: Nicolas Anelka 3, Daniel Moreira 15 
HT: 0-2; Att: 1,000 
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JUNINHO BACK? 


ston Villa and Tottenham, who have re- 

emerged as rivals in the $24million race to 

sign Juninho, would have to match the 

little Brazilian's modest (!!) wages of 
$100,000 a week. Juninho has fallen out of favour 
with Atletico Madrid boss Arrigo Sacchi but his 
former club Middlesbrough ruled themselves out of 
the running, 

Boro have first refusal after reluctantly selling him to 
Atletico for $24m in the wake of their relegation to the 
First Division 16 months ago. 

Although they bounced straight back into the 
Premiership last season, they will not be taking up their 
option unless he agrees to take a massive cut in his 
current wages. 

Assistant manager Viv Anderson confirmed that 
Boro had been monitoring Juninho's uneasy relationship 
with controversial former Italy boss Sacchi and said: 
‘We are in the market for quality players and we have 
the funds in place, But the money Juninho is on is 
frightening. We enjoyed having him here. He is a 
wonderful talent and a great little fellow but ! don't 
think he will be coming back to Middlesbrough.’ 

‘The former Boro idol is in the mood to return to 
English football after being played out of position by 
Sacchi and even axed from Atletico's starting line-up. 

‘That leaves the way open for Villa — who had an 
initial bid turned down last month — and Tottenham, to 
whom he spoke before leaving the Riverside for 
Atletico, Spurs made a big impression on Juninho's 
father Osvaldo after chairman Alan Sugar met them for 
talks, 

Villa boss John Gregory has $54m at his disposal 
after selling Dwight Yorke to Manchester United and is 
teady to approach Atletico again for their disgruntled 
playmaker. 

Juninho, who missed most of last season with a 
seyere ankle injury that forces him to play with a 
special carbon fibre cast, sat out Atletico’s opening 
Teague game, a 1-0 defeat at Valencia, reportedly with a 
slight muscle strain, 

But he may not have played anyway after a row with 
Sacchi and failing to establish himself in pre-season 
friendlies, 


VINNIE SAYS 
SOFT” 


innie Jones, for many years regarded as 

one of the hard men of English football, 

could take up acting instead after 

complaining the sport is no longer tough 
enough, 

The 33-year-old Queen's Park Rangers’ 
player/manager, speaking after making his acting debut 
in the new British gangster film "Lock, Stock and Two 
Smoking Barrels", said: "Football's becoming less and 


less a man’s game, and I'm amazed we're letting it 
happen. 


Noted thespian Vincent Jones 


‘Sacchi wants to play him out on the right wing, and 
Juninho is very unhappy about it,’ said a source in Sao 
Paulo, 'He is at his best playing just behind the strikers 
in a central position and he can't understand why he has 
been moved to a role which is so unfamiliar to him.’ 


duninho ... not short of a Sov. | 


"Football's our national sport and we invented it as'a 
contact sport. As much as the British public loves 
seeing someone score a 30-yarder, they also love to see 
someone get stuck in." 

Speaking in this month's edition of Loaded 
magazine, Jones, said he opposed new rules against 
tackling from behind in an attempt to cut down on 
injuries. 

He also said football was a risky career. 

"If [had to make a decision to go into a big movie or 
stay in football, I think acting might win, because come 
Christmas if QPR don't do well, I might be back on the 
dole," he said. 

"I love football but it's a dog-eat-dog world and 
you're only as good as your last game, as a manager or a 
player." 

Jones earned his reputation as the one of the most 
feared competitors during 13 bruising seasons with | 
Wimbledon, Leeds, Sheffield United and Chelsea. | 

In July he was ordered to do 100 hours community 
service after being found guilty of punching, kicking | 
and biting a neighbour in a late-night row. | 


MAN 


CITY 


MOVING HOME? 


Mes City will let their fans decide whether 
the club should move to a 90 million pounds 
($150 million) stadium being built in the city for the 
2002 Commonwealth Games. 

The English second division club have been offered 
‘ownership of the 50,000-seater stadium in exchange for 
their current Maine Road ground once the Games are 
over. 

City chairman David Berstein was quoted in the 
Manchester Evening News on Wednesday as saying: 

"Before anything is decided about the stadium we 
want to know what our supporters think. 

“At the end of the day if our fans don't want to move 
to the new stadium then we won't go." 

Last season the high-profile club, winners of the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup in 1970, were condemned 
to life outside the top two divisions for the first time 
since they were formed more than a century ago. 

Manchester City have been at Maine Road for the 
past 75 years. 


Nese midfielder Dietmar Hamann has been 
ruled out for two months after suffering ligament 
damage in the 4-1 defeat by Liverpool on the opening 
day. 

The German international limped out of the St James’ 
Park game after just 12 minutes before Newcastle 
collapsed in Ruud Gullit's first game in charge. 

Hamann has flown back to Germany to receive 
further treatment. 


heffield Wednesday assistant manager Peter 

'Shreeves has left the club by mutual consent. 

‘The former Spurs manager, who worked as Glenn 
Hoddle's assistant at Chelsea, joined the Owls in the 
summer of 1996, working under David Pleat. 

Following Pleat's departure last November, Shreeves 
had a brief spell as caretaker manager and was retained 
by Pleat's successor, Ron Atkinson. 

When Wednesday decided to part company with 
Atkinson in May, Shreeves was assured of a place in the 


| new managerial set-up. But new boss Danny Wilson's 


decision to appoint Frank Barlow as his assistant 
‘appears to have prompted Shreeves’ departure. 


Re Fowler took only six minutes to get back on 
the goal trail in what was supposed to be a hush- 
hush comeback for Liverpool reserves at Leicester last 
night, 

The 23-year-old England striker showed no sign of 
adverse reaction to the nightmare knee ligament injury 
that wrecked his World Cup dreams when he returned to 
competitive action four months ahead of schedule. 


B= manager Roy Hodgson yesterday accused 
Tottenham of trying to unsettle Tim Sherwood, 

Hodgson has turned down a $6million bid — which 
Spurs increased to about $8m— but is angry over what 
he claims is the way they have mounted their campaign. 

Tottenham director of football David Pleat intimated 
yesterday that he believed his club were close to getting 
their man, saying that he understood the midfielder was 
prepared to move back south, 

That statement was considered by Hodgson to be 
tantamount to an illegal approach and he countered: 

"Tottenham have taken it into their heads to try to 
sign Tim Sherwood by unsettling him. They made an 
offer but we do not want to sell and that should be the 
end of it.’ 

Sherwood went public to re-assure Rovers fans, He 
said: "There has been a suggestion that I am unhappy in 
the north. That is not the case. Everybody can see I am. 
very settled in the area and I enjoy playing for 
Blackburn,’ 


Bas supremo Ron Noades is hoping to sign on- 
Joan West Ham defender Aussie Chris Coyne on a 
permanent basis. 

Coyne had another solid game in the 2-1 win over 
Rochdale which kept Brentford in second place in the 
Third Division and Noades said; 'We would like to sign 
him before the FA Cup deadline. It can take nine games 
for a defender out of the reserves to settle in but Coyne's 
done a good job already,’ 

The former Palace chairman also confirmed that 
Brentford have agreed terms with Coventry over striker 
Simon Haworth, 

A goal by Darren Powell after only 89 seconds put 
Brentford on their way. Rochdale equalised following a 
mistake by Isidrio Diaz but substitute Kevin Rapley 
volleyed Brentford's winner, 


NEVIN IN ADMIN 


mer Scotland winger Pat Nevin became 

the first footballer to combine playing with a 
senior role at management level. The 
diminutive playmaker was appointed as 
Motherwell’s new chief executive after the wrangle 


| over his protracted departure from Kilmarnock was 


resolved with the help of the Scottish Premier 
League. 

Nevin, 35 on Sunday, has also bought a 5 percent 
stake in the Lanarkshire club recently purchased by 
close friend and businessman John Boyle for 2.5 
million pounds (3.75 million U.S. dollars). 

He will have overall responsibility for "footballing 
strategy" and the commercial and business operations of 
the club, although manager Harri Kampman will remain 
in charge of team affairs and tactics. 

Nevin, who has signed a two-year playing contract, 
will not officially be on the board, although he and 
Boyle both indicated they would approach the SFA at a 
later date about relaxing a rule stopping current players 


| enjoying such status. 


But he will have a role in re-negotiating player 
contracts and helping persuade possible transfer targets 
to come to Fir Park. 


"The manager will decide who he actually wants, and 
if the board agree, I may well be the on who goes to 
speak to that player," he said. 

"But Harri will be the one organizing the team and 
tactics, although I am sure the likes of myself and Brian 
‘McClair will be available for advice if needed.” 

Nevin, a former chairman of the English Professional 
Footballers Association who returned to Scotland last 
year after spells with Chelsea, Everton and Tranmere, 
insisted he would adopting a ‘softly, softly’ approach to 
the twin tasks ahead. 

“Lam not going to be coming in saying we should be 
doing this or doing that —I know my limitations,” he 
added. 

"There are good people all the way through the club 
like Willie McLean and Alan Dick who I can work 
with, and as long as we all have the long-term benefit of 
Motherwell Football Club in mind we will do OK. 

"It is a very big job I am being asked to do, because 
it is tough enough just being a professional footballer at 
my age.” 

‘Nevin is also an author and is one of the game’s most 
articulate characters. 
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OMAGH BOMBING 
BENEFIT MATCH 


‘he Republic of Ireland have agreed in principle 

to meet Northern Ireland over a two legged 
football match in the near future with all the 
proceeds going to the victims of the Omagh bombing 
tragedy, which claimed 28 lives and injured 220, it 
was on Tuesday, 

The Football Association of Ireland (FAI) 
confirmed that they had been in contact with their 
Northern Ireland counterparts, the Irish Football 
Association (IFA) about staging the games in Belfast 
and Dublin. 

"We have agreed in principle with the IFA to the 
holding of the two matches," said FAI Chief Executive 
Bernard O'Byrne. 

“Now we need to find suitable dates on which all our 
top players from both sides would be available," he 
added, 


November and February are already being pencilled 
in as possible dates for these unique matches. 

Republic manager Mick McCarthy, has 
enthusiastically backed the proposal. 

Northern Ireland’s Lawrie McMenemy, who is a 
former member of the elite Coldstream Guards 
regiment, is expected to follow suit, 

“T cannot imagine anybody who wouldn't help such a 
cause and hopefully we can sort out the dates," said 
McCarthy. 

"For such a worthy cause, we must all pull together 
at international and club level to make sure that these 
games go ahead to help the victims of the bombing and 
their families. 

"It's a marvellous idea, and I am sure like everyone 
else, football people throughout Ireland will be 
delighted to be involved,” he added, 


laven Bilic faces another month on the sidelines 

‘after visiting a specialist about a troublesome groin 
injury. 

Everton's $9 million central defender has yet to make 
an appearance this season and has been ordered to rest 
for at least the next fortnight. 

Bilic, who helped guide Croatia to third place in the 
World Cup, would then have to work his way towards 


match fitness before manager Walter Smith would 
consider him for first team duty. 

"My frustration is growing by the day, he said. ‘I 
damaged a muscle in pre-season training and have 
found it very difficult to sit and watch our three 
Premiership games so far. I want to be out there playing 
my part and impressing the new manager, but there is 
nothing I can do.’ 

This is another blow for Bilic whose World Cup was 
marred by his role in the sending off of Laurent Blanc 
which cost the France defender a place in the Final. 


rystal Palace’s Mare Edworthy completed a four- 

year deal, which will be worth £1.2million when he 
has chalked up 60 appearances with his new club 
Coventry City. 

Edworthy, who started his career at Plymouth, was 
at Palace for three years, playing at sweeper, right-back 
and midfield, and is coming in as initial cover and 
eventual successor to Roland Nilsson at Highfield 
Road. 


|e defender Mark Wright is retiring from the 
game after failing to shrug off a persistent back 
injury. 

The 35-year-old who won 45 England caps and made 
more than 600 senior appearances with Oxford, 
Southampton, Derby and the Anfield club, has been out 
of action for almost a year. Now Wright, who captained 
Liverpool to their FA Cup success in 1992, is looking 
for a career in coaching and management. 

“I's an acute back injury. I can run in a straight line. 
But it's impossible to play because I can't run, twist or 
turn," he said. 

“I've done everything I could to get back because I 
‘was prepared to do anything. That's how much I wanted 
to play, but football is now a definite no." 

Wright starred for England in Italia 90 and will be 
remembered as one of the game’s most dependable 
central defenders. 


WHAT THE UK PRESS 
ARE SAYING 


with the headline: ‘Get your boots back on 

Ruud? with the adyice to Gullit, who is 36, 
from former Newcastle and Liverpool defender 
Alan Kennedy. 

“Don't forget Ruud Gullit is a great, great player and 
just the fact that he was in there would give the 
Newcastle United players a lot of confidence. 

"I don't know what his fitness level is like, but if he 
decided to put his boots back on then Newcastle 
United would be a better team for it," said Kennedy. 


Te Newcastle Evening Chronicle was running 


The Leicester Mercury ran with the headline: ‘On 
The Carpet’, referring to Leicester manager Martin 
O'Neill ‘carpeting’ his skipper over comments made 
about referee Uriah Rennie, the ref who was in control 
for the Blues’ game against Blackburn. 

Ironically, O'Neill agrees that, having seen the 
video, it was a penalty. But his skipper’s reaction, and 
outburst in the Press is not acceptable and he said: 
“Those players not on international duty are having a 
few days off but I will definitely be taking disciplinary 
action when Walsh returns with the rest of them. 

“His comments were relayed to me and my feeling is 
that players should not be criticising referees in this 
manner. 

“| know that sounds good coming from me. I was 
fined last season but hopefully that has taught me a 
lesson. 

“Funnily enough, I have seen from the video that it 
was a cast-iron penalty. Uriah Rennie did not have a 
good day on Saturday but he wasn’t alone. 


Neither did I because the team I manage did not win, 
and I will be putting in my report on the referee as 
usual. 

“Whether he was good or bad, that is not the point. 
‘The job of the players is just to get on with it, not slam 
the referee and that is what I will be telling Walshie.” 


The Coventry Evening Telegraph reports on 
‘ticketing problems at Highfield road’ The club have 
discovered that some adult supporters are gaining entry 
to premiership matches on half-price junior tickets. 
‘The scam came to light at the end of last season and the 
club noticed the problem re-surfaced during the opener 
against Chelsea. 

Match day searchers will now be instructed to check 
all tickets as fans enter the ground to ensure no more 
slip through the turnstiles. 


From the John O’Groats journal and Caithness 
Courier in North Scotland, the headline ‘Detectives not 
convinced by Bollards theory’ caught our eye. Two 
Inverness — based detectives who led a second 
investigation inquiry this week that they remained 
unconvinced by a theory that severe internal injuries 
were caused by a fall onto an omamental bollard. 

Both detectives Inspector Angus Chisolm and Detective 
Inspector Peter Black told Sheriff an Cameron that, as 
laymen, they were still not persuaded by the theory, 
although they accept it remains a possible cause of the 
severe and unusual abdominal injuries. 

Nothing to do with football, just thought you should 
be kept up to date with the latest on bollards. 


HOOD’S PROBS 
CONTINUE 


Jenn Hoddle must be ruing the day he 

decided to follow the Bard into the 

literary waters. Ever since, he has been 

sinking like a rock under the criticism. 
Now Roy Hodgson has been earmarked by the FA 
to take over from Glenn Hoddle if the England 
coach does not renew his contract or leaves before 
his current agreement ends. 

‘As Hoddle's problems with England pile up, there 
Temains a strong suggestion that Tottenham could still 
lure their former midfielder back to White Hart Lane if 
and when Christian Gross a 

Hoddle has seemed disillusioned by the flak he has 
taken over his World Cup diary. The Tony Adams 
Tevelations have not helped. 

Several senior members of the International 
Committee have been disturbed by recent events and 
one high-ranked source said: 'We have to be prepared 
for any eventuality. If Glenn opted to move on we have 
to be ready to act.’ 

Word on the Premiership grapevine is that 51-year- 
old Blackburn manager Hodgson, who guided 
Switzerland to the World Cup and Euro 96 Finals, is in 
pole position. 

Adding fuel to the fire, Hoddle came under further 
scutiny with the former England captain Tony Adams 
claiming that the England supremo had encouraged 
playmaker Paul Gascoigne to drink. 

Adams, who himself has fought back from 
alcoholism to take up a degree in English and become a 
distinguished pianist, also claims in his biography ' 
Addicted’, co-written with "Independent on Sunday’ 
journalist Ian Ridley, that he should have been 
England's World Cup captain instead of Alan Shearer. 

However, it is Adams' revelations serialised in the 
‘Sun’ newspaper that Hoddle, whose own biography has 
been heavily criticised for being so indiscreet over 
players behaviour during the 1998 World Cup finals, 
allowed the fragile Gascoigne to drink on the eve of the 
World Cup squad's selection that will cause the most 
damage. 

Hoddle wrote that a drunk Gascoigne had behaved 
like a schoolchild after he was told he would not be in 
the final squad. 

"I thought about trying to talk to him but knew I 
couldn't, not while he was in this state. He would never 
take it in," Hoddle wrote. 

"He had snapped. He was ranting, swearing and 
slurring his words, He was acting like a man possessed. 

"He seemed to be dealing with it quite well ... then 
he stopped, turned and flew into a rage, kicking a 
nearby chair. 

"It was a full-blooded volley and I was concerned 
because he had bare feet. The kick was so hard I 
thought he must have broken his foot. 

"He was a different person now. He had snapped. I 
stood there and he tured as if to go again, then came 
back with a barrage of abuse." 

‘Adams said Hoddle was wrong to encourage 
Gascoigne and the players to drink the night before 
naming his squad. 

"Gazza was an ill man, and Glenn did not 
understand properly the illness of addiction," Adams. 
said. 

"Glenn encouraging him to have a drink on the 
Saturday night was not the best thing -- not that Gazza 
needed Set hT he added. 


Adams conceded, though, that Hoddle was right to 
drop Gascoigne, because he was not fit. 

Adams also launched into Hoddle, about not being 
made captain as he believed with all his experience as 
skipper of Arsenal and England that he was most suited 
to the post. 

"Not only did I lead us (England) during Euro 96, 
but after a decade as Arsenal captain — and three 
league championships — I feel I have proved myself 
and have the respect of my peers." 

‘The 31-year-old also criticised the former Spurs and 
Monaco playmaker for humiliating Manchester United 
star Dayid Beckham, prior to the crucial Group match 
with Colombia. 


I should have been captain, not Alan Shearer, 
said Tony Adams in his book ‘Addicted’. 


"We were practising a free-kick routine where one 
player flips it back to Becks to volley, He was 
struggling and Glenn, to the disquiet of the boys, said; ' 
Obviously, you're not good enough to do that skill 

Beckham, who had been left out of the starting line- 
ups in the opening matches because Hoddle said his 
attitude wasn't right, subsequently scored with an 
excellent freekick against Colombia, for which Hoddle 
then took the credi 

Adams' final criticism of Hoddle was that the 
England coach treated the players in a patronising 
manner during the World Cup and lacked imagination 
during the training sessions, something he had never 
lacked as a player. 

“We are living in 1998, not 1939, and Tony has 
expressed his honestly held views at particular times 
over the past year,” said an FA official. 

These must be awkward times inside the England 
camp, however, the two have appeared in public since 
and have presented a united front. 


WARNER VISION & 
MAN UTD COMPETITION 


‘ey you, yes you, How would you like to win a 
great video on Man Utd? Of course you 


would. And it’s free!!! We have three free 


Goals’, which is 90 minutes of super strikes split up 
into sections such as ‘humungous headers” “box to box 
beauties’ ete. 
Second is ‘Manchester United David Beckham’, 
featuring interviews and goals from the last two years. 
Third is “Alex Ferguson's Ultimate United’, with the 
manager picking his best line-up from the 83 who have 


played for him during his time at the club, plus footage 
from the last 11 years, Who is in his side? Wait and see. 

‘These three videos, courtesy of Warmer Vision, are to 
be given away. Just send in an envelope to the office 
and mark the video you are interested in (one envelope 
per video), ie Alex Ferguson’s Ultimate United 
Competition or David Beckham Competition. 

‘We will review each video, starting this week and for 
the following two weeks, then we will draw the winners 
on September 28 and publish them in the September 29 
issue. You could send three envelopes in for each 
competition, just remember one envelope per video. 


